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AN 


INTRODUCTION 


To the following 


[DISCOURSE. 


Fen IT write 
of Juſtification 
before God , 
from the dread- 
ful curſe of the 
| Lov; ; then I muſt ſpeak of no- 
: | :hing but Grace,Chriſt,the Promiſe 
| and Faith : but when I ſpeak of 
our Juſtification before Men, then 
Imuſt joynto theſe, good Works. 
For Grace, Chriſt, and Faith are 
things inviſible, and ſo not to be 
| ſee by another, otherwiſe than 
i + ings 


Meatth. 7. 
17, 18. 
Jam 2.18. 


foolifh that [0 concludeth. 


The Introduction. +} 


through a life that becomes ſo bleſ-1 ; 


ſed a Goſpel as has declared unto |} 


es the remiſſion of our ſins for the | 


ſake of 7 eſus Chriſt, He thes that | 


would have Forgiveneſs of Sins, | 


and ſo be delivered from the Curſe 
of God, mu? 
teonſneſs and Blood of Chriſt : but 
he that wonld \ſhew to his Neigh- 


this Mercy of God, muſt do it by 


-good Works; for all things elſe 
ro them, is but talk: As for ex- | 
- ample ; _ A Tree is known to be 


what it is, to wit, whether of this 
or that kind, by it's Fruit, A 
Tree it is without Fruit, but ſo 
long as it 10 abideth, there is mi- 
niſtred occaſion to doubt what man- 
zer of Tree 1t ws. - | 

A Profeſſor is aProfeſſor though 
he hath no god Works; but that, 
as ſuch, he i truly godly; he is 
Not 
that forks make a Man good, for 
the Fruit maketh not a 200d Tree, 
Zt 


\ 


believe in the Righ- : 


* 
ng 
on 


, 


. 
#Y 
ad 


Fr 
5 
” 


; 


; f 
| 
| 
| 


Z 


: :  # 
bours that he hath truly recetved \ 


j 


* , 


{-\ 
al that makes a Man good, and bis 


sf { works that (lgw him to be-[o. 

i |: hat then ? why, all Profeſſors 

fe that have not good Works flow- 

© # zng fromtheir Faith, are naught ; Heb. 6.8. 

1 | are Bramble-buſhes ; are nigh un- 

Fa | to Carſing, whoſe end is tobe bur- 

7 | med, For Profeſſors by their 

G : fruitleſneſs declare that they 

7 | 1 are not of the planting of God ; 

69 mor the Wheat : but T ares and Matt. 13. 

b Cc Children of the Wicked opt. 372 38+ 
Not that Faith needeth good works 
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zt is the Principle, ta wit, Faith, Matt.7.16. 
Luk. 6.44» 


7 i as an help to Juſtification before 
7 } God. For in this matter Faith will 


be ignorant of all good Works, ex- 

cept thoſe done by the Perſon of 

} Chriſt. Here then the good Man 
worketh not, but believeth:for be is Rom 4. 33 
not now to carry to God, but to re- Þ ® 
ceive at his Hand the matter of 

hu Tuſtificatioa by Faith ; nor ts 

| the matter of his Tuſbification be- 

i fore God ought elſe but the good 

aces of another Man,to wit ,Chriſt 

Je A i But 8 


<& 
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But is there therefore no weed | 
at all of good Works , becauſe a | 
Man is juſtified before. God without | 
them ?. or can that be called a ju- 
; ftifying Faith that has not for its | 
Ny 20, Fruit, gooa Works ? Verily good 
26, works - are neceſſary, though God 
| . need them not, nor is that Faith, 
as to Juſtification with God, worth 
a ruſh, that abideth alone, or with- 
out them, | 1 
There is therefore a twofold 
Faith of Chriſt in the World, 
and as to thenotion of Fuſtifying | 
Righteouſneſs, they both concur \ 
and agree, but as to the manner of” |. 
application there they vaſtly differ. | 
The one, towit, the non-laving * 
'faith,ſtandeth inſpeculation and na. \ 
ked knowledg of Chriſt, and fo abi- | 
Joh.1. 12. deth idle: but the other truly ſeeeth, | 
_=_ " and receives him, and ſo becometh | 
Rom. Io» Fruitfal, And hence the true ju- 
w..  ſtifying Faith, is ſaid to receive, 
to imbraceg zo obey the Sor of | 
God as tenared in the Goſpel : by 


which 


nn —w 


Job 2 2. 25 


PREY ©, a CY ( TY (an. Y ww I. IJ, oY 


TE it ho ATURE FEST... 


Ak Lat 


A twofold 
Faith. 


_  Y 


| which expreſſions is ſhewed both the 
! ature of Tuſtifyino Faith, in its 
| actings in point of Juſtification,and 


| 7s not made mine by my ſeeing of it, 
| or becauſe I know the nature of the 


! ſee, but receive, not only know, 
' batimbrace the Son of God ; to be 
1 juſtified by. him, cannot but bring 
1. forth good works, becauſe Chriſt 


| Spirit of this Sinner ( through his 19- 
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alſo the cauſe of its being full of $ 
good Works in the World, A gift = 


thing ſogiven : but then it is mine- 
if 1 receive azd imbrace it, yea, 
and as to the point in hand, if I 
yield my ſelf up to ſtand and fall by 
it. Now be that ſhall, not only 


who is now received and imbraced 


Vens as 15.9. 
by Faith, leavens and ſeaſons the 15.9 


Ch. 26.18, 
Faith) - to the making of hins ca- OTE 
pable ſo to be. Faith made Sarall 
receive Strenzth to concerve Seed, 
and we areSandtified throueh Faith, 
which is in Chriſt. For Faith E 
hath joyned Chriſt, and the Soul 
together, and being ſo joyned, the. 
A 4. Sout 


Heb. 9.14. 


. £ 


> 


troduction. 


-  *Fhe In 


Soul is one Spirit with him: not | 
eſſentially but in agreement, and | 


Beſides, when | 


oneneſs of deſign. 
Chriſt is truly received aud im- 


braced to the juſtifying of the ſinner, | 
in that Mans Heart he awels by his \ 
Word and Spirit through the ſame | 
Vow Chriſt by his | 
Spirit and Word muſt necds ſeaſon | 
the Soul he thus dwells in : fo then | 
the Soul being ſeaſoned, it ſeaſon- 


Faith alſo. 


eth the Body, and Body and Soul, 
the Life and Converſation. 

We know it is not - the Seeing, 
but taking of a potion that mateth 
zt work as it ſhould, nor is the 


| | Blood of Chriſt a Purge to this or 1 


that Conſcience , except received 
by Faith. 

Shall that then be cornmted right 
believing in Chriſt unto juſtifica- 
tion, that amounts to m0 more 
than to an idle ſpeculation, or aa- 
ked kmowlede of him? ſhall that 
knowledg of him I ſay be connted 
ſuch, as only cauſes the Soul to be- 


hold | 


hou OE 


: hold but moveth it nor to good Sy Zo- 
* Works ? No verily. Ry 
true beholding of Feſus to juſtifi- 


 rY1to0 glory. x 

* MPNor can that Manthat hath 1o 
believed, as that by his Faith he 
| hath 
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For the * 


cation and Life, changes fromglo- - 
S. 


| received azd imbraced. 
| Chriſt for Life before Goa,. be de- 
ſtitute of good works ; for,. as I 
| ſaid, the Word and Spirit comes at- 
| /o by this Faith, and awels in the - 
| Heart and Conſcience:.now, ſhall a 
| Soul where the Word and Spirit of 
| Chrift dwels, be a Soul without - 
| good Works ? Tea, ſhall a Soul that” 
has received the Love, the Mercy, - © 
the K inaneſs, Grace and Salvattc 
on of God: through the Sorrows, 
Tears, Groans,. Croſs and. Cruel. 
Death of Chriſt, be yet a Fruit- 
leſs Tree | God forbid. This faith 
is as the Salt which the Prophet - 
caſt. into the Spring of. butter Wa : King +3. 
| zer, . it makes. the Soul good and 29:20:21 
| ſerviceable for ever. "P 
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If the receiving of a temporal | 
Gift, maturally tends to the ma- 
king of us ta move. our Cap and 
Knee: and binds us to be the Ser- 
want of the Giver : ſhall we think | 
that Faith will. leave him who by it | 
has received Chriſt, to be as uncon- 
cerwed as a Stock or Stone, or that 
zt's utmoſt excellency is to provoke 
the Soul to a lip-labour, -and to 
 giveChriſt a few fair Words for 
' his Pains and Grace : and ſo | 
wrap up the buſineſs? No, no : | 
the Love of Chriſt conſtraineth Us. 
this to judge that it is but reaſon- 
able, fk he gave his all for as, 
that we ſhould give our lome for 
him, X | 

Let no Man then deceive him>+ 
elf ( as he may and will if he takes 
not heed, with true Notions) but 


examine himſelf concerning his 


Faith, to wit ; Whether he hath | 
any, and if ſome, Whether of || 
that kind that will turn to account | 
in the day when God ſhall judge the | 
- gporl7.  FTrold | 
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I told you before that there is a Two forts . 


twofold Faith ; and now Twill tell 


you that there are two ſorts of good - 


works :. aud a Man may be ſhroud- 
ly gueſsd at with reference to his 
Faith, even by the Works that he 
chuſeth to be conver [ant in. 

There are Works that coft no- 


thing, and works that are charge- 


able: And obſerve it, _ The un- 
ſound Faith will chuſe to it ſelf the 
moſt eaſie works it can find, For 


example; there is Reading, Prayl 


ing, hearing of Sermons, Ba 
tiſm, Breaking of Bread, Church 
fellowſhip, Preaching, and the 


like: and there w mortification of 
| Luſts, Charity, Simplicity, open> - 
Heartedneſs, with a liberal Hand 
to the Poor, and: their like alſo. 
Now, the unſound Faith picks and 


 chuſes, and takes and leaves, , 


but the true Faith does not ſo. 


There are 4 great many -Profeſ-" 
ſors now in England , that have 
nothing to diftingniſh them from: . 


the 


f 


of Warks. 


| 


LD 


| The Introduction: | 
the worſt of Men, but their Pray- 


7ng, Reading, hearing of Sermons, 


Baptiſm, Church Fellowſhip, and 


Breaking of Bread. Separate them 


but from theſe, and every where 
elſe they are as black as others, even 


ih their whole Life and Converſa- 


tion. Thus they have choſen to 
them the moſt eaſy things to av 
them, but love not to be Conſcio- 
. ably found in the praftice of the 
ether © a certain ſign their Faith is 
zought, and that theſe things, even 
the things they are converſant in, 


are things attended io of them, 
not for the ends for which God has © 


appointed them, but to beguile 
and undo themſelves withall.. 
Praying, Fearing, Reading ; 


' for what are theſe things Ordained, 
but that we might by the podly uſe 


of them , attain to more of the 
kxzowledg of God, and be ſtrength- 
_ened by his Grace to ſerve hing bet- 
ter according to his moral Law? 
. Baptiſm, Fellowſhip, and the 


Lords. 


Ee SE dE nn.  B.. B. 8. 2 ont 
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Loras Supper, are Oraained for 
theſe ends alſo, But there 1s a 
vaſt aifference between uſing of 
theſe things, ana a uſing of them 
for theſe ends, A Man mayPray, 
yea, pray. for ſuch things, had he 
them, as would make him better 
in Morals, without deſire to be 
better in Mortals, or Love tothe 
things he prays for. - A Man may - 
Read ana Hear, nit tolears to ao, 
though to know ; Tea, he may be 


s dead to doing Moral goodneſs, and 


yet be great for Reading andHear- 
ing, all his days. The people 
then among all Profeſſors, that are Tit. 2. 14; 

zealous of good Works, are the pe- | 
culiar ozes to Chrift, What bas 
4.man done that is Baptized, if 


| he purſues net the enas for which 


that appointment was Ordained: 


Y the like 1 ſay of Fellowſhip, of 


Breaking of Bread, &c, For all 
theſe things we ſhould uſe to Sup- 


port our Fatth , to mortifie the © 


/ 


| Fleſh, and ſtrengthen us to walk 


F/A- 
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in newneſs of Life by the rule of | 
the moral Law. Nor can that ® 
Man be eſteemed holy, whoſe life | 
# tainted with immoralities, let | 
him be what he can in all things 
elſe. 1Iamof that mans mind as | 
ro praftical Righteouſneſs, who 
ſatd to Chriſt upon this very queſti- | 
Mark 12, 0x, Well Maſter, thou hatt ſaid 4 
28, 3 . the Troth: For to Love the| 
Lord our God with all the Heart, | 
and with all the Underſtanding, | 
| and with all the'Soul, and with 
ll © all the S:rength : and to Jove his 
j Neighbour as. himſelf , is more 
than all whole burar- efferings | 
and ſacrifices. To love my Neigh- 
l . boar as my ſeif,to ao a5 1 would be | 
8 done unto, thu ts the Law and the |. 
Prophets. And he that is altoge- \ q 
ther a firanger to theſe things," 
how awelleth the Love of God 
in him? or how will he manifeſt| 
I that his Faith will. ſave} 
im, 


III 


JB 


Wet ESSE. 4 


SA4f478 | 
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of 3 Satanuafraid that Mey ſhould 
"at ear of juſtification by Chriſt, leſt 
ife Fhey ſhould imbrace it © but yet 
let | ;f he can prevail with them , 
5s Bo keep Fingers off, though they 
45 Rao bear and look on, and prattice 
ho Weſſer things, he can the better 
#- thear it, Yea, he will laboxr to 
" make ſuch Profeſſors bold to con- 


1 
he 8 clude they ſhall by that kind of Faith 


— 


tf in joy him, though by that they can- 

S2 Þ ot imbrace him, mor lay hold of 

O18 him. For he knows that how far. 

15 F foever 4 Man ingazes in 4 Pro- 

eB fefſron of Chriſt with a Faith that 

> || looks on, but cannot receive nor 

D-f| imbrace him , that Faith will 

© | leave him to nothing but mi- 

" ſtakes and diſappointments at 

©} laft. 

F, - f; he Goſpel comes to ſome 733 1 Thefl. r. 

 wordonly, and the Faith of ſuch 4% 5 > 
| ſtands but ina verbal ſound : but \g, 19,20, 

| the Apoſtle was reſolved nat #0 

know, or take notice of ſuch 4 

Faith : For the Kingdom of 

EE + Wy} 


+ ts —v——_ <—_ _ —_— Je 


m_ 2.16, 


= 
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God, ſaith he, isnot in Word, but 
in Power. . He whoſe Faith ſtands 


only in 4 ſaying, I believe, h45 
his works in bare Fords alſs, 


and as wvertual is the one as the | 


other, and both inſignificant e- 
zough, If a Brother or- a Siſter 


be naked or deſtitute of daily | 


Food. And one of you ſay un- 
to them, Depart in peace, be 


you warmed and filled : notwith- | 


ſtanding you give them not thoſe 


things which are needful to the | 
body, what dothic profit: Even | 


ſo Faith, if it hath not Works is 
dead, being alone, 

7] his Faith therefore  Satax 
can allow, becauſe it is ſomewhat 
of kin to hus own, 


Beſides , 


what greater con- | 


tempt can be caſt upon Chriſt than 
by ſuch wordy Profeſſors us caſt | 


upon him ? Theſe are the menthat || 


by. praftice ſay, The Geſpel ts 
but an empty ſound, Tea, the 


. wore they profeſs, the louder they 


. prociains. 


mY & 


Wu 


Cy Ions "irs a on 
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proclaim it thus to be to his dif: 

race, while they, notwithſtand- 
4 || ing their profeſſion of Faith, hold 
" »þ and maintain their Leaone with 
he | the Devil and Sin. 


er i that he might deſtroy the works of 
ly | the Devil, but theſe men profe(s 
n-f his Faith and keep theſe works 
de Þ| alive in the world, Shall theſe 
n- il paſs for ſuch as believe to the ſa- 
{e ving of the Soul, For 4a man to be 
ne f| content with this kind of Faith, 
en | and to look to go to Salvation by 
IS | s: what to God is agreater pro- 
vocation? | 

122 The Devil laugheth here, for 
at | he knows he has not loft hi Vaſſal 
| by ſucha Faith as thu, but that 
#- | rather he hath maae uſe of the Go- 
un | ſpel, that glorious word of Life, 
ft to ſecure hu Captive through his. 
at | preſumption of the right Faith , 
& || the faſter in hu ſhackles. 

he It is marveloins tome to ſee ſin 
ſo high amidſt the ſwarms of Pro- 


feſſors 
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feſſors that are found in every cor- 
ner of this Land. Nor can .any 
other reaſon be given for it, but 
becauſe the Goſpel has loſt its won- 
ted vertue, or becauſe Profeſſors | 
want Faith therein. But do you 
think it is becauſe of the firſt ? 
20; the word of our God ſhall ftand 
(zn its ſtrength) for ever : the 
Faith of ſuch therefore 15 not 
right, they have for Shields of | 
Gola, made themſelves Shields of | 
Brafs : or anſteadof the Primitive 
Faith, which was of the oper ati- | 
C_ on of God, they have got to them- 
Cot. 2. 12. ſelves a Faith that lands by the 
1 Cor.2-4» power , and in the Wiſdom of | 
F AMMan, 1 
And to ſay mo more to thu ; | 
for what ts God ſo angry with . this |þ 
Land, but for the ſin of the Pro- | 
eſſors that awell therein, while | 
they have polluted his name with 
their Gifts, and with their Idols * | 
God. I ſay, has been provoked | 
moſt bitterly by us, white we have 
| profaxed 


DS, > RR > oo 


”Q. 
ws 
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profancd his name, making uſe of 


his Name , hu word and Ordi- 


nances to ſerve our ſelves ( O 


[Lord what wilt thou do to this 
| Land!). We are every one looking 


or ſomething 5 even for ſome- 
thing that carrieth terrour and 
aread inthe ſound of its Wings as 


| it comes, though we know mot the 

form nor viſage- thereof, One 
| cries ont, another has his Hands 
| upon hu Loyus , and 4 third i 


| made mad with the fight of his 


Eves, and with what his Ears do 
hear. Andas their Faith hath 


ſerved them about Faſtification . 


f | ſoit now ſerves them about Repen- 
1 tance and Reformation, it can do 


S- 


(-1 


| nothing here neither, for though, 
| 25 was ſaid, Men cory out, and: 
| zre with their Hands upon their 
| Loyns for fear : yet where « the 


Church z the Houſe, the Man that 


ſtands in the gap for the Land to 
| ur away this Wrath by Repen- 
| Fance, and amendment of Life. 


Behold 


vs 


' Behold the Lord cometh forth ont of 


Mich, - I, 


tread upon the places of the E arth, 


from temporal Fudgments, whe- 
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his place, and will come down ana 


Fg 
and the Mountains (ball be molten : 
under him, and the Valleys ſhall; 
be cleft, as Wax before the Fire, / 
and a5 the waters that are poureal, 
down a ſteep place (but whatul 
the cauſe of all this? ) For the w 
tranſgreſſion of. Facob is allthis, 
and for the Sin of the Houſe of 
Iſrael, 

It is that that #s obſerved by 
them that can make . Obſervation, 
that all that God has done to 
already, has been ineffetFual as 
zo cauſe that Humility and Refor- 
a4tion,” by which his Jnagments 
muſt be turned away, Repen- Jr | 
taxce # rare this day, and yeth 
without doubt, that with:ut which” 
things will grow worſe and worſe.| f 
As for them that hope that Goal : 
will ſave his people, though but ® 


1a 


ther they Repent aud Reform, or 


[The Introduction. 
do otherwiſe ; 1 muſt leave them 
G and their "Opinions together : thes 
, | 1 have found, that ſometimes the 
| Repentance, even of the Godly , 
en w 
W flow come too late to divert ſuch 
Tuagments, And how ſome of the 


be ſaved from puniſhment with- 
hef 947 Repentance , when the true 
and unfeigned Repentance of 0- 
thers will not deliver them , 
Rleaves me, I confeſs, in a Wil- 
aerneſs, 
jj But that which moſt of all to 
"Uhr lamented, i, That fin, through 
cuſtom, is become no ſin. The 
ſuperfluity of aughtine fs 15 at this 
dry become 110 ſin with many, 
yd Surely thu was the caſe with 
ver lirael , elſe bow couta they ſay 
; ; when the Prophets ſo bitterly de- 
ſe Founced Goas judgments againſt 


lurely his anger ſhall turn from 
pL. s: whea cuſtom or bad example, 
"Was taken away the Conſcience of 
fin : 


ba, Goaly ſhould be ſo indulged as to 


+ LJ hem, Becauſe we are innocent, Jer, 2, 35. 
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fin: it is a fign that Sowll is in P 
a dangerous Lethargy : and yer4t1 
this ts the condition of the moſt thathth 
profeſs among ſt us thu day. Butſ a: 
ro leave thu and to proceed, th 
A twofold As there is a twofold Faith, L 
lovero gwo forts of good works, and rhe < 
Chriſt. like, ſo there is alſo A twofold» 
| love to Chriſt. T, "4 one ſtanding if 
or ſtopping in ſome paſſions of theſto 
mind, and affetions. The otherbv 
is that which breaks through all 
difficulties to the holy Commana-\| 4: 
ment toaoit. Of both theſe there] 7 
. 3% mention maae inthe Scripture: )t 
And though all true Love begins at 
the Heart, yet that love ts but 17 
little ſet by that breaks not through [th 
fo prattice. How many are there | H 
in the world that ſeem to have the \t0: 

firſt, but how few ſhew the {-|, 

Mark 10. cod, The young Man in the Go-| 
* a did by his running, kneeling, 164 
| crying. enquiring and intreating |H 
of Chriſt to ſhew him the way 70| [60 
Life, (bew rhat be had inward 


LOR 


Y 


The Introduction. hk 


Love to Chriſt and his own Salvua- 
tion, but yet it was wot a love 
nat] ihat was ſtrowg as Death, cruel 
uth as the Grave, and hotter than 
the Coles of Funiper. It was 4 
hl Love that ſtopt in mind and affe- 
helction, but conld not break out 
ldjznto Pratfice. This kind of Love, 
neif it be let alone, and not preſſed 
he(to proceed till it comes into a la- 
erfbouring prattiſing of the Com- 
all|mandment , will love as long 
1d. 45 you will, to wit, as long as 
rel Mouth and Tougne can wap ; but 
e :{ yet you ſhall wot by all your kill 
at drive this Love farther than the 
ut I Mouth. For with their Mouth p 
ghithey ſhew much Love, but their Ezck. 33. 
re Heart goeth after their Cove- 3" 
he Wouſneſs. 
e-) Nor may thu Love be counted 
0. bfor that of the right king, be- 
g, Icauſe it is in the Heart. for the 
27 (Heart knows how to diſſemble a- 
to (bout Love, as much as about other 
rd (atrers. This is feigned Love, 
JC or 


Cant. 8. 6s 


*”», 


John 14. 
21,25; 24 


'The Tntr6duRtion.. 


or Love that pretenas to dear af- 


feitions for Chriſt, but can be- 

ow 0 coſt upon. him. Of this 
kind of Lowe the world is full at 
this day, eſpecially the Profeſſors 


of this Age, but as I ſaid, of this 


the Lord Jeſus makes little or no 
account, for that it hath in it an 
eſſential defettrvene(s. 

Thus therefore Chriſt an4 hu 
Servants ae ſcribe the love that is 
true axd of the right _ and 
that with reference to him ſelf and 
Church. 

Firſt, 


with efieatce to him- 


ſelf. If a man loves me, ſaith 


he, he will keep my Words. And 
again, He that hath: my Com- 
mandments and keepeth them, he 
it is that lovech me. 4-4, He chat 
loveth me not, keepeth not mySay. 


ings. Ad, The Word which you f 


hear, is not mine, but the Fathers 
which ſent me. Behold yt 0W 


where Chriſt placeth a ſign of > 


A0Y in 
Fongue : 


love, it ts nit in word, 


\ 


Je 
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' tongue : Not in great ana ſeem- 
ingly affetionate geſtures, but in 


| 4 / pry walking in the Law of 
, | the Lord, Hence ſuch, and ſuch 
| only are called the undefiled in 
. | the way. (Toukuow who ſayes,1 
* | eo Pſalm. 
, | amthe way.) Bleſſed, ſairh Da- 
: l Is 

by vid, are the -undefiled in the way : 

who .walk in the Law ot the 
15 Lord. 6 | 
i, | But here again, the hypocrite Matt. 23; 


1g | will giue us the ſlip by betaking 

1d | of himſelf to exterior matters,asto 

his mint , aniſe, and cummin : ſtill 

neglefting the more weighty mat- 

+þ (ters of the Law,to wit, Fudgment, 

ag (ercy, Faith. Or elſe to the ſig- , _. 

nificative ordinances, ſtill negle- __— 

he (7m Fo do to all men as he would nances. 

ar {hey ſhould do to him. But let ſuch 

ay. ({20w that God never ordained 

ou ['gnificative ordinances, ſuch as 

-r5 (Baptiſm, 2he Lords Supper, or the 

ow Hſe, for the ſake of water, or of 
f | read ad Wine: nor yet becauſe 

ve takes any aclight that we are 
F-- aipped 


x Joh. 3. 4, ſor of the Law,' For ] am con- 


The Introduction, 
dipped? in Water ,or eat that bread: 
but they were > dadioo to minifter 
to us by the aptneſs of the Ele- 
ments, through our ſoncere par- 
raking 0 of alew, further knowled? 
of the death, Buriad, and Reſur- 
' retHon of chriſt a of our death || . 
and reſurretion by him to newneſs | . 
of life. Whereforg he that eateth || 
and believeth not, and he that u , 
Baptized, -4z4 25 not dead to ſin, 
and walketh mot in newneſs wr 
Life, neither keepeth theſe ordi-Y# 
BARCES m0Y pleaſeth God, Now || 4 
to be dead to fin, is to be dead tl 4 
thoſe things forbidden in the mo-| 


ral Law : For ſinuthe Pr ener: 1” 
ft on of that . fo it availeth not fa 
an 


t0 vaunt that Iam a Saint and un- 
der this or that (1 ſi 7 nificative ords- c 
nance, if I live in the tranſgreſ-(v* 


wvitted of the Law as a tranſoreſ-| 
for, and ſo concluded to be one 
that leveth not Chriſt, tho' 1 make 
a noiſe of my obedience to Chriſt, 


ET. 


The Introduction. 
and of my partaking of his ſignifi- 
cative ordinances, The Jews of 
old made a great noiſe with their 
frenificative ordinances, \ whiles 
| they lived in the breach of the 


fs | ſave them from the judgement and 
h | diſpleaſure of their God.They could 
tr equent the Temple, keep their 


1;. | ficative things, But they loved I- 
\w 1 ols, and lived in the breach of 
i the ſecond Table of the Law, 


fol 
eſ.| preſence : hark what the Prophet 
wor [44th of them. Come to Bethel, 


4; ſeranſgrefſio) ; and bring your 
WA Sacrifices ' every morning, . and 
your tithes after three years. And 
offer a Sacrifice of thankigiving 
TIwith leaven, and proclaim, and 
publiſh the free-will cfferings g 
Wor this liketh you, O ye Chil- 
B 2 dren 


- | moral Law, but their pratfice of 
pt fignificative ordinaxces could not. 


feaſts, ſlay their Sacrifices, and 
f be mighty apt about all their ſigni- 


Wherefore Goa caſt them out of his 


and tranſgreſs, at Gilgal mulciply pon 


-1 | 


ms —————— 
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1 Joun 5, 
2, 3. 


| we keep his Commandments, and 


& "1ACCLOAUCTION. 


dren of Iſrae},Caith the Lord God. 
Thus as I ſaid, the hypocrite gives | 
us the flip ; for when he heareth | 
that love t tn the keeping of the 
Commandments of God , then he 
betakes him to the more external 
parts of worſhip,and neglefeth the 
more weighty matters,to the prova-| 
king of the God of Iſrael, 
| Secondly, As love to God is ſhew-| 
ed, by keeping of his Commanda- 
ments : So love to my Neighbour 
2 the keeping of the Command. 
ments of God likewiſe, By this 
we know that we love the Chil-| 
dren of God, when we love God,] 
and keep his Commandments,|. 
For this is the love of God ( in} 
us, both to God and Man, ) that 


Wn RO, OT 


his Commandments are nat grie- 
vous, He that keepeth not Goa; 
Commandments, loves wetther 

Thus then we muſt learn ll , 
love one amth:r, He that keep , 
Mc, 


_ 


The Introduction. 


| eth Gods Commandment ,doth to his 
| brother what t right, for that is 


Gods Commanament, He that keeps 
Gods Commanament doth to his 
Brother even as he would be doe 
unto himſelf, for that is Gods 
Commanament. He that keeps 


@ 


| Gods Commandment ſbutteth not 


W- 
20- 
Pur 
nA- 
his 
11l- 
od, 
ats. 
( 10} 
hat 
and} 
rie- 
-0As 


her 


2 t0 


2eþ4 


ef 


| feſſeth, aright : 


T fo be nothing leſs ? 


up bis bowels of Compaſſion from 


him : for the contrary is his Com- 
mandment, Further, Fe that 
keepeth Gods Commandment ſhew- 
eth his Brother what he muſt av. 
fo honour the Chriſt that he pro- 
Therefore he 
that keeps the Commanament, 
loves his brother, Yea, the keep- 
ing of the Commanament is loving 
the Brethren. 
But if all love which we pretend 
to have one to another, were tryed 


| by this one Text, how much of 


that that we call ſowould be found 
Prepoſterowus 
are our Spirits in all things, nor 
can they be guided right but by the 

F S 3 word 
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word and ſpirit of God': the 


us plentifully, that we may av 
that which i well pleaſing in his 
fraht throuzh Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Tea and that there may, 
by them, be wrought ſound repen- 


been done by us amiſs, leſt he 


M give Jacob to. the ſpoil, and 1(- 


Law. EL 

Let me add, leſk Goa avth 
not ouly puniſh = in the ſight, 
ana by the hand of the wicked: 
but imbolden them to ſay, it was 


they make . thoſe ſins of ours, 


at only there bye-word againſt us 


tance tn us for all that hath. | 


God that ſet them on, yea leſt 
which we have not repented of, 


zo after generations, but the argu- | 
ment one to another of their juſti- | 
fication for all the evil that they | 
; ſhall | 


; 
% 
, 


| 
which the good Lord grant Antro 


rael to the Robbers 3 for that they | 
| 1faq2. 24. have ſinned againſt him by 
K not walking in his ways, and | 
by not beins obedient to his 
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l (ball be ſuffered fo ao unto us: ſay- 


ing, when men ſhall ask them _— 
wherefore hath the Lord done thus * © 
unto ths Land? What meaneth 

the heat of this great anger * {King ” 
even becauſe they have forſaken Jer. 22, 8. 
the covenant of the Lord God of 
their Fathers, and walked not in 


his mays, 


John Bunyan. 


Ears: it; time, 


_— 
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And, let every one that nameth the 
name of Chriſt, depart from niquiey- 


Imnothy, unto whom this | 
ville was Writ, was an apes x 
Evangeliſt, that 1s, In- 11. 
ferior to Apoſtles and 

extraordinary Prophets, and aboye . 

ordinary Paſtors and Teachers. And 

s he with the reſt of thoſe under- his - 

i circumſtances was to go witlt the 

| 2 Apoitles .. 


A Holy Life, the 


Apcſttes hither, and thither, 'to be 


diſpoſed of by them as they ſaw need 


for the further edification of thoſe | 


_. who by the Apoſtolical Miniſtry 
* were converted to the Faith; And 


x Tim. 1.3 


hence it is that Titus was left at 
Ceet, and that this-Timothy was left 
at Epheſus, For they wereto doa 


work for Chrilt in the world, which 


the Apoſtles were to begin, and 
leave upon their hand to finiſh, Now 
when the Apoſtles departed from 
places, and had left theſe Eyangeliſts 


- 1n their ſtead, uſually there did ariſe 


ſome badSpirits among thoſe people, 
where theſe were left for the further- 
ance of the. Faith. This 1s manifeſt 
by both the Epiſtles to Timothy, and 
alſo by that to Tir: wherefore Parl, 
upon whom theſe two Evangeiiſts 


waited for the fulfilling of their. Mi- 


niſtry, writeth unto them while they 
abode where he left them, con- 
cerning thoſe. turbulent Sprits 


which they met with, and to teach | 


them how yet further they 


ought. to behave themſelves in the | 


houſe of God, which is the: Ghurch | 
of the living God, the pillar. and | 


ground of truth. And to this pur« 
pole | 


CO Ia 
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poſe he gives\them ſeyerally divers: : 
inſtructions ( as the judicious Reader: 
may eaffly underſtand?) by whick he* 


incourageth them to the proſecution. 
of that ſervice which for Chriſt they 

had to do for thoſe people where he 

had left them; and alfo inſtrneth 
them how to carry it towards their 

diſturbers, which laſt he'doth, not 

only Docrinally, but alſo by ſhew- 

ing themby his example and practice, . 
what he would have them do. 

This done,he laboureth to comfort 
Timothy with - the remembrance of. 
the ſtedfaſtneſs of Gods' eternal de- 
cree of EleCftion, becauſe grounded 
on his foreknowledge;; ſaying, tho? 
Hymeneus and Philetus . have erred 
fromthe Faith, and by their fall, have 


overthrown tt Faith of ſome, Yet- 
the foundation of | God ſtandeth ſure, . 


having this Seal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are his : Now leſt this laſt 
hint ſhould ſtill incourage fome to 
be remiſs and carnally ſecure, and 


fooliſh, as 1 ſnppoſe this Doctrine - 


abuſed,. had incouraged them to be 


| before: Therefore the Apoſtle 


immediately conjoyneth to it, this 


exhortation : And,tet every one that: 
| nameth:: 


4 


; -- = 
C > 
z 
od > 
4 > 


| rameth the'name of Chriſt, depart from - 


321quity. .T'watruths ſtrangely, but 
neceflarily joyned together, becauſe 
{o apt to be ſeyered by the children 


_ of men; for many under the pre- 


tence of their being eleCted, neglect 
co purſue - Holineſs; and many of 
them again that pretend to be for 
Holineſs, quite exclude the Doc- 
trine, and motives that eleCtion 
glves thereto. Wherefore, the A- 
Poſtle, that he might ſet mens no- 
tions as to theſe things, Tight, he 
joyns theſe two together, ſignifying 
thereby, that as electing love doth 
inſtate a man in the bleſling of eter- | 


| nal Life, ſo Holineſs is the path 


thereto; and, that he that refuſeth 
to depart from iniquity ſhall be 
damned, notwithſtanding he may | 
think himſelf ſecured from Hell by | 
the aCt of Gods electing love. For - 
Election deſigneth men not only to E- |: 
ternal Glory, but to holineſs of Life - 
[a means] thereto. And the 

manner. of this connexion of truth | 
is the more to be noted by us, be- 
cauſe.the Apoſtle ſeems-+to conjoyn 


_ theminan holy heat of Spirit : Say- 
Ing, The foundation of God ftandeth | 


fare; 4 
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' Beauty of Chriſtianity. 
ſure,having thu ſeal; the Lord knoweth | 
them that are his. And, and let every 


one that ſhall but ſo much as name the 
name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity : 


' Or, as who ſhould ſay, God will be 


revenged upon them or all, or not- 
withſtanding they appropriate unto 


_ themſelves the benefits of | eleti- 


ON. 
In the Text we have, 
i. An Exhortation. 
2 The Extenſion of that Exhorta- 


A108. l 


1. The Exhortation is, That mer: 
depart from iniquity. EO 

2. TheExtenſion of it, is to them, 
all of them, every one of them that 
name the name of Chriſtk. And, let &« _ 
very onethat nameth the name of Chriſt 
depart from sniqutty. 

In the Exhortation there are ſeveral 
things to. be taken notice of, becauſe 
inſinuated by the Apoſtle. 

The firſt is, That iniquity # a very 
dangeranus and hurtful thing, as to the 
Souls of. ſinners in general, ſo to 
them that name the name of Chriſt. 

Itis very a dangerous and hurtfull 
thing to men in general, For tis 
that which.did captivate the world 
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at the beginning , and that made- 
- it a bondſlave to the Devil. 


It has 

alſo done great hurt to mankind eyer 

ſince, to inſtance a few-things ; - 
1. *Tis that which-hath ſtupefied 


and beſotted the powers off mens: 


Souls, and made them eyen next to 
a Beaſt and Brate in all matters ſu- 
pernatural and heavenly. For as 
the Beaſt minds nothing but his 
luſts, and his belly, by nature: So 


man minds nothing but things earth- - | 
ly, ſenſual and deviliſh, by reaſon of- 


iniquity. ** | 
2. It has blinded and darkned the 
powers of the Soul, ſo that ir can 
neither ſee where it is, nor which is 
the way out of.this beſotted conditis« 
ON. 
'2, It has hardened the heart a- 


gainſt God, and againſt all admo-. 


nition and counſel in the things of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

4. 'It has alienated-the wzl/; the 
mind, and afettions from the choice 


of the things that ſhould fave it; and 
 wronght them over to an hearty de- 
light in- thoſe things, that-naturally 
tend to drown it in perdition and - 


deſtr nction. : | 


- 
© 
d- 
Y 
d | 
t | 


Beauty of Chriſtianity. _ 
5. It has made man odious in 


Gods eyes, it has provoked the Ezck. I 6. 


Juſtice of God againſt him , and 5 
made him obnoxious to Hell fire. 


| 6: Yea, It ſo holds him, {6 binds Pro. $422. 


him, fo reſerves him to thi, that, 
not he himſelf, nor yet all the An-: 
gels of Heaven, can deliver him 
trom this deplorable condition. 


| 7. To ſay nothing of the pleaſure j@, 55. 3 
} ard delight that it makes him take Pro. 5.22, 
in that way to Hell in which he walk- 23> 24-25-- 


eth. Never weat fat Oxe ſo game- 
ſomely to the ſhambles, nor fool ſo 
merrily -to the correCtion of_ the 
ſtocks, nor filly bird ſo wantonly 
to the hidden net, as s7iquity makes 
men go down. her ſteps to the pit 
of hell and damnation. 

O *tis amazing,”tis aſtoniſhing; 
to conſider what hurt ſin has done to 
man, and into how many dangers it 
has brought him : but let theſe few 
hints at this time ſuffice as to this. 
I will now ſpeak a word-to the other 
particular :: namely, that as iniquity 
is dangerous and hurtful to the Souls 
of Men in general, ſo it is to them 
that name the name of Chriſt. As to 


| the ſo, and ſo naming of him, to that 


© been prevailed withall by 7ziquiry 
. tocaſt him and the profeſſion ot his 


Hol. 8. g. 


Ezek. 23s 


35- 


and their gold they have made Idols. 


from God : their love to that 51s. 


.name of Chrit, that.yet of love to, Þ 
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Tſhall ſpeak by- and by , but at this 
time take it thus: That religi- 
ouſly name his name. And I fay]; 
iniquity is hurtful to them. th 

1. [tplucks many.a one of them I - 
from Chriſt, and the religious pro« | ,r 
feſſion of him. I have even ſeen, I; 
that men who have deyoutly and re- 
ligioufly profeſſed Jeſus Chriſt, have 


name quite off, and to turn their 
backs upon him. J1ſ-ael, faith the þ 
Prophet, has caſt off the thing that 
5s good. But why ? Of their Silver "fi 


The fin of ldolatry drew their hearts 


quity made them turn their backs up- | 
on him. Wherefore God com- 
plains, that of forwardneſs to their 
5:5quity, and through the prevalence 
thereof, they had-caſt him- behind . þ 
their back.” DEED +& 
2. As it plucks many a profeſſor 
from Chriſt ;, ſo it keeps many a-one 
from an effectual ' cloſing with him. 
How many are there that religiouſly 
profeſs and make mention of the - 


_ | and. 
: \ 
TC - 


oo) 


Beanty of Chriſtianity. 

and by the intereſt that 5iquiry hath 

* in their affections , -never clole with 

ay | him unto falvation, but are like to 
them of whom you read in Paul to , Tim; 4. 

-M 17; mothy, that they are ever learning 142,3,4,5, 

'O* Jand never come to the knowledg of 67: 

-N, Ithe truth. | 06 

re-f 3. And concerning thoſe that - 

Ve fhave indeed come to him, and that - 

#y fhave.cffeCtually cloſed with him, and 

us Fthat name Iis name to good pur- 

-1F Ipoſe: yet how hath ;7:quzry hurt and 

he Þbuſed many of them. 

ar | 1. It has prevailed with God to 

er "hide his face from them,a thing more 

5. ſbitter than. death. 

is } 2. It has prevailed with God to Lam.3.33; 

©. Kchaſtize, and to afflift them ſorely; a ; 

P- thing in which he taketh no plea- 

l- Jure, | 

Ir f - 3, It has provoked God to pive Jer. 12,7 

e them over to the hand of the Ene- Mat: 18. 

d Jmy, and to deliver them to the tor. 34: 

_ Enentors. _ : ; 
r 'F 4. It hath brought them to queſti- 
'e Jon their intereſt in Chriſt, and whe- 
]. yther they ever had grace in their- 
y Souls. | 
©'f 5. And forthoſe that have yet be Plal. 51; 
, Pieved they were in his favour, this 

by iniquity 


Pla.31. 22, 


EE Cs Oe Een 


27s 


- Lam. 3.16+ 
_ Chap. 23+ 


A Holy Life, the 

' iniquity has driven them to fear that 

God would caſt them away,and take 

all his good things from them. | 
Yea, he that would know the hurt 

that #:4uity hath done to them, that 


Pſa. 38.. 8. 
Pſa.31. T0. 
Pſa. 6. 6. 


CT. 1.12. 2 A 
qo 12. {ider the cries, the ſi7hs, the tears, the 


21. bemoanings, the bewailings,. the la- 
Pſ2.116.3- mentations, the ſorrows, the confel: 


Jo NE ſions the repentings and griefs where- 


Pſal. 83. they haye complained that they-have 
Lam. 3-4+ been put in the ſtocks, laid in the 
dungeon, .had their bones broken, 
ſuffered the tcrours of God, been 
diſtreſſed almoſt to diſtrattion, and 


Jer. 8. 14+ 


I 5. 


Pſal. 60.3- have been fed wit Gravel, Gall, 


Ezck 4. 


of Wormwood, and with the Water 


of aſtoniſhment for days, yea, years 
together. By al) which, and many 
more which might be mentioned, it 


appears that iniquity is a, dangerous 


and hurtfull thing. 
. But I proceed, and come in the 


next place to the Extenſion of thef 


exhortation-: namely, that-it reach- 

eth to all thoſe that name the name 

of Chriſt. Axd let every one that na 

meth the name of Chriſt Coe fk 115- 

- quity. To handle this alittle, m_ 
2 SI 


name the name of Chriſt,let him con- 


with they. have been attended, while. 


Beauty of Chriſtianity. 
Firſt, to ſhew you what the Apo- 


name of Chriſt : he meaneth not an 
irreligious naming of that, worthy, 
{| name, nor thoſe that name it irre- 
ligiouſly. This is evident, becauſe, 
ne paſleth by their manxer of naming; 
Rk of -it without the.leaſt reproof, the 
which he would not have done, 
had the fault been in their manner 
got naming of the name of Chriſt. 
Now I ſay, if he intendeth not thoſe 
that name the name of Chriſt irre- 
ligiouſly, then tho' the exhortation 
F [ let every one] ſeems ta extend it 
nt elf to all and all manner of perſons 


1, that any ways name the name of 
cn briſt, yet *cis limited by this, to 


it, that. rightly, religiouſly, or. ac- 


df Chriſt,name his worthy name. And 
ſt muſt needs be ſo taken, and -that 
or theſe reaſons. 


\poſtle taketh no notice of their 
anner of naming of his name, fo as 
"$0 reprove any undecency orunfeem- 
"Jineſs in their Namzng of him ; where- 


i 


t 


heir naming of him. 
Eg p 2 Becauſe 


ſtle here means by naming of the 


NY fcording tothe way of the profeſſors . 


1. For that, as I ſaid before, the : 


ore he alloweth of the manner of 


I'Eq 


þ 
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2. Becauſe, the Apoſtles deſign | 
in this exhortation was, and 1s, that | 


the naming of the name of Chriſt, 
might be accompanied with ſuch a 
life of holineſs, asmight put an addi- 
tional Iuſtreupon that name when 
ever named in a religions way ; but 
this cannot be applied to every man- 
ner of naming the name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. For ifa man ſhall name 
the name of Chriſt unduely,or irreli- 


giouſly,though he ſhall never ſo much | 


there withall depart from iquity, 
and be circumſpedc} to the utmoſt in 
all civility and morality , yet he 
anſwers not the Apoſtles end which 
he ſeeks by this his exhortation, 


_ For, 


- 1. Suppoſe a man ſhould name the 
name of Chriſt vainly, idlely, in vain 
mirth, - wantonneſs, - falſe or vain 
{wearing, or the like, and ſhall back 
this his manner of naming the name 
of Chriſt with all manner of Juſtneſs 
and uprightneſs of life, would this 
anſwer the Apoſtle's end in this his 
exhortation ?  Verily no: for this 
manner of naming the name is wor- 
thy reprehenfion; Thou 'ſhalt not 
take my name in vain, Or vainly make 


- -uſe 
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uſe thereof: And moral goodneſs Exod, 20; 
| attending the ſo naming of the name 


of Chrilt will do more hurt than 
good... 
2. There is a reproachful and ſcan- 


| dalous naming of the name of Chriſt, 


ſuch as the Jews, and Phariſees did 
accuſtom themſelves unto, as to call 
him Feſ#s, the deceiver ; and Chriſt 
in a way of ſcorn and contempt. Nor 
were theſe men quite deſtitute of that 
which put a luſter upon their opini- 
ons; for ſaid the Lord Chriſt himſelf 


| unto them, Ye indeed appear beautiful Nat. 23 


outward. 

3.. There is ſucha naming of the 
name of Chriſt as to make ir a cloak 
tor falſe and dangerous Errors : that 


men, by the uſe of that name and the 


putting Of it upon ſuch errors and de» 
luſions, may put oft their errors to 


others the better. Many ſhall come in Mate 24+ 5: 


my name, to wit with their deluſions, 
preſenting them 57 my name to the 
world, and ſhall put them off i» my 
name to the deſtruftion of the Soul. 
Now can any imagine that the 
Apoſtle ſhould extend his exhorta- 
tion to ſuch, that zhey thus conting- 
ing to name the name of Chriſt, 

| ſhould 


Ads 19. 
13,14, I 5. 


" art-and deviliſh way of uſing or na- 


- verily none at all, but rather dam- 
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ſhoald depart from iniquity. To what 
end ſhould ſuch be copprehenced n 
this exhortation of his ? To no.pur- 
pole at all: for the more an erroneous 
perſon or a deceiver of Souls ſhall} 
back his errors with a life that is 
morally good, the more miſchie- 
vous, dangerous, and damyable 
is that man and his deluſions;. where- 
fore ſuch a one is not concerned in 
this exhortation. | 

4. There is a naming of the name 
of Chriſt magically,-and after the 
manner of Exorciſm, or conjuration : 
as we read in the AFs of theApoſtles, 
The 'vagabond Fews, the exorciſts 
there ſay, We adjure you by Teſus 
whom Paul preacheth. T hus they called 
over them that had evil fpirits, the 
name of the Lord Jeſw. But what if 
theſe ſhould cloth this their deviliſh 
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ming of the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
with departing from iniquity fo, as 
fo commend their whole life to bye- 

anders for ſuchas is morally good : | 
what advantage would Chriſt, or 
Paul, or the Goſpel pet: thereby ? 


mage and reproach : as will ſoon ap- 
7 pear 


_ 


Beauty of Chriſtianity. I; 
pear to any mans realon, it it be con- 
ſidered that goodneſs of life joyned 
ur-F to badneſs of principles, is like the 
WS Devil clothed in white, or Satan 
all transformed into an Angel of light. 
IS And Paul was grieved in his Spirit 
1e-f when the wench that had a fpirit of 
ble] divination did acknowledg him to 
re-| be the ſervant of the moſt high God, 
Inf for he knew it would nothing further 
or help forward the Lords deſign, but 

me fi be rather an hindrance thereto. For 
he | when Witches andDevils come once 
N : to commend,or make uſe of the name 
5. Nof Chriſt, Chriſt and Pal like it not; 
its fitherefore Pauls exhortation which 
[1 here we are preſented with by the 
led FText, is not extended to 'any of the 
the four-ſorts aforenamed, but, 
[ if Firſt, To thoſe npon whom his 4&s 15; 
iſh Bname is called , they ſhould depart 7. 
na- from 7:quzty. I ſay thoſe whom God 
vs, has ſo far dignified,as to put the name s 
 4S Fof Chriſt upon them : and I will add, 
YE- that apply that name to themſelves, 
X : BAnd the reaſon is becauſe God is now Chap. 1x; 
oncerned. God has changed thy 2% 
ame from Pagan, to Chriſtian, and 
hou chuſeſt to call thy ſelf by that , 
lame,faying, Ibelong to Chriſt, —_ 

- tnou 
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thou muſt depart from qusy, for 


that notice is taken of thee both by 
Heaven and Earth, that. thou art be- 


come a Diſciple, and Jet every one 


that (fo) nameth the name of Chriſt, 
or, that nameth it ( being himſelf by 


God and himſelf put under ſuch cir: 


-cumſtances as theſe) depart from 


_ Secondly, It is ſpoken to thoſe 


$25quity. 


-- that name the name of Chriſt either 


in the publick,or pri-ate,worſhip of 
God: being themſelyes profeſſed 
worſhippers of him : and the reaſon 


* Is, for that the ordinances as well as 


Lev.10.3- 


Pla66. 18. 


the name of God is holy,and he wrll 
be ſartified in them that come nigh him, 
He therefore that approacheth the 
preſence of Chriſt in prayer, or any 
other Divine appointment, muſt take 
heed of regarding of iniquity in hw 
heart ;, elſe the Lord. will ſtop his 
ears to his prayers, and will ſhut his 
eyes,and not take notice of ſuch kind 
of worſhip or worſhippers. __ 
Thirdly, Thoſe that the Apoſtle 
1n this place exhorts $o depart from 


_ Iniquity, are ſuch as have taken unto 


themſelves the boldneſs to ſay, that 
they are in him, ab;de in him,and con- 
- ſequently 


- 
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ſequently are made partakers of the 
benefits that are in him. He that 
ſaith he abideth in him, ought- himſelf. 
alſo to walk even as he ed. And 
the. reaſon is, becauſe Chriſt is a 
fruitful root, and a. free conveyer 


| of ſap into the branches ; Hence 
it is written , that the trees of the Pl. 104+ 
| Lord are full of ſap. So then, 
| he that nameth the name of Chriſt 


by way of applying to himſelf his 
benefits, and as counting that he is 
found of God in him, and fo abid- 


| eth,” ought himſelf to walk even as 


he walked, that he may give proof 
of what he ſaith to be true, by 
bearing forth before men that 
ſimilitade of righteouſneſs, that is 
in his Root and Stem : For ſuch as 


17 


1 Joh2, 6 


16, 


the ſtock or tree is, ſuch let the. 


branches be, but that cannot be 


fruit ye ſhall know them. So then, he 


known but by the fruit : by ther Mat, 74 16. 


that thus ſhall name the name of - © 


Chriſt, let him depart from iniqui- 
-4 Yea, let every ſuch man' do 
0. <. 

Fourthly, This exhortation is ſpo« 
ken to them that name Chrilt as thesr 


- YSovereign Lord and. King ;, let them 
. C 


depart 


mg een 
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| T@.33-21. depart from iniquity. The Lord is 


_ by them that can. Nor+ may he 
that claims fo high a priviledge , 
| be but obedient , ſubmillive, apt 'to 


_ ſhould think evil and ſpeak fo of 
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our judge, the Lord is our Lawgwer, 
the. Lord is our King , he will ſave 
14,-are great words : and-as they 
cannot be ſpoken by every one; ſo 
they ought not to be ſpoken lightly 


learn, conſcienciouſly to put In pra- 
ftice what he hath Tearnt of his 
Judge, his Lawgiver, and his King. 
Leſt when ſome ſhall hear him ſay 
that Chriſt by name is his Lawgiver, 
and -his King ( and fhall yet obſerye 
him to do things evil, -and to walk 
ja ways that are .not- good ) they 


his King ; ſaying, learnt you this of F ; 
Chriſt your King, or doth your} , 
King countenance you in ways that Þ| 7 


_- are fo bad? Ordoyou by thrs and | þ 
' thus doing, ſubmit to ther laws of | y 


your King !| Yea your King, hisff », 
name and Gofpel ſhall bear the f as 
burden of the evil, together with || {&; 
the ſhame thereof, ifthouthat nam- i 
eſt the name of Chriſt, ſhalt not de- || m; 


part from iniquity. 


Laſtly, 


Beauty of Chriſtianity. * 19 
Laſtly, What. ever man he be 
, | that by his naming of the name of 
e | Chriſt, ſhall intimate that he hath 
y | any reverence of love to, or delight 
o || in that Chriſt, whoſe name he nam- 
y | eth, that man ſhould depart from 
e | iniquity not only for- the reaſons 
, | that are above mentioned ,. but for. 
0 | thoſe that may be named afterwards. 
a- | But having thus far opened the 
is | word, and ſhewed who, and what 
g- | manner of man the Apoſtle had in 
ay | his eye, in this his exhortation : I 
r, | ſhall come in the next place to 
ve | make ſome obſeryations upon the 
Ik Text. As 
ey Firſt, That it 1s mncident to men 
of Þ to name the name of Chriſt religiouſly, 
of Þ that #5, rightly as to words and zoti- 
"ur | ons, and not to depart from imigquity- 
iat | This was the dccaſion of this ex- 
nd } hortation., for Paul ſaw.that there 
of | were ſome that did ſo: to wit, that. * 
his | named the name -of Chriſt well, 
the ſÞ as to words, but did not depart 
ita from iniquity. Some ſuch he alſo | 
un- | found among them at Corinth, which 
de- | made him ſay, Awake to righteouſ- Cons 
neſs, and ſin not ;, he found {uth at a 
| Epheſus, and cries out to them moſt "_ 
| < cs earneſtly, 


'<. | 
A % " a— 
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earneſtly, faying, Awake thou that 


Epheſ. 5. ſlcepeſt, and ariſe from the dead : tor 


p an. Mat. 


2,. & 


albeit they were Profeſſors of Chriſt, 
yet they lived too much like thoſe 
that were dead in treſpafſes and fins. 


This he alſo found among the He- / 


brews, wherefore he ſaith to them, lee 


Heb. 12-1, zs lay aſide every weight, and. the ſin 
that doth ſo. eaſily beſet us, and let | 


us run with patience the race that 1s ſet 
before us. Theſe profeſſors were 


eaſily beſet with ſin, -yea_ it did 


hang upon them as weights to hin- 
der_them from making of that prof- 
feſion of Chriſt, whoſe name they 
named, ſo beautiful as did become 
both him. and them. 
In my difcourſe upon this ſubject, 
I muſt endeavour to ſhew you two 
things. ET - 
Firſt, What Paul means when be 


faith, depart from iniquity. _ 


Secondly, Why ſome that as to words, 
rightly name the name of Chriſt, do not 
depart from mquity. | 


- The firſt of thoſe doth need ſome 


explanation , becauſe in ſome ſence 
even the beſt of Saints cannot de- 
part from fin, or iniquity. 


1. Becaule,: 
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FX. Becauſe, as to the being of &-- 
wt is ſeated and. rooted in their fleſh, 


and hath its dwelling there. Yea, 


It hath, and ſo will have an a- 
biding there, ſo long as man is 
on this ſide 'cthat ſtate of perfecti- 
on, which is not to be injoyed while 


| >we-are in the fleſh; for 5n me, that Rom. 5. 


T0118 , fin awells, nor doth 
any A 07 at {in dwell there": 
for m me, that is in my' fleſh ( ſaid 
Paul) dwells no good thing, therefore 
the Apoſtle muſt not be underſtood 
a$-iff he intended to infinuate that 
there was a poſlibility that the na-, 
ture,, and being of ſin could be 
plackt up by the roots, and fo caſt 
clean away from us, as tothe very 
nature thereof: no, that will a- 
bide with us, for it hath its-dwelling 
In us. | | 0” 
2; And as they cannot depart 

from the nature of it as ſuch, that is, 
as they cannot be rid of che being 
of fin, ſo neither can they depart 
from the met1ons, and ftirrsngs of ſin, 


'no*more thin they -can ſtir from 


the: motions or - ſtirfings' of. their | 
natural-ſences, or 'of” their natural ” 
reaſons : The motions of ſm, which 

_ C3 | Paul 
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Paul- alſo calls the. luſts thereof , 


- - will be where thenature and being... 


of ſin is, becauſe it- is not - dead 
for that which liveth, what manner 
of life ſoever it hath, -will have 
motion according to. the manner 


of life which it hath : and fin be-. 

ing one .of .the . moſt quick and. 

Þ brisk things that are, it. will alſo. 

| have its motions and luſtsaccordings- 

Lean ly. Hence Paxl ſaies,it luſts and will. 
Rom.6:1 2» #24, # 2 | 

' Gal. s. 17. laſt, where it is, and dwells : though: 


the very ſpirit of God, and the 
utmoſt diligence of a Chriſtian: be 
alſo there to oppoſe it. 


3. Again, as the being and moth. 


ons of fin will be with us, ſo alſo wil 


it in its indeavours.” It will endeavony 


to overcome us, and to make us 
captives to.it ſelf, and to Satan ; and 
theſe endeavours will be with us, 
nor can we ſo depart from iniqui- 
5. ty,: as to be utterly rid of all ſence 

| Heb. 12.4. and feeling of what endeavours there 
are in ſin and iniquity. to be maſter 
and, Lord, and reign; ſig will en- 
deavour to defile the mind, to: de- 
file the conſcience, to defile the: life 
and converſation :- and-#bis endeae 
your, 4s Endeavour, we- cannot de- 
| | | part 


q Eph.6, 12, 


| g Cor. 10. 
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_ part from ; that is, cauſe that it | 


Mould notbe in our fleſh : for there 
it wili be, ſince fin in its being 1s 
their, 

' 4. AS the being, motions, and 


_ endeavours of fin will ſtill abide in 


our ficſh, ſo conſequently willsts polluting 
fumes be upon us; nor doth the A- 
poltle mean, - when he bids ws 4de- 
part from sniquity, that we ſhould 
think that we canſo be, or ſo do, 
in this life, - as that our being or do- 
7g ſhould not ſmel} of the ſtrong 
icent of fin. Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean ! nit cont. 
We are' all as an unclean thing , 


23 


Ob. 14. 4» 


and therefore all owr rig hteouſueſſes are Ia. 64. 6, 


as filthy rags. The ſcent, the {mel}, 
the rank and odious ſtink of fins 
abides upon, yea, and. will abide 
upon us, when moſt ſpiritual here, 
and upon our meſt ſpiritual acti- 
ons too, untill they be taken away 
by Chriſt. Thus far therefore, w+ 
cannot be concerned in the exhorta- 
tion. For ſhould Paul exhort vs to de- 


Part from the being.,mption, endeavonr, 


and polluting fumes and ſcent of fin : 
| mean ſo to depart fromthem,as that 


there ſhall no ſuch thing have place, 
C4. = - 
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_ 


- or motion, or ſtriving, or ſcent in, 


or upon-us: he would exhort us to 
that which 1s altogether impoſſible 
for us to perform, yea, to perform 
through that working of the fpirit of 
God which 1s,to be with vs, and in 
us here; Yea,he mpſt exhort us to that 
which he could - not perform. him- 
ſelf, but ſuch exhortations did not 
itand with the wiſdom ofan Apoſtle. 
Wherefore there 1s a certain mean- 
wg in this exhortation, from the 
waich if we ſwerve, we ſhall both 
wrong the Apoltle and our ſelves. 
Let ws inquire then, what Paul 
"ſhould mean when he bids them, 
that 'name the name of Chriſt, depart 
from wmiquity. And for our better 
underftandivg of him we muſt cen- 
ſider that theres. an iniquity that 
is Inherent In as» nd an iniquity 
that is apart, and art a diſtance 
from us: Now if he means, as cer- 
tainly he doth, that they that name 
the name of Chriſt ſhould depart 
from that ſin and -iniquity that is 
inthemſelves: then, thongh he cane 
not mean that we ſhould ſeparate 
that from our perſons, for that's 
impoſlible, yet he would have us 
| take 
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take off and with-draw our minds 
and 'affeftions there-from.' - And he 
tells us that they that- are Chriſts do - 
, | fo. And they that are Chriſts, have cru- 
p cified the fleſh with the affcffions Gal.s, 243. 
\ | and ſts: (infal luſts and finful- 
; motions , our minds and affecti«. 

ons ſhould depart from them. There - 

are! the affe&tions and luſts of ſin:and- 
tiere are the affections and luſts or 
" | deſires ofthe ſoul : and again, there 
_ | arethe affeRions aid luſts of the new 
man; in Saints. Now this is that that: . 
the Apoſtle would have;to wit, .that 
the. affetions and paſlions of our : 
ſouls ſhould- noe chuſe.but depart from 
the affections &.luſts of our old man, 
and ſhould be renewed and made. 
willing to be led by the Holy Ghoſt 
from-them. This 1 fay, ſaies he , Veil.” 166. 
walk #n the ſpirit, and ye ſhall not fuls 
fil the Iuſts of the- fleſh. | 

Wherefore when he ſaith, depart 
from iniquity, if he means, from our- 
own inherent iniquity, then-he mu t 
mean thus, take your mind and your 
alteCtions off, carry your minds a- 
way from them, fet your minds and Col:3,1,2x, 
affetions upon- other obje&ts, and 3: 
let-your.. minds #nd affeftions be 
C5 yicKed, 
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yielded up. to--the conduct of the 
word aud ſpirit, of God. Let not: (us 


Ro. 6.12. therefore reign #n your mortal bedy, that 


ye. ſhould obey -it m the. luſt thereef. . 
Now a man, in mind, and affe- 
tions, may depart from that which 
yet will not depart from him: yea, 
a man in mind, may; depart- from 
that *which yet will dwel] in. him as 
long as he lives. => <7 
For inſtance, there are many dif- 
eaſes that cleave to men, -from 
which, in their minds, they willing- 
ly depart. Yea, their greateſt dil» 
quietment is , that ſo bad a diſtem-- 
per will abide by them :| and might 
they. but have their deſire accom- | 
pliſhed, they-would he as far there- 
frpm as the ends of the earth are a» j 
 ſunder, and while they are found 
"to continue together, the mind de-; | 
parts therefrom, and is gone either. | 
to*God.or. to Phyſicians, for help, | 
and deliverance from it. ; 
And thus it is-with the Saint, and 
ſhould be with every one that by. | 
way of profeſſion nameth the name 
of Chriſt : he ſhould depart from 
his indwelling ſm, with 'his mind : 
with k;s mind he ſhould ſerve the law of | 
| Ted And 
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And this is an excellent thing to do, 


and can be done by none but ſuch 


as are poſſeſſed with an excellent 
ſpirit. Ah! to find a man that re- 
ally departs from himſelf, and that 
draweth the affeions of the ſoul, 
from the afieftions and luſts of his 
fleſh, is a rare thing. The heart 
of the moſt of profeſlors goafter the 
heart of thcir deteſtable Inſts, and 
after their inward abominations : 


But fuch ſhall of the fleſh reap 


corruption , notwithſtanding. they 


name the name of Chriſt. 
Sin is ſweet to him that is nothing 
*but fleſh, or that can ſayour nothing 


y but whzt is of the fleſh : nor can it be; 
that he thar is ſuch, ſhou)d depart 
| from himſelf, his ſweet ſelf : no they 


that are after the fleſh, do mind the 


-: © things of. the fleſh : wherefore they 
S that are in the fleſh, thongh they 
$ profeſs Religion and name the name 


2Ls.. 

Gal. 6. 3... 
Job 206 
l2»_ 

Ro. 8.5, 6, 
T2 cD 


of 'Chriſt , cannot pleafe God ; for | 


ſuch inſtead of walking in and af- 


ter the ſpirit, have put the ſtumb-. 


ling block of their iniquity before 
their faces, to hinder their depart- 
ing therefrom, nor will all their in- 


and 


EZ 2K, I4> ;« 


f| quring of God, nor their ſeeking' 
nd | | 


Job 14.16. 
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and praying to him, keep them þ de 
from ſtumbling and falling,and ſplit- Þ| ol 
ing themſelves in ſunder upon the || fe 


rocks and ruins that are provided If t< 
for them, as a reward of the evil I ft 
of their doings. Yea, they ſhall Þ b 
ſuck the poyſon of Aſps, and the || fc 
Vipers tongue ſhall ſlay them, | 
notwithſtanding all their profeſ- } C 
ſion ? i 

But ſome may ſay , how (ball IN | 


| know that I do depart from the mquity 


of my fleſh, from the iniquity that © 


[ 
c 
32 me. [ 
- Tſhall anſwer this queſtion briefly | 
thus : | 
1. How s5 iniquity in thine eye, when i | 
kvered from the guilt and” puniſh- I 
ment that attends it? is it as ſepe-}ll | 
arate from theſe, beanteous, or ſl - 
favoured ? Iask thee how it looks, 
and how thou likeſt it, ſuppoſe there 
were no guilt or puniſhment to at- 
tend thy love to , or Commiſſion of 
it .For if in its own nature it be deſli- 
rable to thy mind,and only therefore 
ſhunned, for fear of the puniſhment, || 


that attends the Commiſſion of it ; 


without douþt thou art none of them 
that do depart from it; att thatthou 
? doſt, ; 
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doſt, is, thou ſhunneſt the far,” not 
of abhorrence of the ſin, but for 


fear of the puniſhment that at- 
tends it. Like the Thief that yet re- 


fuſeth to take away. his neighbours. 
horſe, not of hatred of theft , but 


for fear of the Gallows. 

\ 2, How doſt thou like thy ſelf, as 
conſidered poſlſeſled with a body of 
ſin, and as feeling, and finding that 
ſin worketh in thy members, doth 
this yield thee inward pleaſedneſs 
of mind, anda kind of ſecret ſweet- 
neſs, or how? for to be ure, 


where a ſanftified mind is, there Job 42.6. 
is nothing more odious in it ſelf, EZck- 15: 


nor that makes a man ſo in his own 
eyes, as doth this ſight , the ſight of 
fin in him, of the working of luſt in 
him. *Tis this that makes the good 
man aſhamed , that makes him 
bluſh, and that makes him abhor 
himſelf. | 

3. How look thy dutics jn thine 
eyes, I mean thy duties which thou 
doeſt in the ſervice of God? I ſay, 
how look the beſt of theſe, the moſt 
warm and ſpiritual of theſe, ſince not 
one of them can be performed , 
but they do catch the ſtain Pay 


63, 
Ro. $9. LEO 


— 


T0 bz; fe the 
b, 


ſin, as coming from thee? or art 


thou through the ignorance that is in 


- thee as unacquainted with theſe 
things ? 

4. Why wouldeſt thou go to hea- 
ven ? Is it becauſe thou wouldeſt 
be ſaved from Hell, or becaufe-thou 
wouldeſt be freed: from fin ? 1 fay 
wouldeſt thon go to Heaven, becauſe 
"tis a Place that's Holy, or be- 
cauſe *cis a place remote from the 
pains of Hell? I ask again, where- 
in doſt thou think, the bleſſedneſs 


of Heaven conſiſts ? is it in the 


holineſs that 1: there ; or in the free- 
dom that is there from Hell ? There 
IS. not a man alive but would go 
to Heaven , that he may be ſaved 


from Hell : but how many would- 
go thither that they might be ſaved | 
from the pleaſures of tin, from the - 


inward pleaſure of. fin; of that 1 


wlll be ſilent: though ſurely they - 


are thoſe that are out of love with 
lin, and that do depart from ini- 
quity. 


Verily my brethren, ? tis a great | 


thing-to depart from iniquity. *tis 
a great thing to have my will, my 
mind, and wy allections departing 
fron its Bat 


I 


Lt, mo & = Am << ID 15 


| Others to do iniquity, and as he 1s 
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. But ſecondly, As they that de- 


;e 


.Upart from, iniquity. withdraw their 


minds: and-'afteftions from the luſts 

and motions of it, ſo they depart 

alſo from the occaſions of it z there are o.rg.13; 
occaſions by which ſin worketh to 1 Tim.s-4 
bring forth-the fruits thereof, and: Ex0d- 23+ 
ſome ſeek: thoſe! accaſions. But he 5, 
that hath ſer himſelf ro depare from , Tim, 2. 
fin in- himſelf, will not ſeek occaſi- 16. 


ons. from abroad, to do it. Such a 


man as wil keep far from an evil 
matter, . wil not company with a 
perlonthat pollutes and defiles, nor 
will he come near the door of the 
Adultereſles houſe: He will ſhun pre 
fane and vain babling, for fear of the 
ungodlineſs that attends it. He 
will walk with wiſe men that he may 
be: wiſe, knowing that a companion of Prov..13.. - 


8 fools. ſhall be deſtroyed. - 20. 


Now there are occaſions-given 
and occaſions taken to fin againſt 
the Lord Jeſus : but he that depart- 
eth from- iniquity departeth from 


$ them both. Heis not for giving any 


occaſion to others to ſin ; he had ra- 
ther wrong himſelf and putup 1n- 
juries done, than- give occalton to - 


for 


226 
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I Tim. 5. for- giving none, ſo neither is he for 
taking any. He is for partaking of. 
no mans ſins, but for keeping of hime 


ſelf pure. | = | 

Thirdly, To depart from iniqui- 
ty is to depart from it. in thoſe ex- 
amples that are ſet before us there- 
to : occaſions, and examples - are 
ſometimes the ſame, but there may 
be occaſions to ſin, where there are 
noexamples thereto : and therefore 


in thatthey differ. And todepart 
from iniquity is to ſhun and depart 
from thoſe examples, thoſe beaſtly. 


examples that in every corner of 
the Country preſent themſelys to 
BIEIL 

Examples to drunkenneſs; Ex- 
amples to Whoredom; Examples 


to Swearing, to lying, to Stealing, 
to Sabbath-breaking, to Pride,: to: 


Covetouſneſs, to Deceit, to Hy. 
pocrifie, and to what not, are now: 


'adays common among men, and he 
that is to ſeek in this matter,and that 


knows not how to be expertly baſe, 
may. have patterns and examples 
thereto in every hole. But to des 
part from iniquity,is to depart from 
finfal examples, to ſhut the eyes at 


them, 


| -" F OM = ” 
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them , to turn the back upon them, 


and 'to cry out to Heaven for grace, 
Fto be kept in the path of life. And, 


let every one that nameth the name of 
Chriſt, depart from iniquity. | 
Fourthly, 1'o depart from iniqui- 
ty, is to depart from the enticings 
of iniquity. There is that in iniqui- 
ty that is of an enticing nature. 
Its Pleaſures, Profits, Honours, De- 
lights and ſweetneſles are enticing , 
and he that hankers after theſe is 
not departed, nor departing from 
iniquity : A-man muſt be weaned 
from theſe things, - and muſt find 
ſome things ſomewhere elſe, that are 


f better than theſe, elſe he cannot de- 


part from iniquity. 


But ſome may ſay 1 go from it and Quelt. 


it follows me. I rejett it and it re- 
turns upon me. 1 have ſaid it, nay a 
thouſand times, and yet» it offereth. it 
ſelf and its deceits to me again, what 


E would you have me do ? 
[ would anſwer thus, Depart- Anſw. 
:ng from iniquity, Is not a work of 


an hour, or a day, ora week , or 
a month, or a year : But it's a work 
that will laſt thee thy life time, and 
there is the greatneſs and —_— 
| | | 0 


34 


_ it to thelaft gaſp of thy life. 
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of it: Were it to be done preſently, | 
or were the work to be quickly over; 
how many are there that would be Fw 
found to have departed from- ini- Wflel. 
quity : but for that it is a work of fly 
continuance, and not- worth any if 
thing, unleſs men hold out to the | 
end, therefore it is that ſo few are 
found. actors, or overcomers there. 
in, Departing from iniquity, with || . 
many, is but like the falling out of anc 
two neighbours, they hate one an» | 
other for a while, and then renew } 
their old friendſhip again 
But again, ſince to depart from in- 
iquityis a work of time, of all thy j 
time-: no wonder if it dogs thee, and || 
offereth to returu upon thee again 
and again : forthat is miſchievous .'Fn 
and ſeeks nothing leſs than thy ruin , |: 
wherefore thou mult in the firſt place 
take it for granted that thus it will | 
be, and ſocry the harder to God } 
for the continuing 'of his preſence, bu 
and grace upon: thee in this bleſſed 
work, that as thou haſt begun to call 
upon the name of the Lord Jeſus, 1m: 
and begun todepart from iniquity: | 
ſo-thou mayeſt have ſtrength to do *% 


Ape. 
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7, | And further, for that departing 
7, Frominiquity is a kind of a warfare 
e [with it, tor iniquity will hang in thy 
i» fleſh what it can, and will not be ea- 
f ly kept under, therefore no maryel 
y if thou find it wearifome work, and 
e Fat the _ thing that thou wouldeſt 
e Þerid of, , is ſo unwilling to let thee 
2. (cpart, from is. -.. | 
h | And ſince the work is ſo weighty, 

f fand that it makes thee to go groan- 
ing on : I will for thy help give 
thee here a few things to conflider 
of, And 

| - 1. Remember that God ſees thee, 
nd has his eyes open upon thee , 
Fven then when ſin and temptati- 
8 is lying at thee to give it ſome 
entertainment. [This was that that 


ſolicited to. imbrace it by a very 7 
powerful argument. . 

| 2. Remember that Gods wrath 
burns againſt it, and that he wHl 
Wurely be reyenged on it, and on all 
{that give it_ entertainment. This 
{made Fob afraid to countenance it, 
< pad put him upon departing fromit : 

| For deſtruction from God was a ter» 
ror 


made Foſeph depart from it, when —_ 8 


| 16,19, 18, to It. | | 


pp —__—_— 
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Job 31. ror to me, and by reaſon of his 
23s highneſs 1-could not endure. . 

3. Remember the miſchiefs 'thatJhe 
it has done to thoſe that 'have im- Jin 
braced it, and what diſtreſs it has 
brought upon others. This made Im 
the whole congregation of Jſ-ael Jth 
tremble to think that any of theirſlat 
brethren - ſhould give - countenance | 


4. Remember ' what Chriſt hath | 
ſuffered by it, that he might deli-| 
verus from the power of it» This | 

2 Cor. 5s. Made Paul fo heartily to depart from 
14. it, and wiſhall Chriſtians to do ſo as 
| well as he. | | 

5. Remember that thoſe that are 

Ne _ -oriemaater' went arp - 
al. 9-17: that they loved iniquity, and woul 
Pſab. 11.6. 1of ——_ from it. " ELL 
6, Remember that a profeſſion is ſy 
Jam.2.16, Not worth a pin, if they that make It} 
17. it do not depart from iniquity. 
7. Remember that thy death-bed 
will be very uneaſie to thee, if thy \ 
* conſcience, at that day , ſhall be Jp; 
clogged with the 'guilt of thy ini- Jhi 
quity. - | 


Hoſ. 9.13 
I 4e 


8. Re- | 
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his] ment day Chriſt will ſay to thoſe, 
depart from me, that have not 
hatJhere departed from their fin and 
IN- finiquity. 
has} ' Loſtly, Remember well, and think 
de mach upon what a bleſſed reward 
acl Sthe ' Son of God will give unto them 
EI Bat that day, that have joyned to 
Ice [their profeſſion of faith -in him a 
- {holy and bleſſed converſation. 
th} Having thus bricfly ſhewed you 
lt- theſe things, I ſhall come in the next 
11S fplace to ſhew you, 
Ml Why ſome, that as to words, right- 
as By name the name of Chriſt, do mot 


37 


© $8, Remember that at the Judge- Euk. 13: 


27 


Mat. 25+ 
4I. 


The rea- 


depdrt from iniquity. That It is In» go, 


re Kident to men to name the name of 
or KChriſt religiouſly, and not to de- 
1d Þpart from iniquity : I have proved al. 

ready', and now 1 muſt ſhew you 


is Iwhy it is ſo, and the reaſons are of 


ke Ithree ſorts. 


Firſt, Some profeſs him, yet have Firſt Rea» 
<d rot ſaving faith in him, nor yet re+ ſo. 


ly ceived grace from him. That ſome 
e {profeſs him that have not faith in 
I- JThim, nor received grace from him, 
Þ will make appear ficſt. And then 


Jrhat they do not depart from 
| | iniquie 


— 
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iniquity, ſhall be ſhewn aſter. 
wards. © 0, MA | 
"That the firſt is true, conſider, 1! 
Chriſt ſaies to his Diſciples, there are] d 
Joh. 6.46. ſome of you that believe not, And againy Þ 
| For Teſus knew from the begining] © 
who they were that . believed not, an "| 
who ſhould betray him. Now if they 1! 
believe not, they have none of his] V 
grace in thein : for faith is the firſt © 
_ and head grace, the beginning and) 1 
leading grace: he therefore that ig {* 
deſtitute of that, is empty of alliP 
| the reſt. Beſides, other ScripturegJ# 
| | alſo confirm this truth. Fames calls 
ſome of the profeſſors 'of Chriſt thatY?- 

[ Jam. 2.20. were in his day, vain, orempty men; 
| that is, men void of grace. Andfſ* 
| the Apoſtle ſuggeſteth in the veryJ® 
words below the Text, that as in tl 
 _ - Gods houſe there are Golden, andy} 
2 Tim. 2. S;lver Saints, ſo their are alſoeartby}? 

ws and Wooden ones. For in a great 
houſe as Gods is, are not only! 
Veſſels of Gold and Silver, but al-/! 
_ pe 10 of wood andof earth, and ſome to 
23 | honour,and ſometo diſhonour; that}? 
s : your for Heayen, and ſome-for I 

ell. El 


Now 
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ter 
 {} Farthy profeſſors that he aimeth at 
er,| inthe Text; to wit, that they ſhould 
414) depart from iniquity, of elſe their 
ain) profeſſion would do them no good, 
zingy and theſe alſo that he deſpaireth of 
an{4 in the next words, ſaying, Bur, but 
hey in this great houſe of God there 
' hig] will. not. only be Golden and Silver 
Sr Chriſtians, but Wooden and Earth- 
and! Iy ones. And ifany man purge him- 
it ig {ſelf ſrom theſe, from theſe mens com- 
* all) panies, and from theſe mens vices, 


are} be ſhall be a veſſel to honour ſanftified , = 


calls 41d meet for the Maſters uſe, and pres 
hatIpared to every good work. 

zen; From all which it is gathered that 
Anditiere are ſome that name the name 
rery$Þt Chriſt in a way of profeſſion, 
$ inflfvat have neither faith nor grace 
andinthem, and ſo conſequently that do 
rthyJ2or depart from iniquity. For, 

reath Firſt, Thele want that principle ; 
ly {bat holy and bleſſed principle that 
- a]. 4[hould induce them thereunto; to 
eto wit, the great and principal graces 
-hat (of the ſpirit, and they are four. 
for IFirft, As I have. ſaid , They want 
Baith, that heart purifying grace: for 


Now they are theſe Wooden: and 


59 


Khe heart is purified by faith. I Ads 15-9. 


Tow | .--- nave 
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have ſhewed yon already that de-Jj ; 

| parting from iniquity muſt be with} 

the mind and affections, or with} | 

the heart : but how can that be, | * 

where the heart is not ſanftified and} ! 

l- made holy ? For an unſanQtifiedJj ( 
| mind cannot depart from iniquity, | | 
E 

{ 

1 

| 


' Jer13-23. NO more than the Erh;opian Calf 

it change his Skin 3 but nothing can! 

i purifie the heart but faith. There- 

| fore nothing can make a profeſlor|} 

Wil depart from iniquity where\ faith 1s| 

ti wanting.. So then, when men pro. ' 
felledly name the name of Chriſt| 
without having holy faith in him: 

they ſtill abide by their iniquity :Þ| | 

they depart not from their iniquity, | « 
but rather make of Their profeſſion, 

| Thef. 2. 2 cloak for their iniquity, for their] ! 

| 16 - malice, and for their covetouſneſs} 1 
\ 1Per.2. and the like. It is not profeſſion, 

 - 3G but faith, that bringeth God and 1 

ll the Soul together : and as long asf « 

God ard the ſoul are at diſtance, || « 

what ever profeſlion is made, there 

is not a depatting, fot an heart de- 

parting from iniquity. Wherefore 

fo theſe profeſſors, Fames writeth 

Jam.4. 8. thus: Draw 'mgh to God and he will 

raw mgb to you, cleanſe your hands, 


ye 


= === 


ans» fwd ftnſw, 0% Ay 


» 


{ them profeſs. 
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ye ſunners,and purifie your hearts, ye dou- = 


ble mnded. Men, far from God.cannot 


{ thiok reverently of him, nor ſo ſpeak 


and profeſs him,as ſtandeth with the 


{ nature of Goſpel Religion;wherefore 
God faith, draw near hither, that Is 1c, 


by faith, and again, /er chem come 


near, then let them ſpeak, then let 
| Without faith a man Heb. 11.6- 
1 cannot pleaſe God,becauſe he cannot 
{| without it, ſtand before him in the 


ſpotleſs righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor 


.4 yet depart from iniquity and live a 
j holy life. Fon | 


There are three things in Faith, 
that directly tend to make a man 
depart from iniquity. 

1. It apprehendeth the truth of the 
Being, and greatneſs of God, and ſo 
it aweth the ſpirit of a man. 

2. It apprehendeth the love of 
this God in Chriſt, and ſo it con- 
quereth, and overcometh the ſpirit 
of a man. | 


3. It apprehbendeth the ſweetneſs 


and bleſſtedneſs of the nature of the 
Godhead, and thence perſwadeth the 
ſoul” to deſire here communion' with 


injoyment of him, when this world 
D "MW 


dim, that it may be holy, -and the. 


40s |O 
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is ended, that -it may be happy z, 
and by him for ever. "Mp 


But without Faith theſe things ! 
cannot be apprehended, and there. | 
fore thoſe that want it, whatever | 


their profeſſion is, rhey will not gt- 
part. from iniquity. 


Secondly, Repentance, 1s another of 
the grear and principal graces , 


which the Holy Ghoſt worketh 1n ; 


the heart : Wherefore withour this | 


alſo there can be no departing from 
niquity.. It is In vain to. expect It 
of any man, let his. profeſſion be 
never ſo ſtately and great, if he is 
a ſtranger to ſound repentance. How 


many are there in oyr 'day, fince! 


the Goſpel is grown fo common, | 
that catch up a notion of good 


things, and from that notion make} 


a profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, 
get into Churches, and obtain the 
Litle of a Brother, a Saint, a mem- 
ber of a:Goſpeli congregation, that} 
haveſclean eſcaped repentance. Ilayl 
they have catcht up a 70:10 of good 
things, and have through that ad-} 


ventured to name the name of! 


Ehriſt : quite forgetting to take re-! 
pentance with them. Kepentance; 
| ſhould| 


3 ers, but it comes up but thinly ! 
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ſhould be, and is one of the fi-# Mark 1. 
ſteps into true Gofpel profeſſion : 75: 
| ” of; 11 Pro. 3-7. 
but ſome Know nothing of is untill 4.0"16.6, 
they come to the end of all, . and 
therr repentance will do them no good. 
Repentance is not, but where the 
true fear of God is; yea, the fear 
of God is one ground of 7epertance. 
Repentance 'is the ſcouring grace, "tis 


4 that which purges. Repentance Is, 
| as I may call it, that bitter pill 


without the taking, and ſound work- 
ingof which, baſe andſinful humours 
will reſt unſtirred, unpurged, un- 
driven out of the ſoul. Can reper- 
tance be where godly ſorrow is not ? 
or can repentance be where the fruits 


j Of repentanceare not ? O the fruits Mark I. 4 


of y ck reach- 5: 
f repentance, thick ſown by preac - 


- ler, . o 
Where ſhall the fruits of repentance * 14338 


be found?Confeſſion of fin is one fruit 
of repentance ; ſhame for ſin, is an- 


| other fruit of repentance; amend- 

s me 

| pent-nce 3 reſtitution for conſening, 

| cheating, defrauding, beguiling thy x, 19, 


t of life, 1s another fruit of re- 


neighbour, is another fruit of” xe- 5, 6,79, 8 


I pentance ; yea, if you would ſee the 


iruits of repentance as deſcribed by 
—_ D'2 \ the 


| Eccle ſ. . 7. 


27, 28, 
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the Holy Ghoſt,and put together for 
the further conviction and-ſhame of 
the impenitent profeſlor ; look into 
the Second Epiſtle,to the Cor:mmthearns, 
Chapter 7. veri.-9, 10, 11. 


'But this is a day that was never {| 


read of, aday wherein converſon is 

frequent, without repentance; ſuch a | 
converſion as *cis,and therefore doth | 
the Church of God now ſwarm with 
them, that religiouſly name the name | 
of Chriſt, & yet depart not from iniquity. | 


Alas ! al} Houſes, all Tables, all } 
Shops, have hanging up in them, rhe 
ſign of the want of repentance. To ſay 
nothing of the talk, of the beds,and 
the backs of moſt that profeſs: by 
which of theſe is.it that one of a} 
thouſand for Men; and for Women, 
one of ten thouſand do ſhew that | 
they have repentance? No mar-| 
vel then that the name of Chriſt is ſo 
frequently mentioned there, where 
iniquity dwells, yea, reigns, and that 
with the conſent of the mind. 

L would not be auſtere, but were} 
wearing of Gold, putting on Of ap-| 
parel, dreſſing xp houſes, -decking of 
children, learning of complements, 
boldneſs 11 women, lerchery in men, 
wanton 
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wanton behaviours, laſcivious words, 
aad tempting carriages, ſigns of re- 
pentance : then I mult ſay, the fruits 


_ of repentance ſwarm .in our Land : 


but if theſe be none of the fruits of 
repentance then, O, the multi- 
tude of profeſſors, that religt- 
ouſly name the name” of Chriſt, and 
do not depart from iniquity. But, 

Thirdly, Love is: * another of 


. | thoſe great and principal graces, 
g which the H. ly Ghoſt worketh in 


the heart : wherefore let profeſſion 
be never ſo high, yet if Love be 
wanting there, to be ſure ſuch pro- 
feſlors depart not from iniquity. 
Hence all profeſſion, and ſubjecting 
to profeſſion are counted nothing , 
where love is not. Love 1s coun- 
ted a moſt infallible ſign that a 
man is in a ſtate of Salvation. He 
that loveth dwells inGod, is born of God, 
and knoweth him. Love divideth it ſelf 
to God, and to my Neighbour. Love 


! toGod, is, thatwe keep his ſayings, 


his commandments,his Laws.Jf 4 mars 
love me, ſaith Chriſt, he will keep 
my words ;, and he that loveth me 
not, keepeth not my ſayings. For this 
3s the love of God, that we keep his 

D 3 Com- 


1 Cor. 1%, 


1 Joh. 4. 


7, 10, 2. 


Joh. 14+ 
23, 24+ 
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l{ - commanaments, and his commandments 
- are not grievous. So then, that profeſ- 
for that hath not love, cannot de- 
part from iniquity. 

1. Where no love is, men cannot 
be tender of the name of God, 
they are not afflicted becauſe men 
: C0Or.13- keep not Gods Law. 


Pal. 119, 
I 30, 


is hatred againſt iniquity ; ye tht 
love the Lord, hate evil. 

that loves not Gods word ; he loves 
It is a common thing to find men par- 


tial in Gods Law, ſetting much by 


Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and 
neglefting the weightier matters. 
Theſe turn the Tables of Gods book 


ones ; counting half an hours bodi- 


2. Where no love 1s, men cannot 
deny themſelves of that, which 0- 
therwiſe they might lawfully de, leſt | 
| the weak ſhould fall, and the world | 
| Kom. 14. be deſtroyed. 
PLL 07 3. Where love to God is, there } 


A man cannot love God, that loves | 
not holineſs ; he loves not holineſs, | 


"not Gods word, that doth not do it : | 


{mall things, and negle&tn2 the - 
weightier matters, paying Tythe of | 


up-ſide- down;making little Laws, of | 
great on?s; and great ones, of little | 


ly. 
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ly ſervice, better than * amoral life. 

Love ! Love is gone out of the Conu- 

try , Loye to che-doctrine of the firſt 

Table, Love to'the doCtrine of the 

ſecond Table; Ohow many pro- 

feſſors, in Gods eyes, are accounted 

of no more than ſounding braſs for x Cor. i 3: 


want of this ornaiment , love. 
To ſpeak nothing of the fr? Ta- 


| ble, wherets he that hath his love 
1 manifeſted by the ſecond ? where are 
s tiey that feed the nunory, and 
cloath the naked, and ſend port:- 
.0ns to them, for whom nothing 1s 
Ppriepared ? Where is Pax that would 


ff 


ES ; 
not eat meat while tke world ſtand Cort 


| cth, leſt-he mace bis brother offend * ,,, 
$ Where is Dorcas , with her 
garments ſhe uſed to make for the 


Widow , and for the Fatherleſs, 8s 9.36. 
Yea, where is that "rich man that 37 __ 

. | Job 30.25 
(to His power ) durſt ſay as 7ob chap. 3s. 
does, as is recorded in thoſe Chap- 13. 32. 


ters quoted in the Margent * Love ! 


© love. is gone , and how Coveting, 
| pinching, griping and ſuch things 


are in faſhion ; now iniquity abounds, 
inſtead of grace , in many that name 
the name of Chriſt. They want love, 
and therefore cannot depart from 
Iniquity. D 4 Fourthe 


4 as 
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Fourthly, Hepe is another of thoſe 


great and- principal graces , which 
che Holy Ghoſt worketh in the 


heart, and without which let a man 


be never ſo high in profeſſion, and 
ſo open in naming the nameof Chriſt, 
he cannot depart from iniquity. * As 
was ſaid before of faith, ſo” we ſay 
now of hope.  Andevery one that 


hath tots hope in him, purifieth him | 
Jelff as he is pure, Heres that ex- | 
cellent office, or rather effeCt of hope | 


made manifeſt, it purifieth, it clean{ 
£tha man; it makes him make the 
Lord jeſus his example, as well as 


lis Saviour. He purifieth himſelf 
even as he 1: pure; to wit, in ſoul, 1n | 


body, in ſpirit, inlife and conver- 
ſation. Hope of life eternal by 


ChriF, makes a man purific himſelf | 


in obeying the truth through the 
ſpirit. Hope to be with Chriſt 
hereafter, will make me ſtrive to 
believe him here. Hope of being 


with Angels then, will make a man | 


ſtrive to live like an Angel here. 
Alas ! alas! there isa company of 
half-prieſts in the world, and they: 


Cannot, they dare not teach the | 


people the whole counſel of God, 
becauſe 
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becauſe in ſo doing they will cons . 

demn themſelves and their manier - 

of living in the world ; where 1s . 

that Miniſter now to be found that 

dare ſay to his p=ople, look on me, 

and walk as you have me for an - 
example? or that dare ſay, what 

you ſee and hear to be inme, do, 

and the God of peace ſhall be with you, Fhillp. ts 
$ Theſe men had hope, and hope purt- chap. 4o. 069. 
4 fied them co an example, till they be- ; 


" | came patterns to others :Is not. this - 


4 now far off from ſome profeſſors 1a - 
the world, are they purified, are 
they clean that name the name of 
Chriſt ? are they weaned from that 
milk, and drawn from the breaſts. . 
No,nor their profeſſionis not attends - 
ed with grace; they name the.name 

4 of Chriſt ; well, þut they _ do. not - 
y depart from iniquity. Leta man : 
believe a lie, andaccording to the . 
reality of his. belief, ſuch will his . 
obedience be.; let a man hope for 

£ that, for which he. hath no ground : | 
| to hope, yet his hope will work - 


* | with him according to-the power - 


thereof: And yet we have a generati- - 
on of men that . profeſt the bleſs: . 
ſed Goſpel, which yieldeth the - 

: Dx. moſs. 


= 
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moſt ſubſtantial ground for faith 
and hope : yea, we have a compa- 
ny of men that will be. naming the 
name Chriſt, which is the ſweeteſt, 
the moſt taking, and deſirable name 
that is_named among the ſons of 
men,and for all that,this Goſpel, this 
worthy name, nor yet their naming. 
of it, doth make them depart from 
Iniquity, But whats the reaſon ? why, 
they have taken up a profeſſion, but 
want . the Grace of Chriſt ; the 
Faith, the Repentance, the Love and 
hope of the Goſpel. No marvel 
then, if they abide among the wood- 


"en ſort of profeſſors: No marvel then, 


though the iniquity of their heels 


. ſtill follows them, and that it drop- 
| peth from them whereever-they go. 


But fo much for the firſt reaſon, Why 
men do name the name of Chriſt and 
yet do not depart from iniquity. 

\ Secondly, The ſecond reaſon, why 
ſome that name the name of Chriſt, 
depart not from iniquity , is , for 
that, though they reſt mot in bare no- 
Hons, As thoſe nd, yet they 
rake up as they, ſhort of the ſaving 
grace of God. There are bare no-J 
tions, there are common _— 
an 
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and there is a work that is ſaving, 
and that will do-the foul” good ro 
eternity. 


1. There are bare notions, and r Thef. 1: 


they that have them, are-ſuch unto 5: 


whom theGoſpel comes in word ozly, * _ 4» - 
ſuch whoſe Religion ſtands in word 


only , and is not attended with a 
power ſutable : that is, there goeth 
not along with the word, a power 
ſufficient ro ſubdue, and work over 
the heart to a cordial, and gracious 
cloſe with that word that comes 


' to them. Yet ſuch is the noiſe, 


and found of the word thar 

they are willing to become pro. 
feſlors thereof; there is ſome kind 

of muſicalneſs in it, ſpecially, when 
well handled and fingered by a skil- 
ful preacher. And /o, ſaith God : 
unto ſuch preachers, when'their au- 
ditory is made up of ſuch kind of 


hearexs, And lo, thou art unto them Eck. 33; | 
as 4 very lovely Song ( or as one that 30 3132+-- | 


ſings aSong of Loves) of | one that 
hath a pleaſant voice, and can play 
well on an snſtrument © For they hear 


thy words but they do them not. 
= \ 23. But - 
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moſt ſubſtantial ground for faith 
and hope : yea, we have a compa- 
ny of men that will be. naming the 
name Chriſt, which is the ſweeteſt, 
the moſt taking, and deſirable name 
that is_named among the ſons of 
men,and for all that, this Goſpel, this 
worthy name, nor yet their naming. 
of it, doth make them depart from 
1ni1quity, But whats the reaſon ? why, 
they have taken up a profeſſion, but 
want the Grace of Chriſt ; the 
Faith, the Repentance, the Love and 
hope of the Goſpel. No marvel 
then, if they abide among the wood- 
"en ſort of profeſſors; No marvel then, 
though the iniquity of their heels 
. ſtill follows them, and that it drop- 
_ peth from them whereever-they go. 
But fo much for the firſt reaſon, Why 
men do name the name of Chriſt and 
yet do not depart from iniquity. 

\ Secondly, The ſecond reaſon, why 
ſome that name the name of Chriſt, 
depart not from iniquity , is, for 
that, though they reſt mot in bare 10- 
Hons, as thoſe eeaiancd, yet they 


take up as they, ſhort of the ſaving 
grace of God, There are bare no- 
£10ns, there are common workings 

and 
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and there is a work that is ſaving, 
and that will do-the foul” good to 
eternity. | | 
n 1. There are bare notions, and x Thef. 1+ 
* | they that have them, are-ſuch unto 5: 
< | whom theGoſpel comes in wordonly; Ay: 
®) | ſuch whoſe Religion ſtands i word 1 *®" 
only , and is not attended with a 
'S power lutable : that is, there goeth 
not -along with the word, a power 
3» | ſufficient to ſubdue, and work over 
ne | "b heart to a cordial, and gracious 
5” cloſe with that word that comes 
. to them. Yet ſuch is the noiſe, 
and ſound of the word thar 
ON = 
they are willing to become proe- 
feſlors thereof; there is ſome kind 
_ of muſicalneſs in it, ſpecially, when . 
£ well handled and fingered by a skil- 
," ful preacher. And lv, ſaith God 
I unto ſuch preachers, when their au- 
ditory is made up of ſuch kind of | 
hy hearews, And lo, thou art unto them E1ck. 33; 
as a very lovely Song ( or as one that 302 31:32a--| 
for ſings a Song of Loves ) of | one that | 
hath a pleaſant voice, and can play 
well on an inſtrument : For they hear 
thy words but they do them not. 


5t 


: | 2. Byt.: 


Heb.6. 4+ 


I King. 21. 
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2. But then, beſides theſe, there 
is another ſort, and they go further 
than theſe. For to them the word 
came, not 7 word ozly, but alfo in 
power : though not in char or-' 1n ſuch 
a power, as 1s ſufficient, abſolutely 
againſt all atempts whatſoever, to 
bring the ſoul to glory. Of theſe 
we read in ſeveral places; to wit, 
that they have taſted of the powers of 


the world to come; but not ſo as to bring | 
them ſafe to glory. | Yet thus far 


they go. 

7. They attain light or illumi- 
nation, to ſee much of their ſtate 
by nature with. 


2. This light ſtandeth not in bare 


'27, 28229. ſpeculation, but lets fall upon the con- 


2 Pet. 2. 


ſcience,convincing arguments to the | 


bowing and humbling of the ſpirit. 

3. They ſubmit to theſe convicti- 
ons, and reform, and may for a time, 
not only come out from them that 
live in error, but eſcape the pollu- 


18 19,20 tions of the world , by the know- 


chap. 4. 
30s 


lege of our Lord and Saviour. Jeſus 


| Gal. 3.4. Chriſt. 


4. Yea, ſopowerful will this dif- 
penſation be,that it will prevail with 
them, to do and ſufter many m_ 

| or 
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| wheels, will be with their 
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for the vindicAaion of the truth of 
that Goſpel which they profeſs. For 

x. The word will be ſweet unto 
them. 

2. Chriſt, the gift of God, will gey.6.455; 
be reliſhed by them, 

3. The powers of the world to 
come will be in them; 


. Some workings of the Holy 


Ghoſt will be in them. 


And joy, which is as ol to the Luk. 8.12, 
ouls, 

Thus,l ſay, it is with ſome profeſ: 
ſors, who yet cannot be ſaid to depart 
from iniquity, that is, for all ado, 
becauſe the things that now are up- 
on them, abide with them but a- 
while. For awhile, they believe; Luk. 8.12, 
they rejoyce in the light far «ſeaſeni Joh. 5.35» 
$» they clean eſcape from them, ? **+23% 
who live in error for 4 little, or 
awhile ; and after that return to- 
their old courſe, and are again IN- 
tangled with. their. inquities and 
overcome, This 1s called, A tarn- 
ing- with the Dog to his own vomit 
again, 4 and with the Sow:that was waſhr . 


ed, ts ber wallowing in the. mire. And 


ſome of theſe are ſet forth by this and 
ſuch like ſayings.. Whenthe unclean 


ſpirit 


Mat. 12. 
43244» 452 | 


| Zo 
} A 


34 


 eth it empty, ſwept, and garmſhed. 


Pal. 110» 


ſperit is gone out of a man, he walketh 


powers of their ſouls. Their under- 


' their wills and minds, and affections 
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through dry places ſeeking reſt, and 
finding none.” Then he ſaith I will 
return into my houſe, from whence 1 
Cams out ; and when he is come, he find- 


Then. goeth he, and taketh with him: 
ſelf ſeven other ſpirits more wicked 
than himſelf;_and they enter in and 
awell there, and the laſt ſtate of that 
mans worſe thah the firſt, 

Now the cauſes of this declen- 
ſion, returning, or falling away 
again unto iniquity, are many. 

Firſt, One 1s for that this work , 
this work of power that they have 
been- made partakers of, has not 
been thorough enough upon all the 


ſtandings,their Judgments and Con- 
{ſciences have been dealt with, but 
the power of God has not been upon 


rizhtly to ſubdue them to the grace 
of the Goſpel. Indeed there ſeems} 
to be a ſubjection of the will, and an 
overruling of the mind, and affeCtions 
alſo, elſe they conld not for a time 
lay aſide their iniquity,come off from 
the pollutions of the world , - | 
ol 
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for a ſeaſon 'rejoyce in the: word 


and be pleaſed with the light there- 
of, But we may conſider, that this, 
may be, not for that a ſound work 
of God hath paſled , upon theſe 
powers of the ſoul, but-that rather- 
this was by realon of thoſe reflex 
acts, that the underſtanding zow in- 
lightened, the judgment zow inform- 
ed,and theconſcience zow convinced, 
had upon theſe other powers of the 
ſoul. And 1 the rather think it ſo,be- 
cauſe willingneſs, mindfulneſs of,and 
aftection for this Goſpel, laſted no 
longer than the light ſhined in their 
underſtandings, or than the things 
werereliſhed by their judement'and 
conſcience. So that when the light 
of their Candle went out, and when 
the taſte of this ſugar-plumb was 
ont of their mouth, their wills and 
affetions, not being poſſeſſed with 
the fear of God, they returned a- 
gain to their courſe , and went 
away as before with iniquity. 
Nor do I by. any thing here dif- 
courſed, lay blame or fault ar the 
door of God: For, | 
1. He isa free agent to do what. 
he pleaſeth, and may if he my 
ale 
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fſpsrit is gone out of a man, he walketh 


 eth it empty, ſwept , and garmſhed.|j 


Pſal. 110. 
Zo 


finding none.” Then he ſanth I will 


powers of their ſouls. Their under- 


' their wills and minds, and affections 
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through dry places ſeeking reſt, and 


return into my houſe, from whence 1 
Cams out ; and when he 1s come, he find- 


Then. goeth he, and taketh with him- 
ſelf ſeven other ſpirits more wickgd 
than himſelf, and they enter in and 
awell there, and the laſt ſtate of that 
man is worſe than the firſt, 

Now the cauſes of this declen- 
ſion, returning, or falling away 
again unto iniquity, are many. 

Firſt, One 1s for that this work , 
this work of power that they have 
been- made partakers of , has not 
been thorough enough upon all the 


ſtandings,their Judgments and Con- 
{ſciences have been dealt with, but 
the power of God has not been upon 


rizhtly to ſubdue them to the grace 
of the Goſpel. Indeed there ſeems 
to be a ſubjection of the will, and an 
overruling of the mind,and affections 
alſo, elſe they conld not for a time; 


_ lay aſide their iniquity,come off from 


the pollations of the world , = 
ol 
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for a ſeaſon 'rejoyce in the word 


and be pleaſed with the light there- 
of, But we may conſider, that this. 
may be, nor for that a ſound work 


of God hath paſſed upon theſe 


powers of the ſoul, but-that rather: 
this was by reaſon of thoſe reflex 
acts, [that the underſtanding zow in- 
lightened, the judgment oy inform- 
ed,and theconſcience zow convinced, 
had upon theſe other powers of the 
foul. And 1 the rather think it ſo,be- 
cauſe wilingneſs, mindfulneſs of,and 
affection for this Goſpel, laſted no 
longer than the light ſhined in their 
underſtandings, or than the things 
werereliſhed by their judgment'and 
conſcience. So that when the light 
of their Candle went out, and when 
the taſte of this ſugar-plumb was 
ont of their mouth, their wills and 
affeftions, not being poſſeſſed with 
the fear of God, they returned a- 
gain to their courſe, and went 
away as before with iniquity. 
Nor do 1 by any thing here dif- 
courſed, lay blame or fault art the 
door of God: For, | 
1. He isa free agent to do what 
he pleaſeth, and may if he a" 
ale 


Numb. 


24+ 3+ 
Adts 16. 


b-. - 
Heb. 6. 


Cant, 5. I» 
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fuſe to give any thing, or if he gives 
ſomething, why. may he not pive 
what he pleaſes alſo ? He may give 
ſpecial grace to one, andthat which 
is notſo to another : he may ope 
Baalams eyes, and open Lydia's heart ; 
he may give ſome but a taſte, and 
cauſe ſome. to eat abundantly. 'He 
_ ſuffer ſome to. fall away, and 
ee 
faith unto ſalvation.. 
2, Beſides, Gods withdrawing , 


to wit, of thoſe common workings, 
Af. they were withdrawn without a 


cauſe given.( which yet I queſtion.) 
yet why may they not be withdrawn 
from theſe, as well as from his own 


peculiar. ones. He knows but little, . 


that doth not know that God oft: 
times hides. his face from his. own, 
and alſo withdraws from them 
the light and great influences of the 


Holy Ghoſt : and turns them over | 
at_ leaſt in their own apprehenſions | 
to the ungodly, and to fallen An- | 
gels for their Chaſtiſement,or Tryal, | 


or Inſtrution, &c.. 


3. And why may not. God, ſince | 
- thefe Rebels had ſuch working with 


them, as that their minds, by their 


others by his power, through. | 


under=. 
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underſtandings, their will and affe- 
tions , by their judgment and con- 
ſciences were ſomewhat taken- and 
allured , cauſe a withdrawing of 
theſe for tryal, and to ſee if they 
would cry after him to return. 
But we will let theſe things paſs, 
and call you again to a remembrance 
of what is in hand : we are now 
wing that there be them that 
name the name of Chriſt, that yet de- 
part not from #n1quity, and in ſhewing 
the cauſe of their not ſo doing, one 
was for that the Goſpel came to 
them in word only ; and the other 
was for that though it came to 0- 
thers in power, yet not in power, 


| or in chat power, that effectually 


keepeth ſome to ſalvation. Upon 
this ſecond reaſon I now am, and 
am ſhewing how it comes to pals 
that they that are under the power 


| of the things that we have afore dil- 


courſed , ſhould notwithſtanding 


{ that return to their yomit again. 
# One cauſe of this declenſion , or 
| going back to iniquity 1 have juſt 


now touched upon, and we have 
ſome more behind. | 


Secondly, 


$7 


£8 


2 Pet. 1.9. 
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Secondly, Therefore ſuch perſons 
upon the withdrawing of thoſe in- 


fluences that at preſent are mighty | 
upon them , do forthwith forget, þ.: 


both what they had, and what 
work it made upon them. Straight- 
way they forget what manner of 
men they were: *Tis ſaid of 1ſ-ae/ 
they ſang his praiſes, they ſoon 
forgot his word.so theſe they forget. 


1. They forget what light and 
what conviction they had, 


2. They forget what ſorrow for 
lia they bad: 


= 


3. They forget what taſtes of 
Chriſt and his word they had. 


4. They forget what joy and com- t 


forc they had. 

5. They forget how fair for hee- 
yen they were, * 

6. And they forget how cleanſed 
once they were. | 

They have forgotten that they were 
purged from their old ſins. Now for- 
getfulneſs makes things that are paſt, 
as nothings ;, and if ſo, then it canlay 
no obligations upon the mind to 


ingage it to the delight of them, | 


and to the injoying of them, no not 


in the thoughts of them, as if they 


were 


»NS 
In- 
ty 
ety 
1at 
1t- 
of 
ael 
On 
er 
ad 


or 


of 


they are withdrawn , it will, even 
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ere remembred by us. For- 
etfulneſs is a very dangerous thing ; 
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makes preaching vain, profeſfion 1 Cor. rs. 


Ain, faith vain and all to no pur- »> 
5oſe. Such profeſſion is but a dream, 
nd the profeſſors but as dreamers; 
{ vaniſhes in the morning. - This 
nade Paul ſo caution the Corinths- 
2s, that they forgot not the preach- 
ng ; and the Author to the Hebrews, 
o.carneſtly call them, in their back- 
Iidiog , back to the remembrance 
f former days, and to the recolle- 
mg of what it was that then had He 


2+ 


H. 10; 


ade them fo willingly iadure their 32> 33 


vreat fight of affliction. 


| Forgetfulneſs,1 iay,makes things,o- 


hings , It makes us as if things had 
ever ben and ſo takes a way from 
he ſoul one great means of ſtay , 
apport and incouragement, when 
hoice D.zvid was dejected, the re- 
embrance of the Hill Hermon 
is his ſtay: when he was to go 
but againſt Goliah, the remembrance 
dt the Lyon and the Bear was his 
lupport : ſo when-thoſe that have 
nad the power of the things of God 
pon them, can think of this; when 


the 
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the thinking of. it will have ſome 
kind of operation upon the. ſoul. 
And therefore you ſhall find that 
the recovering of a backſlider, uſv-} 
ally begins at the remembrance of 
former things. Remember therefore | 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do thy firſt works. | 
"Tis marvelous to ſee how ſome 
men are captivated with this for- | 
getfulneſs. Thoſe that ſometimes | 
have prayed,cryed, groaned,and figh- 
ed for eternal life : Thoſe that ſome. 
- times thought no pains too much,no 
way too far, no hazzards too great 
to run for eternal life z thoſe who 
ſometimes were captivated with the 
word, and with the comforts and joy 
thereof, and that, had it been poſlible, 
could have pulled out their eyes, and | 
have ag them to a Goſpel Min!- | 
ſter, ſo dear, and ſweet were the | 
good tidings which they brought to | 


pPrCo—_—_ 


fuch. 


 Ifay*tis marvelous to ſee how ſuch 


men are captivated with. the for | 


þ þ 
5 


getfulneſs of this. They are as if | 
they never had been them men; they { 
are, as if they never had had ſuch | 
things; or as if they had never had + 
thought | 
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thought - about them. Yea, they 
are ſtrange, and Carry it ſtrangely to 
all thoſe that {till are under the power 
hat. of that word, and of that mighty 
1ſz. & hand, by which ſometimes themſelyes 
of | were guided. | 
re 8 Should one ſay to ſome, Art not 
1t, thou the man that I once ſaw cry- 
ing under a Sermon, that 1 once 
me |} heard cry out, what muſt I do to be 
or- | ſaved, and that ſometime ago 1 
1es | heard ſpcak wellot the holy word 
7h. | of God: how askew will they look 
ne. | upon one ; Or if they will acknow= 
no | ledge that ſuch things were with 
at | them once, they do it more like 
ho | images and rejefted Ghoſts, than 
he # men. They look as if they were 


ed to powder, and now fit” for 
1d { nothing, but to be caſt into the fire, 
i | and burned. The godlineſs from 
16 | which they are departed, and the 
0 | iniquity unto which again they have 


joyned themſelyes, has ſo altered, ſo 
metamorphoſed, . and changed their 
! heart , and mind, and ways. This 
if | therefore is the ſecond thing which 
y { ſhews why ſome that have been un» 
1 der ſomething of the power of 
things, 


dy | blaſted, withered, caſt out and dry- Joh. rs. 


F 


Mat. 4» 


16, In, 
Luk.8.13- fefſion , and call themſelves an hun- # 
dred fools, for being ſo heedleſs, | 
ſo witleſs, and unwary to mind 
Gods holy things, in ſuch a time | 
and day, Then they bethink with } 
themſelves how to make an _—_—— 
e 


' Beauty 0f "Chriſtianity. 


things, are agaizgwith iniquity, en 
tangied and overcome. 

Thirdly, Another thing that mak: 
theſe enlightened ones that they con 
tinue not to depart from . iniquity, 
is the perſecution that always at 


. tends the word : for perſecution al. 
ways attends the word, - that of the] 


Tongue, Or that of the Sword : Now 
theſe men that were once enhghten- 
ed, though they cannot remem- 


| ber what they were themſelves , 


yet Satan helps them to think that 
their neighbours remember what 
they were : and having now: loſt the 


ſavor, the ſence of what they oncef 


had, and finned away that ſpirit 
that brought it to them, they grow 
weak ; yeare above all men the 


© Moſt unable. to ſtand up, to abide 


the ſhock, and-tryal, rhat for their 
profeflion is' coming upon them. 


Wherefore, by and by they. are offend- |: 


ed; to wit, with their own pro- 


 o-p® 


_—_ © Am en a wy = of A x-= 
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ble retreat, which they ſuppoſe 
they uſually do, by finding faultfirſt 


NF with their own unadviſedneſs, and 


of the over-perſwaſiveneſs of others; 


{they alſo now begin to ſay farewel 
# conſcience, yea, God and Heaven 
| and all, and joyn in confederacy with 
{ the world again. 


Thus are they in 
fear, where-no fear is; and the ſound 
of a ſhaken leaf doth chaſe them. 


And there are four things are the 


cauſe of this. 
Firſt, For that, notwithſtanding 


|| the former power that attended the 


word to their hearts, their hearts 


| Cid ſtill abide as hard as arock, - 


there was no true and found Þbreak- 
ing, nor ſoftning in that : wherefore 
there the word wanted depth of 
earth, as our Lord is pleaſed to 
call it; and anon when the Sun was 
up, that which remained was pre- 


ſently ſcorched, and ſo withered 


away, 
Secondly, Notwithſtanding what 


x they had ſometimes injoyed, yet the 
| grace of the fear of God was want- 
z ing in them ; ſo wanting, that what 
$ ſhould hinder but that they ſhould re- 
{ turn to go as they came, and leave 


Chriſt, 


P 
5 


Pal. 78. 
30,36, 37» 


fal. 


_ again. 


I2 E > d : 
: ſach as turn aſide unto their own crooks 
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Chriſt, the Goſpel, and the peopk 
of God to ſhift as well as they can fot 
theniſelyes. - "= 
Thirdly, All that they injoyed did 
not eftrange their heart from their 
Iuſts, though when they were in 
the power of things they were 
deader to'them than formerly; | 
ſay than formerly: And it is even 
with ſuch, as with them, who are 
for a time taken off from what yet 
they love, by ſome new- imploy in 
which they are ingaged. ' Saul went 
out to look. for David to kill him, 
but when he came at Nazoth in Ra 
mah, the fpirit of God came upon 
him and he propheſied.But this laſted 
but for a while, Saul ſoon returned 
to his old enyy againſt the holy man 
Fourthly, It comes upon them even 
of judgment and wrath, for ſince 


they ſo ſoon give way to ſin, and for- 


get, God 1uffereth them to fall into 
fear of men,and to force their hearts 
to comply with bad things, even as 


Fadas and Dewas did ; till they are 


ſwallowed up of that Gulph, into 
which the ungodly deſcend. As for 


ed 


—_ 
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ed ways the Lord ſhall lead them forth 


with the workers of iniquity. 

When once God is angry with 
a people; -He can deal with them , 
He can give them up to thoſe luſts 
in jadgment,that they will not be ſe 
parated from by mercy. Yea, he can 
make a way for his anger to over- 
take them that have made a way 
by the deceits of their hearts , 
to go a Whoring from under him. 

And theſe are the cauſes, why 
thoſe that were once inlightned and 
have taſted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to ceme, 
return with the Dog to his own 
Vomit again, and ſo though they 
have or do name the name of 
Chriſt, yet depart not from ini- 
quity. 


Thirdly, A third Reaſon,why they The third 
that name the name of Chriſt, do reaſon, 


not depart from iniquity, may be, 
becauſe Grace is weak, and cor« 
ruption ſtrong. I ſpeak now of them 
that ace truly gracious : for as thoſe 


$ that neyer had nothing but notion, 


did zever at all depart from iniqui« 
ty; and as thoſe that never had ſa- 
ving grace, though common works 

E ings 


Tfa.64- 6. 
Plal. 143+ 


2. | 
Heb. 13+ - 


I. 
Mat. 6. 12» 


- 
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ings were withthem, do but a bttle 


depart from iniquity: ſo thoſe” that 
yet have the grace of God in them, 
intruth, do not, as they ſhould, de- 
part from iniquity : Wherefore the ex- 
hortation 1s as much to them as it 


' 1s to any body elſe; And let them 


that name the name of Chriſt , with 
gracious lips, depart from iniquity. FOr 
though there is a great difference 
*twixt theſe, and the two ſorts that 
1 mentioned before, theſe having 
the true principles of holineſs in 
themz but the other nothing theres» 
of : yet they, even they, alſo have 
need of this exhortation - for they 
do not as they ſhould, depart from 
iniquity. _Their graces, as I ſaid 
are weak, and that is the reaſon 
thereof. | 
That theſe do not depart from 


| Iniquity as they ſhould, is clear. 


1. For that their higheſt as of 


holineſs, are tainted therewith, and 


made imperfect thereby : this 1s 


manifcſt, becauſe they ill are afraid | 


to ſhew themſelyes, before God in 
their own works, and becauſe they 
betake them for acceptation with 
God, to the Pricſtly Office of Chriſt, 


and }. 
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and pray by him, Forgive #us our 
treſpaſſes. 
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2. This is clear alſo, becauſe we »Pet. 3. 
are, while in this world, no where 18- 
by the word, ſaid to have attained He? 5:12 


to the mark and point of abſolute 
perfection ; but are bid to grow , 
to follow on, to preſs forward, and 


Phil. 3.12, 


I 35 I 4+ 
2 Cor.7.l. 


to - perfect halineſs in the fear of | 


God. Yea, the beſt of us alf, even 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, have 
not only made. it manifeſt by their 
imperfeftions, that as yetthey have 
not departed from iniquity, as they 
ſhould; but they have confeſled,and 
denyed not, that they were yet in 
the purſuit of righteouſneſs, and 
had not already attained. 

3. Taisis clear alſo, for that the 
righteouſneſs, by the which the beſt 
of Saints are juſtified in the fight of 
God, is a righteouſneſs of another, 
not their own ; the righteouſneſs of 


| another man, for that there is not 


any upon earth-that doth- good and 


{ſins not, And what need we pray, 
| forgive HS our treſpaſſes, appr oach God 


in the perſc&tions of another, and 


| be bid to p:rfett holineſs, if we had 


5 | already -attained, or were already 


E 2 | Pfls 
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perfeCt , or were io departed from 
iniquity as we (ſhould ? 

4. Ala-, the complaints of God 
concerning this matter doth ſuffici- 
ently teſtifie the truth of what I ſay. 
When God came to. his people in 
Egypt , and bid them forſake the 
Idols of eAzypr, they did not.. But 
they rebelled againſt me, ſays he, 
and would not hearken unto me: 
they did not, every man, caſt away 
the abominations of his eyes, nei- 
ther did they forſake the Idols of 
e/Zgypt. Wel), He ſaved:them out. 
of e#zyp:, and brought them into 
the Wilderneſs, and faid to them 
there, Obey my Laws and my Com. 
mandments ; Bur the Houſe of [ra 
cl rebelied againſt me 1n the Wil | | 
derneſs, they walked not in my Sta- || ; 
tutes, they deſpiſed my judgments, || 
Well, then he had them from the | « 

| Wilderneſs to Canaan, and then | : 
Ezck, 20, Taid to them, Keep my Laws. But ] ; 
when he had brought them into the || 

\ 


Land, then they alſopolluted them- 
xg , and ſinned againſt him as be. 
ore. 


Again, 
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Again, when God brought them Hag: 2.14” 


out of captivity, both they and 
every thing that they did was un- 
clean. A 

To he ſhort, what ſays Paul in the 
ſeventh to the Romans ? what ſays 
Fames 1n the third Chapter of his 
Epiſtle ? And what ſays John in 
his firſt Epiſtle, and firſt Chapter ? 
Do they not all confeſs, though 
themſelves were Apoſtles, and 10 
for Grace and Gifts beyond any 
that breath in this world , that ſin 
and 1niquity was yet with them ; 
and ſo conſequently that there was 
not as yet, that departing by them, 
therefrom, as there ſhould. 

And the reaſon, as ] have ſaid , 
Is becauſe grace is weak, weak in 
the beſt and moſt- ſtrong of the 
Saints of God. Hence the greateſt 
Sathts uſe to complain, when much 
aſſanited with corruprtions,or attend- 
ed with very hard fervice for God, 
of their weakneſs, and inſufficiency, 
as to a compleatneſs \of doing the 
will of God. | 

t. Moſes, when God did but bid 
him nouriſh and ſuccour ſ-ae/ 1n the 
Wilderneſs, and carry them in his 

E. 3, boſom, 


Jam. 3. 2. 
I Jo. 1. 9. 


Numb. IT. 
11,12,13, 
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boſom, as_ the Nurſing-father bear- 
etl the ſucking Child, was ſtricken 
with ſuck fear of miſcarrying , 
through the weakneſs of his graces 
and the power of his corruptions, 
That he cryed to God ſaying, 1 am 
. ot able to bear all this people alone, be- Þ| 
cauſe it is too heavy for me. And if 
thou -acal thus with me, kell me, 1 

pray thee, out of hand, and let me 

ot jec my areichedns. | 

2. Fov, when he was , for a proof 
cf his: Integr ity, tO be exerciled A- 
while with ſome of the ju dements of 
Gor, crys out in a ſer:ce of his wc aKk-. 
neſs to vear them, and to go through 
as he ſhould: Is my ſtrength the 

Jos. 12. ſtrergth of ſtones, or 3s my fleſh braſs: 
cp. Pry And again, Am T a Sea, or a Whale, 
24,25. That thou ſerteſt a watch over me * m_ 

i theu break a leaf driven to ard fro! 
Wl To wilt thou purſue the dry ſtut- 
| ble ? EH. _- 
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3. SO Daniel, when he was but to 
ſtand and talk with the Angel, how 
weak did he find himſelf 5 There 

Dan. 10, Temained, ſaith he, no ſtirenoth in me ; 
and, O my Lord, by the viſton'my ſor- 
rows are turned pon me and I have 
retained no ſtrength.” Far how can the 


fer 
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ſervant of this my Lord, talk with this 
_my Lord ? for. as for me, ſtraight- 
way there rematneth 110 ſtrength in 
me, neither 1s breath left in me. Some 
may ſay, but this is natural weak- 
neſs, But I ask,how-came nature tobe 
{o- weak, but through ſin ? the res 
mains whereof abiding {till upon the 
beit of Saints, make them, not- 
withſtanding their graces , unca- 
pable to do any thing as they 
ſhould. _, ; 

.4. Paul, a man of men, who had 
ſo much Grace, revelation of grace, 
and Communion with Chriſt, that 
fometimes he knew not whether he 
was 572 OF out of the body, and yet 
you find him making bitter com- 
Plaint of the weakneſs of his grace, 
and of the power of his corruptions. 
TI am Carnal, faith he, and what. I 
hate , that do I. How to perform 
that which +#s good I find not > 
when I would do good, evil is pre- 


ſent with me. But I ſee another Law ROM. 7. | 


in my members, warring ag4inſt the 

Law of my mind, and bringing, me into 

captivity to the Law of ſin, which is un 

my members. O wretched man that 

Iam, &c, What complaints, what. 
s - Y 'E 4 


— 


\ 
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confeſſions, what bewailings of 
weakneſs is here ? And what need || _ 
was there of any of this, if Paul || 1 


could, as he would, have depaited 1 
from iniquity ? | 


I have inſtanced in theſe four men, 
becauſe as to failings and” miſcarri- Y 
ages, they areas free ( by what the . 
holy record faith) as any four of 
whole lives you ſhall read in all the 
Bible : but you ſee that they were 
too weak todo, and depait from 
iniquity as they would. 

Grace may be ſaid to be weak, 
either when a lower or leſs degree 
thereof, is compared with a higher 
and greater degree of the ſame; or 
it may be ſaid to be weak when, 
in what degree of it you will, it 
ſhall be ingaged by, or ingage it 
ſelf againſt ſin, &c. 

1. There are degrees of grace in 
the world : ſome have leſs. and ſome 
bigger meaſures thereof, and accor- 
ding to the meaſure of grace recei- 
ved, ſo is a Chriſtian capable of a- 

Etion. He that has little, as but 
_ weakly ; he that has much,aQts more 
ftrongly ; and he of the Saints that 
has moſt, acfteth beſt of all ; but yet 
none 
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none of theſs three can act ſo as 
they ſhould and would, and, conſe- 
quently, fo depart from iniquity 
as 1s their duty. Witneſs thoſe four 
that I mentioned but now, Tor they 
are among the firſt rate of Saints , 


yet youſee what they did, and hear 


what they ſaid, 


Sin is a mighty Tyrant : it is alſo - 


inſtalled: in our fleſh,;-and has more- 
over that in it which. ſuiteth with 
what ever is ſenſual in us : The fleſh 


reliſheth it well, though the ſpirit of - 


the Chriſtian is againlt ir. 
Sin is an Active beaſt, and will 


| not admit that the ſoul ſhould at--. 


tempt to put. forth it ſelf in any good 


thing, without oppoſition, and con: - 
tradiction. When I ſhould do good, 


evil is preſent with me. 
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Sin 1s of a polluting and defiling - 


nature 3 and what grace ſoever it : 
toucheth, it ſtaineth,and in ſtaining, 
makes it weaker, than were 1t not. 


ſo defiled it would be. Belides, not 


a grace, nor an act of grace in the: 


ſoul- can eſcape untouched. 


Unbelief ſtands ready to arinoy . 
faith in the grace, as.well as in the - 


act of faith. . 


E:$.. Fly ds. 
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Hardneſs of heart will not let love 
ſo affeCtionately, and ſympathiling- 
ly act as it ſhould. 

Sence and "reaſon being polluted, 
will not let hope be o ſtedfaſtly 
fixed upon unſeen things as it 
ſhould. | | 

Pride will not let us be ſo humble 
as we ought; nor ſelf, ſo ſelf deny- 
ing :_ paſſion often interrupts our 
patiexce , and* angry motions Our 
meekneſs. By theſe and more that 
might be_ named, it appears that ſin 
Is in us, oppoſeth our graces, and 
letteth them from acting as they 
ſhould. , And becauſe this ſin has 
part of our ſelf in 'its poſſeſſion ; 
therefore, though our more noble 
part be” utterly againſt it, yet we 
dcpart not from it as we ſhould. 

God chargeth Moſes with raſh 
and unadviſed words, and ſo he 
doth Fob alſo : Daniel did wear the 
name of an Idol God; and Paul 
freely confeſſeth himſelf unfirm. 

Nor may what hath. now been 
ſaid, be applied to thoſe that are 
weak. in faith, and ſo in eyery other 
grace , for the ſtrongeſt grace when 
acted as well as we can, cannot cauſe 

that 


« 
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that we depart from iniquity . as we - 


ſhould. 


1. Becauſe the ſtrongeſt grace 
cannot act without oppolition. 

2. Becauſe we that are the actots 
are lame, infirm, and made weak by. 
fin that dwells in us. © 

3. Becauſe -grace and a ſtate- of 
grace, 1s not that wherein the per- 
tection deſigned for us doth lie ; for 
that is in another world. 

- 1. This is a place to aCt faith 
In. 

\2, . This a place to labour and tras . 
vel in. | 

'3. This is a place to. fight and 
wreſtle in. | 

4. This is--a place: tobe tryed : 
IN. 

And therefore this is no place of 
perfeftion,, and conſequently. no - 
place, where Gods people can de- 
part- from iniquity as they ſhould. 

Naw there is'a twofold way. af... 
departing from iniquity. | 

1:. One is. when the..mind- 1s ſet - 
againſt, it, and withdrawn from-the. : 
lave and liking of it4v1; 4 - 


p 
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2. The other is when the pra- 
 Qtice of it 1s ſhunned by the whole 
man. 

The firſt of theſe ways, the 
Saints though they truly do depart 
from iniquity, yet depart not from 
it as they ſhould, 

1. Their underſtanding ſees not 
the utmoſt baſeneſs thatis in it. 

2, Their judgment is not infor- 
med about the vileneſs of it to per- 
fection. 

3- The conſcience has not yet 
been convinced ofall the evil that 
iSinit. Then, _ ; 
. 1. How ſhould the ſoul abhor it 
as it ſhould. | 

2. How ſhould the deſires depart 
from it, with that fervency as they 
ſhould. | | 

3. And the will and affeftions fo 
turn away from it as they ſhould. 


Secondly, As to the ſhunning of 
the atts of fin, there we alſo come 


wonderful ſhort. 
_ We ſhan not the fins of others as 
we/ ſhould: This is made appear; 
1, For that we ſhun not the 


company of baſe men as we 


- ſhould. 


2, Nor! 
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2. Nor ſhun or refuſe to imitate 
them in their evil, as we ſhould. 
How eaſily are good men perſwa- 
ded to comply with bad mens ways : 
Yea, 7ehoſaphat himſelf ſaid to Ahab 
that baſe one ; Behold, 1 am as thou 1 Kings 
art, my people as thy people, my horſes ?* 4: 
as thy ok Toſeph pt —_— 
in Pharaohs Court, to ſwear by Gen. 42. 
Pharoahs life. Peter alſo when diſ: i 
ſembling was in faſhion - among i oy : : | 
the people, could learn to diſſem- * 
ble likewiſe. | 
We ſhun not our own fins, or 
the ſins of our own company as we 
ſhould. "Sy 
Chriſtians learn to be proud one 
of another z to be covetous one of 
another; to be . treacherous and 
falſe one of another; to be cowardly 
in Gods matters one of another ; 
to be remiſs and negligent'in Chri- 
ſtian, duties one of another. | 
Beſides, If I ſhould go about to , &,m.12; 
ſhew here, how Chriſtians will hide x2. 
iniquity, as David; how they will Exod. 32: 


 +excuſe-it, as did Aaron, how they 222 2374 


will plead for it, as did the men of 10085, 

"the City of Foaſh for Baal, andthe © Oo 
like, 1 might ſoon make it abun: C 
; dautly 


[ 
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2. The other is when the pra- 
Ctice of it 1s ſhunned by the whole 
man. : 

The firſt of theſe ways, the 
Saints though they truly do depart 
from iniquity, yet depart not from 
it as they ſhould, 

1. Their underſtanding ſees not 
the utmoſt baſeneſs thatis in it. 
2. Their judgment is not infor- 
med about the yileneſs of it to'per- 
feCtion. 

3- The conſcience has not yet 
been convinced ofall the evil that 
iSinit, Then, ; 
1. How ſhould the ſoul abhor it 
as it ſhould. 

2. How ſhould the deſires depart 
from it, with that fervency as they 
ſhould. 

3. And the will and affeCtions ſo 
turn away from it as they ſhould. 

Secondly, As to the ſhunning of 


the ats of ſin, there we allo comef 


wonderful ſhort. | 
_ We ſhin not the fins of others as 
we/ſhould':; This is made appear, 
1, For that. we ſhun not the 


company of baſe men as we 


- ſhould. 


2, Nor! 
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2. Nor ſhun or refuſe to imitate 
them in their evil, as we ſhould. 
How eaſily are good men perſwa- 
ded to comply with bad mens ways : 
Yea, 7ehoſaphat himſelf ſaid to Ahab 
that baſe one ; Behold, 1 am as thou 1 Kings 
art, my people as thy people, my horſes *© ® 
as thy . horſe. Toſeph could learn 
in Pharaohs Court, to ſwear by Gen. 42. 
Pharoahs life. Peter alſo when dif- 15315: 
ſembling was in faſhion - among oo _ __ 
the people, could learn to diſſem. * 
ble likewiſe. | 
We ſhun not our own ſins, or 
the fins of our own company as we 
ſhould. ; | 
Chriſtians learn to be proud one 
of another ; to be covetous one of- 
another ; to be . treacherous and 
falſe one of another; to be cowardly 
in Gods matters one of another ; 
to be remiſs and negligent'in Chri- 
ſtian duties one of another. | 
Beſides, If I ſhould go about to , ganz; 
ſhew here, how Chriſtians will hide 12. 
iniquity, as David, how they will Exod. 32: 
excuſe it, as did Aaron, how they Join 6 
' witl plead for it, as did the men of 102: 0, 
the City of Joaſh for Baal, andthe 
like, 1 might ſoon make it abun- 
dantly 


[ 
” 


4 Eloth Life the 

dantly appear,that Chriſtians do not 
depart from iniquity as they ſhould. 
And - therefore the exhortation 
ſtands. good, and of uſe to the beſt 
of Saints on earth, that they and e- 
very of them ſhould depart ' from inz- 
quity. Yea, the obſervation alſo that 
they do not do.it as they ſhould, doth 
ſtil] ſtand good againſt us. 

' Wherefore, as it is true in- thoſe 
that have nothing but notion, and 
that it is true in thoſe that are 


wrought upon,but not effectually:ſo.it 


is true, upon thoſ that are truly gra- 


cious; obſervation, proves it fears;of 


damnation prove It; the outcry of 


the world,. proves it; and the con- 


feſlion of the beſt men, proves it. 


I come now to another obſervati-.. 


On, with which 1 will preſent you,and 
that is this,namely,chat every one that 
52 way of profeſſion and religion names 
the name of Chriſt, ſhould depart from 
sr:4quity.l ſay, that every one that ina 
way of profeſſion and Religion, nam- 
eth the. name of Chriſt, ſhould depart 
from iniquity... This. truth: needs 
more prattice. than - proof : For , I 


think there are none that have ei- 


thee Scripture. ar, reaſon. by them, 


-” 


but. 


— 


pOIT — th. th woes wee. fool Hhoed » YN C— — Lon with an. >) ey 


whoſe Dilciples you pretend to Þ8, 
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but will freely conſent. to this. 

Noris there any thing ambiguous 
1n the obſervation that we need: ow 
to Itand upon the explaining of. For, 

What iniquity is, who knows not ? ? 

That it cleaves to the beſt, who. 
knows not ? 

That it is diſgraceful to profeſſi- 
on, who knows not ? and therefore 
that it ought to be departed from, 
who knows not ? 

But becauſe the motives in partt- 


| cular may not be ſo much conſidered 


as they ought, and becauſe *cis Sa- 
tans deſign to tempt us to be un- 
holy, and to keep iniquity and the 
profeſiing man together : therefore 
I will in this place ſpend ſome ars 
guments.upon you that profeſs, and 
in a way of profeſſion do name. the 
name of Chriſt,,, that you depart 
from iniquity ; to wit,” both in the 
inward thought, .and 1n the outward 
practice of ir. And thoſe argu- 
ments ſhall be of four-ſorts, ſome re. 


| ſpecting Chriſt, ſeme his Father,ſome 


our ſelves, and ſome the World. 
Firſk, The Chriſt, whom you pro- 
feſs, whoſe name you name , and 


is 


| 
; 

; 

t 

1 

| 

« 

\ 
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Heb.7.26. Is holy. Be ye holy, for 1 am holy. 


x Theſ. 


$. 22. 


This is natural to our diſcourſe : 

for if Chriſt be holy, and if we 
profeſs him, and in profeſling of 
him, declare that we are his Diſci- 
ples, we ought therefore to depart 
from iniquity, that we may ſhew 
the truth of our profeſſion to the 


* world. 


Secondly, They that thus name the 


name of Chriſt, ſhould depart from 


iniquity, becauſe This Chriſt, whoſe 
name\, we name, .zs loving, Thoſe 
that have a loving Maſter, a Ma- 


ſter that is continually extending his- 


love unto his Servants, ſhould be 
forward in doing of his will, that 
thereby they may ſhew their ſence, 
and acceptartion of the love of their 
Maſter. Why, this is his will, that 


we depart from: - iniquity , that we. 
: that we iy every. 


throw ſin awa 
appearance © 'evil. 

Thirdly, 
name of Chriſt ſhould depart from 
iniquity, Becauſe of the honour and 
reputation of their Lord. 


his' name, ſhould yet abide by , and 


They that thusname the. 


"Tis a dif- þ 
-paragement to Chri/#, rhat any of his ||; 
ſervants, and that any- that name . 


CQD=. 
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noureth his Father , and a ſervant bis 
eaſter : If then I be a Father,where 
is mine bonouy ? and if I be a Miſter, 
where is my fear ? ſauth the Lord of 
Hoſts, unto you, O Prieſts, that deſpiſe 
my name? and ye ſay, wherein have 


we deſpiſed thy name. 


Fourthly, TT hey that name the name 
of Chriſt ſhould depart from. iniqui- 
ty, becauſe of his name , that his 
name may not be evil ſpoken of by 
men : for our holineſs puts a luſtre 
and a beauty upon the name of 
Chriſt, and our xo: departing from, 
iniquity draws a cloud upon it. 
Wherefore we ought to depart from 
iniquity, that the name of the Lord 
Jeſus may be glorified, and not re. 
proached through us. 


8x 


continue with iniquity. A ſon ho Mal. 1.6. 


Fifthly, They that name the name ' 


of Chriſt ſhould depart from int- 
quity, becauſe of the Goſpel of the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, That the Goſs 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which 


| they profeſs, may not be evil ſpo- 
Fken of by our neighbours. The Goſpel 


is called holy; therefore let them be 
holy that, profeſs it : The which 
they can by no means bezif they de- 

. part 


2 Pet. 2. 
2J. 


f 


_ tation in the world. 


1 Tim. 2. 
IO. 
Heb. 3. 1. 
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part not from iniquity. Men can. 
not ſerve the deſigns of the Goſ- 
pel, and their own worldly and 


Heſhly deſigns. But they that pro-| 


fels the name of Chriſt, they ſhould 
be tender of his Goſpel, that they 
keep that in good eſteem and repu: 
The which 
they - can by no means do , unleſs 
they depart from iniquity. 

 Szxthly, They that name the 
name of Chriſt ſhould depart from 
miquity, Becauſe -the very profeſſion of 
that name is holy. The profcilion ; 
is an holy profeſſion. Be ye clean 
that bear the veſſels of the Lord": 
The veſlels, that is, the profeſſion 
for 'by that, isas it were, carried 
about thename, and Goſpel of Jeſus 


Chriit., We muſt therefore lay a- 


lide all iniquity, and ſuperfluity of 
nauvghtineſs, and doas perſons pro- 
felling . Godlineſs, as profeſling a 
profcſſion, that Chriſt is.the Prieſt 
of, the High-Pricſt of. It is a. re- 


proach to any man to be but-a | 
bunglcs - at his profeſſion, to be || 


but a ſloven in his profeſſien. And 


it is the honour of a man+to be | 


excellent in the managing of his 
pro- 


c 
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profeſſion. - Chriſtians ſhonid be 


excellent in the managment of their 
profeilion, and ſhould make that 


83 


| which is good in itlelf, good to 


the Church and to the world, by 
a ſweet and cleanly managing of 
it, ; | 
Seventhly, They that profeſs the 
name of Chriſt, - or that name it 
religiouſly, ſhould to their utmoſt 
depart from iniquity, becauſe of the 
Church of Chriſt which is holy. He that 
religiouſly proicficth the name of 
Chriſt, has put himſelf into the 
Church of Chriſt, though not into 


a particular one, yet into the unt- 


verſal one. - Now that is holy. 
What agreement then hath the tem- 


ple of God with Idols ? I, orany , cx, 5, 


Pillar, or Poſt, or Pin, c> mem- 16. 
ber of that temple. One black 
ſheep is quickly eſpied among five 
hundred white ones, and one Mmai.- 
Zie one will ſooninfet many. One 
alſo among the Saints, .that is not 


| clean, is a blenijſh to the reſt, and, 
| as Solomon Iays, one ſmner deſtroyeth Eccl.9.18, 


much good. 


Fe Eighthly, 


% 


waſh their hands and their feet in 
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E:ghtly, They that profeſs the pe 


name of Chriſt, or that name that 
name religiouſly, ſhould depart 
from iniquity, Becauſe of the Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, for they are holy. 
Men of old before they went in to 
meddle with holy things, were to 


a veſſel prepared for that purpoſe, 
Now fince they that name that name 
religiouſly do alſo meddle with 
Chriſts appointments, they muſt al- 
io waſh and be clean : cleanſe your 
hands ye -finners if you mean to 
meddle with Chriſt in his appoint- 
ments : Waſh leſt God cut you off 
for your not departing from int- 
quity. 

Nimhly, They that name the 
name of Chriſt religiouſly, ſhould 


aga 
the 


depart from iniquity , 
Chriſts obſervers. There ars many 
that keep their eye upon Chriſt, 
and that watch for an opportunity 


to ſpeak againſt him even through |} 
the ſides of thoſe that profeſs him. | 


becanſe of | 


Behold ., this child is ſet for the fall | 
and riſing again of many in Iſrael : | 


And for a ſign that ſhall be ſpoken 


Some take occaſion to 


gens ſpeak 
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ſpeak againſt him, becauſe of the 
meannelſs of his perſon ; here ſome 


[again ſpeak againſt him, becaule of 


the plainneſs of his dofrine ;, alſo 
ſome ſpeak againſt him, becauſe of 
the meanneſs of his followers ; and 
ſome ſpeak againſt him, becauſe of 
the evil deeds of ſome that profeſs 
him. But if he that gives juſt oc- 
caſion of offence to the leaſt of Saints 
had betrer be drowned in the 
Sea with a Mill-ſtone about his 
neck : what think you, ſhall his judg- 
ment be , who, through his 
mingling of his profeſſion of Chrifts 
name, with a wicked life ſhall 
tempt or provoke men to ſpeak a- 
gainſt Chriſt? 

[ come now to thoſe arguments 
that reſpect God the Father. 

Firſt, Then, they that profeſs 


| the name of Chriſt ſhould depart 


from iniquity ; becauſe of God the 
Father, becauſe God the Father has 


| made Chriſt to be to us what he 1s 7 
| to wit , the Apoſtle and High» 
| Prieſt of our profeſſion. He that ho- 
| noureth not the Son, honoureth not the Joh. g. 23; 
| Father, which hath ſent him. © Nor chap-15-8. 


can the Father be honoured by us, 
but 


$5 


I Cor. Is 


gO 
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- that you have believed in him, de- 


ſo it 1s the Father, who hath called 
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but by our departing from iniquity, = 
All our talk and profeſſion of Chriſt, 
adds no glory to his Father, who 
has made him our King, and Prieſt, 
and Prophet: if it be not joyned toÞ" 
an holy <onverſation. Wherefore, | 
if you profeſs the name of Chriſt, 
and would hold the word in hand, | 


- 


part from iniquity, for the Fathers| 
:3te that hath ſent him. 

Secondly, As it is the Father which: 
has made Chriſt ro us waat he 1s; 


vs to partake of Chriſt and all his 
. benefits; Wherefore we muſt depart from 
* iniquity, that profeſs the name of | 
Chrift, that we niay glorifie him for f® 
bis call. He has called us to the 
fellowſhip of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
That 1s/ to partake of all that, good' 
that is in him, as Mediator, and to 
be done by him for thoſe that truſt Þ 
in im. Nor had we eyer come out 
of a curſed and condemned condi- Þ4 
tion, to Chriſt for life and bleſſed- [F< 
neſs 0 but by the call of the Father ; = 

a 


For *tis not of works, but of bim that 
calleth : now ſince hehas called us to 
this provenege, Leven us whom he has 

Called F 


> 
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called ] and left others in their fins Heb. z-1. 


fto periſh by” his judgments , it is - 


meet, we ſhould depart from ini- 
quity. Specially ſince tie call by 
zhich he called us, 1s heavenly, and 
holy, and becauſe he has not only 
alled us to glory, but to vertue. 

_ Thirdly, We that reiigiouſly name 
he name of Chriſt, ſhould depart 


Irom iniquity,. becauſe God the Fa- 


her of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 
ommanded us ſo to do. Wherefore 


eird up the loyns of your minds, 
de ſober, and hope to the end, for 


he- grace that is to be brought un- 
o you at the reyelation of Jeſus 
hriſt. As obedient Children, not 


laſhioning your ſelves according to 
your former luſts in your ignorance ; 


but as he that has called you is holy, 
0 be ye holy in all manner of con- 
erſation : Becauſe it is written , 
Be ye holy, as 1 am holy. 

Fourthly, They that religiouſly 
ame the name of Chriſt, (ſhould 
depart from iniquity, that they may 


anſwer. the end for which they are 


alled to profeſs his name, The 
ather has therefore called them to 
rofeſs his name, that they might be 

af LEES 
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trees of righteouſneſs, the planting 
of the Lord, that he might- be glo- 
rified. Doſt thou then profeſs the 
name of Chriſt, bring forth thoſc 
fruits that become that holy profel. 
ſion, that you may be called trees 
of righteouſneſs, and that God may 
be glorified for, and by . your pro. 
felled ſubjeftion to the Goſpel of 
his Son. | 

Fifthly, They that name(as afore) 
the name ofthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſhould depart from iniquity,that the) 
may ſhew to the world the nature an 
power of thoſe graces, which God the Fa- 
ther has beſtowed upon them that do relis 
giouſly name the name of Chriſt. And the 
rather, becauſe , he that religiouſly 
nameth that name, declareth even 


by his ſo naming of him, that he has] 1 


received grace of the Father, to 
enable him ſotodo. Now he can- 
not declare this by deeds, unleſs he 
depart from iniquity-: and his decla- 
ring of it by words alone ſignifies lit- 
tle toGod or man, 

S:xthly, We therefore that rel!- 
giouſly name the name of Chriſt, 
ſhould alſo depart from iniquity; 
becauſe the ſpirit of the Father = 

:-.-.. ol 
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ing] elſe be grieved. The countenancing Eph.4-30: 
lo4 of iniquity; the not departing there- .. 
thej from, will grieve the holy fpirit of | 
ofe} God, by which you are ſealed to ly 
fel} the day of redemption: and that is a | 
es] fin of an higher naturethan men com- - 
ay} monly are aware of. He that griev- 
ro-j eth the ſpirit of God fhall ſmart for 
off it here, or in Hell, or both. And 
that ſpirit that ſometimes did illu= 
re) minate, teach and inſtruCt them , y 
iſt, can 'keep ſilence, can. cauſe. darks 
hey nefs, can withdraw it ſelf, and ſuf- -F 
2d] fer the ſoul to fin more and more ; 
Fa and this laſt is the very judgment of 
eli-| Judgments. He that grieves the x Ther, s; 
thel ſpirit, quenches it 3and he that quen- 19. | 
fly} ches it, vexes it 5 and he that vees 
ren it, ſets it againſt himſelf,and tempts 
nasÞ It to haſten deſtruction upon him- : 
to] ſelf, Wherefore take heed, profeſſors, I: 53-10. 
an- 1 ſay take heed, you that religiouſly *5 5: 9 
he name the name of Chriſt, that you 
1a-| meddle not with iniquity, that you 
1t-j tempt-not the ſpirit'of the Lord 
to' do ſuch things againſt you, 

1; | whoſe beginnings are dreadful, and 
it, | whoſe end in working of judgments 
is unſearchable. A man knows not . 
whither he is going, nor where he 

| F ſhall 


1 Joh. 1.6, 


chap. 2.4: 
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ſhall ſtop, _ that is but entring into 7, 
temptation ; - nor. whether he ;ſhallſ þ 
ever turn back, or go out at thef {; 
gap that is right before him.He that] ;; 
has begun to grieve the Holy Ghoſt ; 
may be ſuffered to go on untill hef , 
has ſinned rhar fin which is called] ; 
the Sin againſt the, Holy Gholſt.| f 
And if God ſhall once give thee upſ ;. 
to that, then thou art in the Ironſ 
cage, out. of which there is neither} ,, 
deliverance nor redemption. Let eve-f \ 
ry one therefore that nameth the = 
of Chriſt, depart from iniquity, upon , 
this ſecond conlideration.: A 
Thirdly, In the next place, I come} \ 
now to thoſe arguments that do re- ;, 
ſpect thy ſelf.- @ 
Firſt, Thoſe that religiouſly} 
name the name of Chriſt ſhould , I. 
mult depart fram iniquity, becauſe 
elle our profeſſion of him 1s but 
a lie. If we ſay we have fellowſhip } 
with him, ara walk ta aarkzeſs, wer 
lie. And waik in darkneſs : that || 
is, abd- walk in iniquity, and de- | 
part from a lite that is- according || \ 
to the courſe of this World, Ae, 
that faith, 1 know him, and keepeth not | ;. 
his commanaments, is a lyer, and the 
Wes truth 


Beauty af Chriſtianity. 
ntol tb 5s 'not i him : The truth that 
ball he :profeſſes to: know, and - that he; 
thel caith/he hath expericnce--of, is not 
bath jn-him: Every man.that nameth'the 


"1 King-17. 


k . 2 
olt] vame of Chriſt,is not therefore a man *# 


hel of God,nor is the word in every mans 
led mouth, truth 3 though he makes/pro- 
I.1 felon of. that worthy name. It 
UP] is then truth zi him, . and ro others 


Ol with reference 'to | him, when his gey.2. 2,9. 
nerf mouth and his-:life ſhall agree. chap. 3.9 


Ve-1 Men may fay they are. Apoſtles, 
br "be lyers : they may ſay, they 
ON] are Fews, that is Chriſtians, and lie, 
and -be lyers, 'and lie in ſo ſaying. 
met Now this is the higheſt kind of ly-. 
It ing, and - certainly muſt therefore 
work the ſaddeſt ſort of effefts. Thus 

fly} mans beſt things are lies. His ve= 
ry ſaying, 1 know him, 1 have 
fellowſhip with him, Iam 2 Few, a 
ut} Chriſtian, 'is.a lie. His life giveth 


"ip | his moath the lie : and. all Knowing Ads 5. 4. 
He lies un- Kev: 21.8. 


We | men are ſure he lies. 1. 
at | to God : he-ſpeaks lies the pres 
ſence,:: and ro the very face of God. 
15 | Now this isa daring thing : Iknow 
Te } their lies, faith he : and ſhall he nc: 
0? } recompence, for this? 
«Triptures in the Margent, and take 

- "FE 2 heed, 


27» 


chap, 22s 


I5. 


See theſe. 


A . 
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heed. ' I ſpeak toyou that religiouſ.' 
ly name [the name: ofi Chriſt. and 
yet: do, not- depart: from- iniquity. 
' 2. 'He lies unto: mins. every knowe 
"ing manz' every | man that is able to 
judge - of the tree by the fruit, 
knows that that 'man 1s a-lier, and 
that his. whole profeſſion asto him- 
felf is ale, if he doth not depart 
from-/iniquity. [Thus Paul.called the 
ſflowbellies; the; unſound profeſſors 
Tit.r. 12, among the Cretians,liers. They wete 
13,145 152 ſo in hiseyes, for that: their profeſſi- 
16. on of the name of Chriſt was not 
ſeconded with ſucha life as. became 
a people profeſſing godlineſs. They 
did not depart from iniquity. But 
again, 3. Such a man isa lier to his 
own ſoul. What ever ſach an one 
promifeth to himſelf, his ſoul will 
find ita lie. There be many in| 
the world that profeſs the name of 


Chriſt;- and conſequently -promilſe 

their ſoul the injoyment of that good, 

that indeed is wrapt up in him, but | 

they will certainly be miſtaken here- 

about, and with the- greateſt terror, 

will findit ſo, when they ſhall hear 

Luk.1z, that direful ſentence, Depart from 
27 me, all ye workers of iniquity. Chriſt 
is 
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is reſolved that.the,looſe-lived prc- 
teſlor ſhall not. ſtand in the judgment, 
ty. | nor-any ſuch ſinners inthe congre- 
we | gation. of the righteous. Lhey 
to | have lied to God, to men, and -to 
it, | themſelves; but J.ſus then. will not 
nd | lie untothem : He will plainly tell 
m- | them that he hath not known them, 
zrt | and that they ſhall not abide in his 
be | preſence. Bur, | 

rs | - Secondly, Thofe that religiovily 
te | name the name of Chriſt ſhould 
fi- | depart from iniquity, elſe, as they 
ot | are liers intheir profeſſion, ſo hey 
ne | are ſelf-deceivers. I told you bur 
ey | now ſuch lie 'to-themſelves, and fo 
ut | conſequently they deceive them. * _.. 

1is | ſelves. But be ye doers of the word, Jam.1. 22. 
ne | mot -hearers only, 'decetving your own 

all | ſelves. *Tis a fad thing for a man, 

in | 1n, and; about eternal things, to 

of | prove a deceiver of others 3 but 

ſe | for a man ''to deceive himſelf ; 

d, | his own ſelf of eternal life , 

ut | this is ſaddeſt of all : Yet there is in 

e- | man a+ propenſenels ſo to do. 

r, | Hence the Apaſtle fays, be not de- 

ar þ cezved,' and let no man deceive him- 

- | ſelf. And again, {f any man among Yer. 26. 
you ſeem to be religious, end bridleth 

F 3 ot 
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rot his tongue , but deceiveth his own 


heart,this mans Religion is vain, Theſe 
words [ But deceiveth his'-own 
heart ] I havemuch-ntuſed abont : 
for they ſeem-to me to be ſpoken 
to ſhew how. bold and prodigi- 
ovlly deſperate ſome- . men are , 

who yet religiouſly name the 
name of Chriſt : deſperate I ſay 
at ſeif deceiving. He decerveth his 
own heart , he otherwayes perſwa- 
deth it, than of its own'felf 'it wauld 
go : Ordinarily men are ſaid tobe 
deccived by their hearts, but here's 
a man that 1s ſaid to- deceive his 
own heart, flattering it offfrom the 
ſcent and dread of thoſe convicti= 


 cns, that by the word ſometimes it 


hath been” under*: perſ{wading of it 
that there needs no ſuch ſtrictneſs 
of life be added: to a profeſſion of 
Faith' in Chriſt, as by: the Goſpel 
is called for : or thatfince Chriſt has 
died-for us, and roſe again, and ſince 
ſalvation' is alone in him; we need 
not be ſo concerned, or he ſo ſtrict ro 
matter how we live. This man-1s 


a ſelf deceiver: he' deceives his own 
heart. Self deceiving; and /that a- | 
bout ſpiritual, and eternal things ,. 


ſpecially 


Beauty of \Chri Hanity. 


ſpecially when men do it willingly., 


1s One of the moſt unnatural, ur- 
reaſMable, and unaccountable aCti- 
on inthe world. 1. It is one of 
the moſt annarural ations. « For here 


a man ſeeks his own ruin, and privily Prov. r. 
Inrks for his own life. We all cry 18+ | 


out againſt him that murthers his. 
Children, - his Wife, or his own 
body, and condemn him ro be one / 
of thoſe thar has forgot the rules, 


. and love of nature: But behold the 
man under conſideration is ingaged in : 


ſuch deſigns as will rerminare 1n his 
own deſtrudtion : he deceiveth his: 
own ſoul. 2. This is alſo the 
moſt--unreafonable aCt ; there can' 
no, cauſez: nor crum of cauſe that has 
the leaſt ſpark or dram of reaſon, . 


. or of any thing that looks like rea- 


ſon, be ſhewen why a man ſhould 
deceive himſelf, and bereave his 
ſoul of. eternal life. Therefore, 
3. Such men are uſually paſſed over 
with aſtoniſhment and filence. Be 


aſtoniſhed O Heavens at this | and be Jer.2.11, . 
- ye horribly afraid, for my people . bave.*?> 13: 


committed two evils, they have forſak- 
en' me the, fountain; of ; lvuing. waters, 
and hewed them out Ciſterns, broken 

"F-& - - Gam. 


| a Pet. 2. 
_ | 


6 


Caeſterns , that can hold no water. 


But above all; This, as to this 


head, is the moſt amazing place , 
where *tis ſaid that the ſelf decet- 
ver makes his ſelf deceiving, his 


ſport : Sporting themſelves with their 


own deceivings. Theſe are a peo- 
ple far gone to be ſure, that are arri- 
ved to ſuch an height- of negli- 
gence, careleſneſs, wantonneſs, and 
deſparateneſs of ſpirit, as to take 
pleaſure 52, and makea ſport of that 
which will afſluredly deceive them 
forever. But this is the fruit of pro 
feſling of Chriſt, and of not depart- 
ing from iniquity. The wiſdom and 


judgment of God is ſuch; as to 
give ſuch over to the ſporting of 


themſelves in their own deceiys 
1Ngs. 
Thirdly , Thoſe that religiouſly 


___ name thename of Chriſt, ſhould de- 


pus from iniquity, becauſe of the 
candal that will elſe aſluredly come 
upon Religion, and the things of Re: 


_ . ligionthrouph them. Upon this head 


I may beginto write, with a ſh 5 
For never. more of this kind than 
now. There is no place where the 
profeſlors of religion are,that is _ 
an 


 filthineſs, ſothat theres nogiaceclean. 


_ \ pride and: vanity. 1 ſhall not need 


CHFeftarnity: 
and free from offence. and ſcandal. 
Iniquity-1s ;ſo-intatled- to religion , 
and--baſeneſs of life to the naming 

of the name of -Chriſt, that one 

may ſay. of the profeſſors of this 

age , as *twas ſaid of them of 

old, All places are fol of wvomit and 1a, 28, g.> 


Where are they even amongſt 
thoſe. that ſtrive;for the rule, that 
mind it at all, when.it pinches upon 
their Juſts, their Pride, -avarice and 
wantanneſs ? Are. not, now. adays, 
the. bulk-of profeſſors hke thoſe ;that - 
ſtrive at a-Gnat. and ſwallow a:Ca- Mat. 23s. 
mel? Yea, donot profeſſors teach 24- 
the wicked ones to be wicked ?-Ah ! 1 2:33 
Lord God, this isa lamentation,and 
wil} be fora lamentation. What aſore 
diſeaſe is now got-into the Church 
of God, that-the Generality of pro« 
feſſors ſhould walk with ſcandal ! - 
No faſhion, no vanity, no pro- . J 
iuſeneſs,and yet noniggardlineſs but . 
is found. among profeſſors. . They 
pinch-the poor and nip from them - 


their -due, to maintain their own 


to inffance particulars, for from: 
the Rich'to the Poor, from the - 
''F E: Piftor. £ 
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Paſtor to the People-,- from the 
Maſter ito 'his' Man, and 'from 'the 
Miſtres to 'her Maiden, all are' gtil- 
ty of ſcandal, -and of reproaching,' 
by their lives, the name of the 
Lord, For they profeſs, and nate 
that . worthy name-of Chriſt, but 
are not,as theyiſhould,departed from 
inquity. EM L 
- 1. Hence'the name of God 1s 
polluted and reproached even till 
God is- weary and cries out, pollate 
ye my name no'more with your gifts, 
and with your Idols. Odo nor pollute | 
my name, fays God :* Rather leave 
oft profeſſion," (arid 'go' every oneto 
his wickedneſs. Tel} the- world, if 
you will not depart from” iniquity, 
that Chriſt and'you are parted, and 
that you have lefr him, to be imbra- 
ced by them to-whom-iniquity 45 an 
abomination. » *T'would' far better 
ſecure the name of God from ſcandal 
and reproach, than tor you to name 


| the name of Chriſt, and yet not to 


depart from iniquity. Then,'though 
you fin as now you do, the poor 
world would not cry out, Ay / 
this is your Religion ) Then they 
would not have occafionto vilthe re= 

| lizion, 


- 
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ligion, becauſe of you; ſince you tell 
them that-Chriſt and youare parted.. 
_. ---- 
2, If you will not- Jeave off to. 
name the name of Chriſt, nor yet 
depart from iniquity, you alſo ſcan- - 
dal the ſincere profeſſors of Reli- 
gion ; and. that is a grievous thing. 
There are a people. in the world 
that have :made it their buſineſs e- - 


'ver ſince they knew Chriſt, to 
cleanſe themſelves from al] filthi- 


neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, and that de- - 


. fire to perfect holineſs. in the fear 
_ of God: 
feſlors mixing your ſelves with them, 2 Pet. 2;- 


and you. ſcandalous, pro- 


make their gold lock. dim. You are ſpots 13. 
and blemiſhes to them ; you are an Jud.. 
evil mixing it ſelf with their good, 


and a ſcandal:to their holy profel(- 


fion. They are you that-make the - 
heart oftherighteous ſad, whom God . 
would not have ſad. They are you : 


that offend-his little ones.O!the Mill» - 


ſtone that God will ſhortly hang, 2- - 
bout your necks, when the time Is . 

coine that, you mult be d owned | 
in.the Sea , -abd. Deluge of. Goes 4 
- Wrath. ,. | | 
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3. If you will not leave off to 
name the name of Chriſt, nor yet 
depart from iniquity;you continue to 
extend your ſcandal alſo to the word 
and doftrine of God. They that 
name the name of Jeſus religiouſly, 


ſhouldſo carry it in the world, that 


- they might adorn the doctrin of God 


x Tim. 6. 
| | 


Tit. 2.5, 
ST Os - F + 


' 
» | 


their Saviour : but thou that pro- 
feſleſt, and yet departeſt not from 
iniquity 3 thou cauſeft the name and 
doctrine which thou profeſleſt, to be 
blaſphemed, and reproached by the 
men of this world ; and that is a ſad 
thing, a'thing that will bring ſo 
heavy a load upon thee, when God 
ſhall -open thine eyes (and he will 
open them either here or in hell-fire, 
that thou wilt repent it with great 
bitterneſsof ſoul. The Lord ſmite 
thee to the making of thee ſenſible 
to thy ſhame, and conyerfion, if it 
be his bleſſed will. Amer. But, 
4. If thou wilt not leave off to 
name the name of Chriſt, nor yet 


, depart from iniquity, thou wilt 
"bring reproach, ſcorn and car- 


 *tempt upon thy ſelf. For ſi: # 4 


Prov. 14, 


they that Go 


34» 


1. Theſe are 
will hold in great 
con- 


reproach to any youu 
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Iaiah. 2. Theſe are they that his 
people ſhall have in great contempt» 
Therefore, ſaithhe, have I alſo made 
you | contemptible and baſe before all 
the people, according as you have not 
kept my ways, but have lifted up the 
face againſt my Law. 3.Such ſhall alſo 
be contemned, / and had in deriſion 
of the men of this world. They 
ſhall bean hiſſing,a by-word,a taunt 
and a reproach among all people. 
For him that honoureth me, ſaith God, 
I will honour, but he that defpiſeth 


_ mez ſhall be bi bly eſteemed. -[ re= 


 TOT 
contempt and ſcorn : See the firſt of 


Mal. 2, 9; 
Jer. 25. 
9, 18s 


1 Sams 2+ . 


30. 


member that Phzlpor uſed to tell the 


Papiſts that-they danced B ARE- 
ARSED. ina Net, becauſe of the 
evil of their ways; and the Lord 
bids profeſſors have a care that the 


ſhame of their nakedneſs does not ap«. 
pear , 'or leſt they walk naked, and- 


their ſhame be diſcovered. For 
thoſe profeilors that depart not 
from iniquity , however they think 
of themſelyes, their nakedneſs is 
ſeen of others. 
to the modeſt to: have their naked- 
neſs ſeen of others, what bold and 
brazen brows have they who are not 

; aſhamed 


And if it be a ſhame: + 
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aſhamed to ſhew their nakedneſs,. 

yea, the very ſhame of it, to all that 

dwell about them? And yet thus. 

doth every..-one . that - religiouſly 

names the name of . Chriſt, and 

yet doth. not. depart from iniqui-. 
LY. | 

> torebly, Thoſe that religiouſly | 

name the name of Chriſt, and da 

not depart from iniquity 5 They are 

Mat, 19.7, the cauſe. of the periſhing of 'many. 

Wo, ſaith Chriſt, to the world becauſe 

of offences; And again, wo to that 

manby whom the offence cometh. Theſe 

| are. they that cauſe many to ſtumble 

.at ſin, and fall into Hel). -Hatrk, 

you that .are ſuch, what God ſays 

Mal, 2. $8. tO you. Yon have cauſed many to 

ſtumble at the Law, and at religl- | 

on. ' Men . that. are for taking. of | 

occaſion, you glve. it: them :. men | 

that would enter into the Kingdom 3 

you puzle; :and. confound them 

with your iniquity, while you name 

the name of Chciſt, and do not de» 

part therefrom... One ſinner deſtroyeth | - 

wuch good: theſe are the men. that | +, 

ncourage the vile to be yet more | - 

vile 5 theſe be the men that quench 

weak deſires in others; and theſe 


I 02. 
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be the men that tempt the igno- 
rant: to harden themſelves againſt: 
their-own ſalvation. - A profeſſor 
that-bath not forſaken his iniquity, 

IS like one that comes out ot the 
Peſt-houſe among; the' whole , with 

his Plague ſores running upon 
him. This is the man that hath the 
breath- of a-Dfragon, 'he poyſons the _ 
Arr round about him. -1 his ts the 
man that fſlays his - children, his | 
Kinſmen, | his friend, and himſelf. - -/ 
What ſhall I-fay ?-A man thatname _ 

eth the name- of Chriſt, - and that 
departeth not-from "iniquity ; to 

whom may he be compared ? "The 
Phariſees, tor that they profefled re- 

ligion,” but walked+ not anſwerable 
thereto, unto 'what- doth - Chriſt 
compare them, bat to Serpents and 
Vipers; what does he call them, but 
hypocrites, Whited- Walls, -- Pain- Mat, 23« 
ted ſepulehers, fools , and blind ? 

and tells them that they made men 

more the children of HAI t1an-they 

were before. Wherefore ſuch -an 


'6ne' carinot'go out of the world by 
(himſelf :- for as he gave occaſion of 


ſcandal, when:he was in the world ; 
fo is-he the cauſe of-the I 
'n) 


104 * A toi Eife, the . 
Prov. 11. of many. The-frude of the righteous 
30 - 34s a tree of life : but whatis the fruit 
of the wicked ? of the profeſſors that 
are wicked? why, not to periſh 
alone in their iniquity. Theſe, as 
Rey.12, 4. he Dragon, draw many of the Stars 
of Heaven, and caſt them to the 
earth with their moſt ſtinking tail: 
caſt many a profeſlor _ into earthly 


Job 22-20. 


filthy converſations. _ 
Ads 20. The: Apoſtle did uſe to weep, 
30. when he ſpake of theſe profeſlors, 
_— 17> ſach offence he' knew they were 
© and. would: be in, the world. 

_ Theſe are the chief of the En- 
gines of Satan, with theſe he-work- 
eth wonders. One Bal4am, one Fe- 
roboam, one Ahab, O-how many fiſh 
bring ſuch to Satans net. Theſe 
are the Tares that he ſtrives to ſow 
among the wheat,.; for he knows 


fore let every one that nametly. the 


') 31010 
n Fifthly , Thoſe that religiouſly 
,name- the name of Chriſt, and- do 
notdepart from iniquity : how will 
they.die,and how will they look that 


and carnal delights, with their moſt . 
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} : they are-miſchief to it. Where- 


name of Chrift depart from iniqui-- 
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man in the face, unto the profeſli- 
on of whoſe name, they have in- 
tailed an unrighteous converſation ? 


(Or do they think that he doth not 


know what they have done, or that 
they may take him off with a few 
cries and wringing of hands, when 
he is on the Throne to do Judgs 


ment againſt tranſgreſſors. O! it 
{had been better they had not known, 


had not profeſt : - yea, better they 


had never been born. For as Chriſt 


ſaid of Judas, ſo may it be ſaid of 
theſe; It had been good for that 
man, if he had never been born. 


'M- | And as. Chriſt aysit had been good, 


ſo Perer ſays, it had been better. 
Good they had not been born, and 


better they had not known and 2 Per, 2s 
made profeſſion of the name of 30 21+ 


Chriſt. 


| But perhaps ſome may atk, me, Quelt. 
what inquity they muſt depart from , 


that ' religiouſly name the name of 


IChriſt ? 
I anſwer, firſt, in general, Thoſe Anſw.1. 


that religiouſly profeſs the name of 


Chriſt, muſt depart from all iniquity. Heb.12. 2: 
They ſhould lay aſide every weight ; 1 Thek 5. 
they ſhould fly a7 appearance of ***- 


evil. 


Luk 14+ 
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evil. 
ling to part with. ſome ſins, ' ſome 
pleaſures ſome unjuſt Prophets, if 
they may be ſaved: but this (elling 
of all, parting with'all, forſaking of 


all, isa very hard chapter. 
And yet the Lord Jeſus lays it 
there, ſaying ſo likewiſe, whoſoever 


. be be 'of you ( of any of you that pro- 


felleth my name ) that forſaketh not 
all that he hath, he:canxot be my diſ- 
ciple,” Chriſt by . this Text requi=- 
reth more of them that are histhan- 
to forſake all iniquity : Wherefore 
to be ſure, ever 


Hoſ,1o. 2. NO- leſs than Unwerſal. obedience , 
__ . will prove a-man ſincere. A: divt- 


b 


ded heart 5s a faulty one, He that 


ob-20.12 Forſaketh_not every lin, #s partialin 
h.14.21,the. Law, nor can he have reſpect to- 


all Gods Commandments. 


any one-fin.in his boſom, or that 
will keep it, as the phraſe is, un- 


_ der his tongue, is a- ſecret- enemy 


to Jeſus Chriſt. © He' loyeth not 


Chriſt that keepeth not his ſayings. 
: Ta halt between two is nought; and 
: | no: 


Many there be that are wil- 


{in is included. * 


There: 
":can be no true love'to Chriſt where 
there are reſerves.z he that will ide: 
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no man 'can ſerve ' two Maſters, 
Chriſt is a Maſter,and fin is a Maſter : 
yea, and Maſters are they, ſo op- 
polite, that he that ar all ſhall cleave 
to. the one, {hall by the other be 
counted his enemy. If fin at all 
be countenanced , Chriſt counts 
himſelf. deſpiſed. What man would 
count himſet beloved of his Wife, 
that knows ſhe hath a boſom for 
another. ? 'Thon ſhalt not be for an- 
other mar, ſaith he, ſo will I be 
for thee. Would the King count 


fl? 


ro7 


Hol. 3+ 3: 


him a Loyal ſubject, who would hide. 


"| it his houſe, nouriſh in his Bed, and 


teed ati his Fable, | one | that im- 
placably: hateth and feeketh. to 
murder his Majeſty ? Why , fin is 
fuch an enemy to .the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt : therefore as Kings command 


| that' Traitors be delivered up to 


Juſtice ; ſo Chriſt commands, that we 
depart from iniquity. Take away all 
inequity, 1s a good prayer, and to 


reſiſt unto, blood, 'ftriving ag ain(t ſin , Hol, 14.2, 
Ss a good warfare, and he that Heb.12. 4. 


brings every thought to; the. obedl- 
ence. of, Chriſt gets a brave victory. 
Grace keaveneth. the whole ſoul , 

and 


2 Cor.Ilo. 


-L 


A Hoh Life, the 


and fo conſequently all: the parts | is 
thereof : now where the whole 1s | h 
leavened, the taſt muſt-needsbe the | n 
ſamethroughout. Grace leaves no | tl 
power, faculty, or paſſion of the || lc 
foul unſanCtified ; wherefore there 1s || a 
no corner in-a ſanctified ſoul, where | » 
ſin may hide his head, to find reſt, | a; 
and abode without .controul : :con- | is 
_ lequently, he [that has harbour 'for ſ y 
this or that iin -, and-that” can find || te 
an hiding place, and an. abode for | tt 
it in his heart, isno Chriſtian man. || fr 
Let them then that chriſfianly name re 
the: name of Chriſt, make it:imani- | m 
feſt that they do not do it' feign« | 07 
edly, by departing from iniquity. || fo 
But, ar 
Secondly, And more iparticularly: |re 
They that name the name of Chriſt, 
as above, Jet them depart from | fr, 
their Conftitation-ſim, ' or if you will, [hi 
the ſin that. their temper moſt. in- [th 
clines them to. Every man is not fe: 
alike inclined to the ſame ſin, but | wi 
ſome to-oneand ſome to another: [ha 
Now let the wan that profeſles the [th 
name of Chriſt religiouſly, conſider jho 
with himſelf, unto. what fin or-'va- Iwe 
nity am I.moſt inclined ; is it: Pride ? 
is 
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s | is it Covetouſneſs ? is it fleſhly 
S | loſt-? *Amid-let him labour, by all 
e | means, ' to leave off and depart from 
© | that. This'isthat-which David cal- 
e | led bis own inguity, and faith, I was 
15 || alſo upright before him, and 7 kept 
e | my ſelf from mine iniquity. Rightly 
t, | ate theſe two put together ;. for it 
2- | is not poſlible that he ſhould be an 
Ir || upright man'that indulgeth, or coun» 
1d | tenanceth his conſtitution-ſin; but on 
or | the contrary, he that'keeps himſelf 
n. || from that will be upright as to all the 
ne || reſt : and the reaſon/is, becauſe if a 
11- man has that grace as to trample up- 
n« fon, . and mortifie his darling, his bo. 
y- | fom, his only fin, he' will more eaſily 


y: Jreſt.. 
ſt, And indeed, if a man will depart 
>M [from iniquity, he muſt depart from 
ill, [his darling fin firſt : for as long as 
in- [that is entertained, the other, at 
zot Fleaſt thoſe that are moſt ſuiting 
put [with that darling, will always be 
zr: [haunting of him. There is a-man 
the [that has ſuch and ſuch haunt his 
der Jhouſe, and ſpend his ſubſtance, and 
va- |would be rid of them, but cannot : 
le ? Jbut now, let him rid himſelf of m_ 
or 
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and more heartily abhor and fly the. 


———_—o—__ 
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for the ſake of which they thaunt 
his houſe, and then he ſhall with n, 
eale be rid of them. - > /Thus'itTisf 7 
with ſfin-\ There:ts a man: that's | 
plagued with many-ſins,::perhaps| / 
becauſe he imbraceth.one ; well, let} < 

0 

[ 


him turn that one Qut-of doors? and 
that's the way.tobexid-of the'reſt: 


Keep' thee from thy. darling, 2 thy t 
boſom ,; thy.couſtitution-fan. //';;; 11 © 
Motives to prevail with: thee. to 
fall in with this exhortation, are ſe: re 
vera, 

There can;no great chai G 
c—_ in thee, . make what profes 
fon of Chriſt thou wilt, unleis thou 
caſt. away thy boſom fin. A mang}*0 
conſtitution-ſin b is, as | may call it, |! 
his viſible fin, *tis that by which his]'E 
neighbours know him and deſcribe 
him : whether it be pride, Cove-'? 
touſneſs, lightneſs, or the like 3 now {1 
if theſe abide with thee, though NC 
thou ſhouldeſt be much reformedF* 
in thy notions, and in other. parts] - 
of zhy lile. Yet ſay thy neighbours, f'*! 
he is the ſame man till : his FaithÞ"c 
has not, ſaved him from his darling :F*l 
he was proud afore, and is proud" 
ſtill ; was covetous afore, andFÞ© 
is 
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is covetous {tHl] ; was light and wan-- 
ton afore, and is ſo ſtill, He is 
is | the ſame man, though he. has got a 
is | new: mouth. But now, if thy con- 
ps|| fitution-{in be parted with, if thy 
et darling be caſt away, thy converſs- 
a&|} 07 is apparent, *tis ſeen of all, for 
ſt:{ the caſting away of that is death 
hy to the reſt, and ordinarily makes a 
, | change throughout. "_ 

to 2+ Solongas thy conſtitution- ſin 
ſe: remains, as winked at by thee, ſo 
Jong thou art an hypocrite before 
pef od 3 let thy profeſſion be what it 
e{&Iwill :. alſo when Conſcience ' ſhall a- 
oufwake and be commanded to ſpeak  '. 
nsff9 thee plainly, what thou art, ir 
it, vill tcl] thee ſo, to thy no little: 
kighvexation and perplexity. 
hell 3- Beſides, do what thou canſt, 
ef long as thou remaineſt ehus, 
ow (hou wilt be of a ſcandalous life. 
gh [No honour is brought to religion by 
edſpuch. But, | 

res] Again, As they that name the 
rs, ame. of Chriſt ſhould depart ffom 
ith ÞReir” conſtiratson-ſin : ſo they ſhould 

'& :{Epart from the ſins of other mens 


df<mpers alſo. Much harm among of 
nd Þroteſlors is done by each others ſis. '/ | 


is There 
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There is a man that has clean eſ-|| » 
caped from thoſe who live in er-{| t 
'ror : has-ſhaken off the carnal world] C 
and the men thereof, and is comef v 
among profeſſors, but behold, there 
alſo he meecteth'with wicked men, , 

W 

fc 


with men that have not departet 
from iniquity, and there he is'in- 
tangled. This is a ſad thing, and 
yet ſo itis. Idoubt there are ſomef| rc 
in the world, I mean profeſſors, 1: 
that will curſe the day that ever tl 
they were acquainted with ſome'proſ tt 
feſlors. There are profeſſors that] tl 
are defilers, profeſſorsthat are wick-|| ar 
ed men, profeſſors of whom a wicked| m 
man - may learn to ſin. Take heed| pt 
of theſe, leſt having fled from thine of 
own ſins, thon ſhouldeſt be takenj a 
with the ſins of others. Be ot par-ſ10 
takers of other mens ſims, is the coun-Þ Ef 
ſel and caution 'that Paz! giveth tofj 
Timothy, if he would keep himſelfÞlin 
Ye. , an 
4. Doſt thou profeſs the nameÞer 
of Chriſt, and doſt thou pretend tojno! 
'be a man departing from iniquity {ing 
[Then take. heed thou doſt not de-JÞu! 
- deceive thy ſelf, by changing oneſ”o 
bad way of finning, for another badPall 
way 
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way of ſinning. This was a trick 
that 1ſ-ael plaid of Old : for when 
1d} Gods Prophets followed them hard 
nef with demands of Repentance and 
4 Reformation, then-they would gad 
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n,}| 4vout to change their ways 5, but bes Jer, 2. 36: 


ej hold, they would not change a bad 
nj way for a good, but one bad way 
ndfj for another ; hopping as the Squir- 
nel rel, from bow to bow, but not wil- 
Ss, ling to forſake the tree. Hence 
rerÞ they were ſaid-to return, but not to 


ro} the Moſt High. Take heed | ſay of of. 7. 16: 


hath this : Many leave off to be drunk- 
ck-{ ards, and fall in with covetoulſneſs : 
ked(| many fall off from covetouſneſs te 
ed] pride and laſciviouſneſs: take heed 
ine of this, This is a grand deceit, and 
renja common ane too, a deceit of a 
zars|long:{tanding, and almoſt a diſeaſe 
Epidemical' aniong  profelſlors. 
1to| Many times men change their dar- 
;ſelfing fins, as ſome change their Wives 
and Servants; that which would 
ameſerve for ſuch an one this year, may 
| toÞnot ſerve: to be ſo for the year inſu- 
ty Þng. Hypocriſie would do awhileago, 
de-JÞut now Debauchery. Profaneneſs 
oneFvould do, when Profaneneſs was in 
badfaſhionz; but now a deceitful Pro- 
Nay CG teſhon. 


% 


_ 
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feſſion., Take heed}, profeſſor | 
That thou doſt not throw -away thy 
ol1darling fin for a new one. Mens 
tempers alter, Youth is for Pride 
and wantonneſs, Middle age for 
cunning and craft, Old age for 
the world and Covetouſneſs. Take 
heed therefore” of deceit in this 
thing. 

5- Doſt thou profeſs the name of 
Chriſt, and doſt thou pretend to 
be a man departing from ihiquity ? 
take- heed leſt thy departing from 
iniquity. ſhould. be bur for a time: : 
Some do depart from iniquity, as 
perſons in wrangling fits. depart 
from one another ; to wir, for aſth 
time, but when the quarrel is over, 
by. mcans of ſome 'interceflor, they pa 
are reconciled again. OQ! Satan ig on 
the interceſſdr between. the ſoul andSit 
ſin, and though the breach betweedſha 
theſe two. may ſeem to be irreconfthc 
citeable 4. yea, though the ſoul hagJgle 
ſworn it will never give countenance]ma 
to ſo;vile a thing as fin ' Is, more Yb; 
yet-ke can tel] how to make uſher 
this difference, and to fetch thenſſa/te 


18,1920 tick to their vornit again, Whoſeth 


31, 22» 


one would bave thought, had quitFhe, 
clcapec 
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r' || eſcaped his ſins,ahd been gone. Iake 
ny | heed therefore,O profeſſor: For there 
nsÞ| is danger of this , . and -the - height 
def} of danger lies in it. AndI think 
orſ| that Satan, todo tnis thing, makes 
orſ| uſe of thoſe ſins again, to begin 
kef| this rejoynder, Which he findeth 
his} moſt ſuicable to the temper and 

co:ſtitution of the ſinner. . Theſe 
off are, asI may cal] them, the Maſter 
toſ} ſins; they ſuit, they jump. with 


y ?Þ the temper of the ſoul ; thele as 


om| the. little -end 'of the Wedge, ene 
e':{ ter with eaſe, and ſo make way 


as for thoſe thac come after., . with 


art] waich Satan knows he can rend 
r ajthe foul in pieces. Wherefore, 
7er 6. To help this, take heed of 


heyl parlying with thy, ſins again, when. 


3 1s] once. thou haſt departed from them : 
andJSin has a ſmooth tongue ; if thou 
eemlarken to its inchanting language,ten 
-onflthouſand to one bur thou art intar- 
haggled. See the ſaying of the Wiſe- 


ncqman, with much f air ſpeech ſhe cauſed Prov. 7. 
Jre Y-o:mn to: yield, with the flattering of 1» 22e 


uber lips, ſhe forced him. He goeth 
henlafter ber ſtraightway , as ai Ox ge- 
vhoflech ro the ſluughter, or as a Fool to 
JuitShe correftion of the Stocks. He heard 
ped 2 0 her 
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Verſ. 27. her Charm, and by hearing, is nooſed, 
and led away to her houſe, which is 
the way to Hell, going down to the 
Chambers of Death. Take heed there: 
fore of liftning to the charms, where. 
with ſin inchanteth the ſoul.In this be] 
like the deaf Adder, ſtop thine ear, * 
plog ir up, to ſin.- and let it only be 
open to hear the words 'of God. 
"Thirdly, Let them that name the 

name of Chriſt ;depart from the iniquity 
of the times. There are ſins that may 
be called the 5niquity of the day. It was 
thus in Noahs day, it was thus in' Lots 
day, and'twas thus in Chrifts day ; [ 
mean in the days of his fleſh :' and *tis 
a famous thing for profeſſors to keep 
themſclyves from the iniquities © 

the times. Here lay Noabs excel- 

lency, here lay Lots excellency, and 
here will lie thy excellency, if thou jo. 
keep thy ſelf from the iniquity of 
AR. 2, 46. this day. Keep or ſave Jour Jetves re 
from this untoward generation, 1s lea- W! 
ſo1able Counſel : but taken but of JW: 
few; the ſin of the time, or day, be-PE 
ing as a ſtrong current or ſtream. that Þ*® 
drives all before it. Hence Noah y 
and Lot were found as it were alone, 


in the praCtice of this excellent piece 
yy of | 


Anſw. Zo 


7H 


ed, 
1 15 
the 
ere. 
ere. 
S be 
+ 
"be 


the 
aity 
nay 
Nas 
Cots 
LI 
'tis 
eep 
O 
cel- 
and] 
10U, 


aah 


ne, [is righteous ſoul from day to day, pau, r3 9, 
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of righteouſneſs, in their Generat1- 


ON, 


Hence *cis {aid of Noah that 


he was a jaſt man, and perfect in 
his Generations. And again, The 
Lord 1aid unto Veab, come thou and 
all thy houſe into the Ark; for Gen. 6. 9- 
thee have I ſeen righteous before 
me, 1inthis-Generation. T he mean- 


ing is, he kept himſelf clear of the Chap.7.x. 


{in of his day, or of the Generation 


among 


which he hye<d. - 


The ſame I fay of Lot, he kept 
himſelf from the ſin of $920» : 
and hence Peter crys himup for Juch 
a right. ous man. Juſt Lor, ſaith he , 


that righteous man, whole righte. 2 Per, 2, 
ous ſoul was vexed with the fil: hy cane 7: 8. 


v. ſation of the wickea., Mark a Juſt 
man, a Righreouvs man, his righ e- 
ors ſfonl, &c. But how obrained 
office this chirofer ? Why he ahvor- 
tesJred the fin of h's time, he fell not in 
ſea-Jwith the fin of the people, but 
- of was zffiicted and vexed there about : 
be-fyea, it was to him a daily burden. 
bat For that righteous man dwelling un 0:9 
em, in ſeeing and hearing , vexed 


eceſW!th their unlawful deeds. SO David, 158. 
of | beheld, ſaith he, the tranſoreſſors, 


3 and. 
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and was gricved becauſe they kept not 
thy word. The fin of the times, is 
ro God the worſt of fins, and to fall 
in with the ſin of the times, is coun- 
ted as the higheſt of tranſgreſſions. 
Conſequently, to keep from them, 
though a man ſhould through in- 
firmity be guilty of others, yet he 
IS accounted upright. And hence it is 
(Il think ) that David was called a 
Man after Gods own hcart; to wit, 


becaute he ſerved his own generati-. 


on, by the will of God, or as the Mar- 
gent reads it, after he had in his own 
age lcrved the will of God. By the fin 
cf : he times Satan, as It were, ſet up 
his Standard in defiance to God 
ſeeking. then to cauſe his name in 2 
ſignal way to be diſhonoured, and 
that by the profeſſors of that age. 
Ard hence 1t is that the-Lord doth 
manifeſt ſuch wrath 2painſt bis peo- 
ple,that are guilty of the common ſin 
of their day, and thzt he ſhews ſuch 
ſpecial favour to them that abſtain 


therefrom. Was there no more, 
think you, but Noah, in his gene- 


ration that feared Cod ; yes feve- 
ral no doubt, but he was the man, 
that kept clear of the fin of hi: 
day 
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day, - therefore he and his family 


muſt be partakers of Gods delive- 
rance ; The other muſt die before, 
and not be permitted to the mercy 
of the Ark, nor to ſee the new 
world with Noah. @Unbelief was 
the ſin of the day, when 1ſrae/ was 
going from eAzype to. Canaan, 


therefore all that were guilty of 


that tranſgreſſion, muſt be deny- 
ed to goin to ſee that go91 Land, 
yea, though it were e-Yoſes him- 


'Þ ſelf. - And the Lord ſaid ro Moſes 


and Aaron, becauſe ye believed me 
not, to ſanftifie me in the eyes of the 
Children of Iſrael, therefore ye ſha!l 
not bring this Congregation into the 
Land which I have priven then. 

The ſin of the day, is an high 
tranſgreſſion; from the which b<- 
caule Caleb, and Foſhua kept them- 
ſelves, God kept them from all the 
blaſting Plagues,that overtook al] the 
reſt, and gave them the Land which 
he had promiſed to their Fathers. 
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I 2, 


But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he had Numb. 14. 


another ſpirit in him, and hath fol 
lowed me fully, him will I bring into 


fire Land, whereinto he went, and 115 


biM/ced ſhell poſſeſs it. Idolatry was the 
| q G - 


4 {in 
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fin ofthe day, juſt before 1f-ae! were 
carried captive into Babylon. Now 


DD 2 then, even they ſay, God ſhall bear their 
16. 
= the ſons of Zadok that kept the 
charge of my Sanftuary, when the 
_ children of Iſrael went aſtray from 
me, they ſhall come near unto me, to 
miniſter unto me >, and they ſhall 
ftand before me to offer unto me the fat 
and the blaed, ſaith the Lord God. 
They ſhall enter into my Sanftuary , 
and they ſhall come near tomy table to 
miniſter unto me, and they ſhall keep 
my charge. 
Great complaints have we now 
among profeflors, of deadneſs in 
duties, barrenenſs of the miniſtry, 
and of the withdrawing of God 
from his people ; But 1 can tell you 
a cauſe of all this, namely, the ſin 
of the day is got into the Church 
of God, and has defijed that holy 
place. . This is the ground and 


y to be otherwiſe, till the cauſe ſhall 
| be remoyed. If any ſhould ask 
- me what are the ſins of cur day. I 
would fay they are conſpicuous , 
they. 


iniquity. But the Prieſts, the Levites 


cauſe of all theſe things - nor is it like 


Ezek* 44+ .rhoſe of the Prieſts that went aſtray | 


. 


S_wY 0 
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they are open, they are declared asIfa 3. 9+ 


Sodoms were, They that have im- 
braced them, are not aſhamed of 
them : Yea , they have got the- 
boldneſs to plead for them , and 
tro count them their enemies that 
ſcek-to - reform ther... All tables 
are full of Vomit and filthineſs. 
And for Pride and Covetoulineſs 
for loathing of the Goſpel, and 
contemning holineſs, as theſe have 
covered the face of the Nation : 
ſo they have infefted moſt of them, 
that now name the name: of 
Chriſt. 

And I fay again, when you find 
out a profeſſor that is. not horribly 
tainted with ſome of theſe things, 
(1 exclude not the Miniſters nor 
their fainilies ) let him be as a 
Beacon upon an Hill, or as an 1nſig- 
in our Land, But ſay: one, would 
you have us ſingular ? and fays an- 
other would you have uz make 
our ſelves ridiculous ? and ſays a- 
third, ſuch and ſuch more Godly 
Wiſe than we, do ſo. But 1 anſwer, if 


God has made you tngular,and called 


you to grace, that's ſingularz*and . 
bid you, Waik 1n ways that are ſinguse- 
G. 5. | lar, . 


A Holy Life, the 


lar, and diverſe from the ways of 
all others. Yea, if to depart from 
iniquity will make you ridiculous, if 
to be holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation will make you ridiculous,then 
be contented to be counted ſo. As 
for the Godly-wiſe you ſpeak of, 
let them manifeſt themſelves to be 
{uch by departing ſrom iniquity. I 
am ſure that their being tainted 
with (ins of the day, will not prove 
them-godly=wiſe. Behold, I have 
zaught you, ſaid Moſes, Statutes and 
Fudgments, even asthe Lord my God 
commanded me ;* that. ye ſhould do ſo 
in the Land whither ye go to poſſeſs it. 
Keep therefore, and do them, for ths 
3s your wiſdom, and your underſtand- 
ing #1 the ſight of the Nations, which 
ſnall hear of all theſe Statutes, and 
ſay, ſurely this great Nation is a wiſe 
and underſtanding people. Here then 
1s wiſdom, and this is that that mani1- 
feſteth a people to be underſtand- 
ing, and godly-wiſe, even the keep- 
ing of the commandments of God. 


And why, fo!'ow the apiſh faſhions 


of the world ; hath the God of 


wiſdom ſet them on foot among us 
Or 1s 1t becauſe the Deyil and wick 
| of 


| © 
us ! 
ick 

©( 
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toyes ) have out-witted the /aw of 


eople have, and as he 1s in all things 
that we call upon him for ? and what 


Nation 1 there ſo great, that hath Sta- - 


tntes and Judgments ſo righteous, as 


all this law, ſaid Moſes, which I ſet © 


before you this day. This then is 
that waich declareth us to be godly- 
wiſe, when we keep our ſoul dilt- 


ed men C the inventors of theſe vain 


2ently to the holy words of God: 


and fit not only our rogues and lips ,' 
but alſo our /zves thereto. 


Fourthly, But again, let them that 'a 


name the name of Chriſt depart 


.|from the iniquity,that is,as I may call 


It, from family-;niquity. There is 
an houſe-iniquity, an iniquity that 


harbor within doors. © This the: 


;.|holy man David. was aware of, 
| therefore he ſaid that he* would: be- - 
have himſelf wiſely, in- a perfect 


Now this houſeeiniquity:ſtandeth 
in-theſe things. | 


z \s I . - In : 
, 


loves not to walk abroad, but to 


2, 


e 
* 


-A 
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God ? What Nation is there ſo great, Devt- 45 
who hath God ſo nigh unto them as his > 11+ 


niw. 4-5 


1 way ,, Yea, ſaith he, I will walk with- Pla!. LoIs 1. 
d 1n- my houſe, with a perfett heart. 
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1- In Domiſtick broyls and 
quarrels. | 

2. In Domeſtick Chambrings , 
and wantonneſs, 

3. In Domeſtick- miſorders of 
Children- and Servants. | 

Firit, For houſe broyles and quarrels, 
it is an iniquity to be departed 
from, whether it be betwixt Huf- 
bandand Wife, or otherwiſe. This, 
as I ſaid, is an iniquity that loves 
not to walk abroad, bur yet it is an 
horrible plague within doors. And 
many that ſhew like Saints abroad, 
yet act the part of Devils when 
they are at home, by giving way 
to this houſe iniquity 3 by cheriſh- 
ing of this houſe- iniquity. This ini- 
quity meeteth the man and his 
wife at the very: threſhold of the 
door, and will not ſuffer them to 
enter, no not-with one foot tnto 
the houſe in peace, but how far 
this is from walking together as 
heirs of the grace of life, is eaſte 
to be determined. Men ſhould carry 


21.22. 23> jt; In loye to their wives, as Chriſt 
24:19 29) oth to his Church; and wives 


ſhould carry it to their husbands, 
as the Church onght to carry it to 
; | her 


my A a, fhaſln, vo gn SS bps 
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her Saviour : and untill each rela- 
tion be managed with reſpect to 
theſe things :- this houſe-iniquity 
will be cheriſhed there. O! God 
ſees within doors as well as with- 
out, and ' will judge too for the ini- 
quity of the houſe as well as for that 
More open. 

24ly,As houſe-iniquity ſtandeth in 
domeſtick broyls, and Contentions : 


So it alſo ſtandeth in Chambrings , 


and wantonneſs. Wherefore the 
Apoſtle puteth them both together, 
ſayiog, not in chambring and wan= 
neſs, not in ſtrife and envy. This 
chambring and wantonnels 1s of a 
more genneral extent, being en- 
tertained by all , inſomuch that 
ſometimes from the head to the 
foot all are horribly guilty. Bur, 


I25 


*— 


0. 13.13» 


3 ts 4 ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe things that Eph. 5.12, 
are done of ſome in ſecret : For through go, 


the luſts of their own hearts, they di- 


24, 27» 


bonour their own bodies between them- * 


ſelves, workins that which "is unſeen 
ly,to their ignominy and contempt 3 
if not-with their fellows, yet with 


God, who ſees them ; for the darb. pal.nzg. 
neſs hideth not from him. It was for 12. 


this kind of iniquity with other , 
EO LAT 


x Sam. "H 
13. - 


Verſ. 14- 


that God told Ely that he would 
jadge his houſe for ever: alſo the 
wordsthat follow are to be trembled 


at,that ſay, The imiquity of Els houſe 


ſhall * not be purged with ſacrifice nor 
offering for ever. Such an evil thing is 
bouſe-1iniquity ' in the eyes of the 
God that is above. 
Thirdly, As domeſtick iniquity 


ſtandeth in theſe, ſo alſo in the diſ- 
orders of children and ſervants. Chile 


drens unlawful carriages to their 


Parents,is a great houſe-/7quity,yea,: 


and 4 common one tO0., Diſobedience to 


Parents is one of the ſins of the-- 
O! *Tijs .horrible to 


laſt days. 
behold how irreverently, how irre- 
ſpectively; how fawcily and mala- 
pertly, children, yea, profeſling 
children, at this day, carry it to 
their Parents ; Snapping, and check- 
ing, Curbing and rebuk'ng of them, 
as if they had never received their 
beings by them,or had never been be- 
holding to thein for bringing of them 
up : yea asif the relation was loſt, 
or as if they had received a diſpen- 
ſation from God to diſhonour, and 
ditobey Parents. 


. I wil 


% 
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[ will add that this ſin reigns in 
little and great, for not only the 
{mall and young,. but men are diſo- 
bedient to-thetr Parents; and indeed, 
this 1s the ſin with a ſhame, that men 
ſhall be diſobedient to Parents ; 
the ſin of the laſt times, that men 
ſhall be diſovedient to Parents, and. 
without natural affeftion. Where 
now adays ſhal} we ſee children 
that are come to men and womens 
eſtate, carry it as by the word they 
are bound. £2 their aged and worn- 
out Parents ? l ſay, where is the 
honour they ſhould pur upon them ? 
who ſpeaks to their” aged Parents 
with that due regard to that rela- 
lation, to their-age, to their worn- 
out condition, as becomes them ? 
Is it not common now adays for 
Parents to be brought into bondage, 
and ſervitude by their children ? 
For Parents to be under,- and chil- 
dren above :; for Parents to be de- 
baſed, and children to Lord it over 
them. Nor doth this ſin go alone 
in the families, where it is: no, 
thoſe men are lovers of their own 
ſelves, Covetous Boaſters, proud , 
Blaſpheemers, that are diſobedient 
| to 
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Ifa. 3:4» 5+ to their Parents. This is that the Pro- 


1 Tim.1. 


Epheſ 5. 
I, 2,3 


phet means, when he ſaith, the child 


ſhall behave himſelf proudly aginſ# 


the antient and the baſe againſt 


the honourable. This is a common 
fin, and a crying ſin, and to their 
ſhame be ic ſpoken that are guilty 
a ſin that makes men vile to an 
high degree, and yet itis the ſin of 
profeſſors. But benold how the A- 
poſtle brands them : he ſaith , ſuch 
have but a form of godlineſs, and de- 
ny the power thereof, * and bids the 
godly ſhut them out of their fellowſhip. 
This fin alſo is, 1 fear, grown to 
ſuch a hight in ſome, as to make 
them weary of their Parents, and 
of doing their duty to' them. 
Yea, I wiſh that ſome are not mur- 
therers of Fathers and Mothers, by 
their thoughts , while they ſecret: 
ly long aiter, and delire their death 


that the inheritance may. be theirs, 


and that they way be delivered 
from ob<dicence to their Parents. 


This isa fin. in the houſe, in the fa-: 
mily, a {in that is kept in bugger 


muzzer, Clole; but God fees it, 
and hath declared his diſhke againſt 


ir, by an implicit threatning, ta 


cut. 


Beauty of Chriſtianity. _ 
cut them off that are guilty of it. 
Let them then that name the 
name of Chriſt,deparrt from this ini- 
quity. 

Diſorders of Servants, 1s alſo an 
houſe-iniquity, -and to be departed 


from by the godly. _He that works pfal. 101. 


eth deceit ſhall not dwell within my 7+ 


houſe, ſaid David ; and he that telleth ? Chro. g. 


lies, ſhall not tarry inmy ſight. One 
of the rarities 1n Solomons houſe, 
and which: the Queen of Sheba was 
ſo taken with, was the goodly or- 
der of his Servants. 

Some of the diſorders of Ser- 
yants are to be imputed to the Go- 
vernors of families, and ſome to the 
Servants themſelves. Thoſe that 
are to be ir puted to the Governors 
of Families are ſuch as theſe. 

1, When the Servant learns his 
vileueſs of his Maſter, or of her 


I Miſtreſs. 


2. When Seryants are counte- 


. [nanced by the Maſter againſt the Mi- 
Iſtreſs.; or by the Miſtreſs againſt the 
{Maſter :.or when in oppoſition. to 


either, they ſhall be made equals in 
things. c 


3, When 
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3, When the extravagancies of 


Servants are not diſcountenanced , I;; 


and rebuked by their ſuperiors, 
and the contrary taught them by 
word. and lite. | 
Thoſe to be imputed to the Ser- þj 
my themſelves are. 
. Their want of reverence to 


their ſuperiors. 


2. Their backbiting and flan-, 
dring of them.. 

3. Their unfaithfulneſs, in ſerving 
of them, 

4. Their murmuring at their law- 
ful commands, &c. 

From all theſe Doweſtick iniqui- 
ties let every one depart that rel!- 
giouſly nameth the name of Chriſt. 
And before I leave this head, let 
me, to inforce my exhortation, 
urge upon you a few conſiderati- 
ons to work with you , yet fur- 


ther to depart from theſe houſe- 


Iniquitics. 

Firſt, A mans beuſe, and his Car- 
riage there doth more beſpeak the 
nature and temper of his mind , 
than- all publick profeſſion, If 1 
were to judge of a man for my life, 
I. would fot judge of him by bis 

= ' open 


of 
] 


S J 
Dy. 
Is 


to 


N-, 


1g 


7 


open profeſſion, but by his Domes 
ick behaviours. Open profeſlion 1s 
like a mans beſt Cloak, the which is. 
worn: by him, -when he walketh 
abroad, and with many is made but 
little uſe of at home. But now what 
a man is at home, that he is indeed. 
There is abroad-, my Houſe, my 
Cloſet,.my heart, and my Houſe 
my Cloſet ſhew moſt what 1 am: 
though not to the world , yet to 
my family, and to Angels. . And a 


[$g00d report from thoſe moſt near, 


and moſt capable of advantage to 
judge., is like to be truer than to 


"ſhave it . only from that which is 
fgotten by my obſervers abroad. 
The outſide of the Platter, and Cup Mar. 23- 
may look well, when within they 25, 26227» 


may be full of exceſs-: The outward ?*: 
ſhew and profeſſion may be tolera- 
ble : When, within doors may be 


bad enough. I end my houſe wall Joſ. 24-15. 


ſerve the Lord , is the charafter of 
a godly man. 
Secondly, As the beſt jndgment is 


{made upon a man from his houſe: ſo 


that man tis like to have the appro- 
bation of Gol for good;that is faith- 
ful in all his houſe, 7 know Abra- 


ham, 
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bam, fays God, that he will command 
his children and his houſhold after 


him, and they ſhall keep the way of 
the Lord. Vo make religion, and 


- the power of godlineſs the chief of 


my deſigas at home, among thoſe, 
among whom God by a ſpecial hand 
has placed me, 1s that which is plea- 
ſing to God, and that obtaineth a 


good report of him. Burt to paſs' 


theſe, and to come to other things. 
1. A Maſter of a family, and Mi. 


ſtreſs of the ſame, are thoſe thar are 


intruſted of God, with thoſe under 
their tuition and care to be brought 
up for him ; be they children or ſer- 


vants. This is plain from the 


Text laſt mentioned : wherefore | 


here 1s acharge committed to thee 
of God: look to it, and conſider 
with thy ſelf, whether thou haſt 
done ſuch duty and ſervice for Ged 
10 this matter, as, ſetting common 
frailties aſide, thou canſt with good 


Conſcience lift up thy face unto God: He: 
'The which co be ſure, thou canſt by þ 


no means do, if iniquity, to the 
utmoſt, be not' baniſhed out of thy 
houſe. 

. 2. And 
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2, And will it not be a fad com- 
plaint that thy ſervant ſhall take up 
againſt thee, before the Judge at 
the Iaſt day, that he learnt the way 
to deſtruction in thy houſe, who 
art a profeſſor. Servants though 
themſelves be carnal, expect when 
they come into the houſe of pro- 
feflors, that there they [hal] ſee 
religion. in its ſpangling colors ; 


but behold, when he enters thy 


door, he finds ſin and wickedneſs 
there. There is pride inſtead of 
humility, and heighth and raillery 


inſtead of meekneſs and holineſs of 
mind: He looked for an houſe full 
of PYertue, and behold, nothing 
ut Spiders-webb Fair and plauſt- 
ble abroad , but like the Sow in 
he Mire at home. | Bleſs me, 
aith ſuch a ſervant, are theſe the 
eligious people ! Are theſe the 
ervants of God, where iniquity Is 


ade fo much of, and 1s fo high- 


ly entertained ! And now 1s his 
 ſreart filled with prejudice, againſt 


ll religion, or el | he turns 
ypocrite like his maſter. and . his 
iſtreſs, weariny, as they, a cloak 


of 


Job 39.13: 
14,1516. 
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of religion to cover all , abfroad,|ſin 


'while all naked and ſhameful at Pa 


home. © But perhaps thy heart isÞ({ac 
ſo hixd , and thy mind ſo unitedſch 
to the pleaſing of thy vile affections] d:« 
that thou wilt ſay, what care I forfbri 
my ſervant., I took him to do my works 0a 
net 10 train him upin religion. Well, 


ſuppoſe the ſoul of thy ſervant be|na 


thus little worth in thine: eyes :Þ# 
Yet what wilt thou ſay for thy|m: 
children, who beholdall thy ways,Jof 


and are as; capable ol drinking upſpu 


the poyſon of thy footſteps, asÞfoi 


. the Swine is of drinking up ſwill;Þarc 


I'fay, what wilt thou do for them. ?Þfeſ 
Children will learn to ' be noughtwh 
of Parents , of profeſſing PatentsP?s, 
ſooneſt of all : They will be; tewp-] 
ted to think all 'that they do' is}b-- 
right. I fay, what wilt thou ſay toſani 
this ? Or art thou like the Oftr:ich, Ito 
whom God hath deprived of wiſdom|pre 
and has hardned her heart againſtÞ1s 1 
her Young? will it pleale thee when 

thou ſhalr ſee that' thou haſt broughtſth: 
fotth. Children to the. murderer ?Ja” 


* or when thou ſhalt hear them cry; wl 


| learnt to go ON 11. the paths offinu 
lin ed 
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d,fin by the cairiages of profeſſing-Hoſ 9. 13. 
at] Parents. If it was counted, of old, a 

isÞdad thing for-a man to bring forth 

ed children to the Sword, as Ephraim 
ns,1 did ; What will 1: be for a man to 
q bring up children for Hell, and dame 
rk, nation ? But, 
ll, Fifthly, Let thoſe that name the Anſw.s. 
be name of Chriſt, depart from the 

| iniquity of their Cloſet. This 
+: may be- called part of the iniquity 
s,1of the houſe : But becauſe it is not 
up|publick, but as a retired part, there-_ 
ag}fore I put it here by it ſelf. There 
ll ;:Jare are many Cloſer ſins that pro= 
1: 2Jfeſſors may be guilty of, and from 
he which they have need to depart. 
ntS4AsS, 
1p-l Firſt, There is the pride of a 
is}brary, that is, the ſtudy or Cloſtr, 
toJand 1 doubt this ſin and iniquity 
ch,Jto this day is with many great 
omfproteſſors: and in my judgment it 
nſtÞis thus: manifeſted, 
ienj 1. When men ſecretly pleaſe 
-ht themſelves to think *cis known whit: 
r ?a ſtock of 'Books they "have; or - 
ry, | when they take more pleaſure ih the 
ofnumber of, than the-matter contain- 
ed in their books. 

2, When 


\ 
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2.. When they buy books rather 
to make up a number,than to learn 
to be good and godly men there. 
by 


3, When, though they own their] d« 
books to be good and godly, yetf of 
they wall not conform - there ar 
to. | fe 
'This is an iniquity now on footf as 
in this Land, and ought to. bef nc 
departed from. *"Tis better tofſ or 
have no books, and depart from 
iniquity, than to havea thouſand, 
and not to be bettered in my ſoul 
thereby. 4 ev 
© Secondly, There ,is an iniquityÞde 
that attends the Cloſet , Which Jvc 
may call by the name of vacarcyſby 
When men have a Cloſet to talkJth 
of, not to pray in a Cloſet toſby 
took upon, not to bow beforefm: 
God in; a Cloſet to lay up Goldfcr 
in , but not to mourn in. for the 
ſins of my life. A Cloſet, thatſbe 
could ir ſpeak, would ſay, myſqu 
owner is ſeldom here upon higſſto 
Knees bcfore the God of Heaven :ſby 
ſeldom here humbling himſelf , ſw: 
for the iniquity of his heart, ori 
to 
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\erf or to thank God for the mercies 
urn of his life. 1 
re-| Thirdly, Then alſo a man is guilty 
of Cloſet-iniquity, when though he 
cir} doth not utterly live in the neglect 
yet] of duty , he formally , 'carnally , 
re-| and without reverence and godly 
fear performs it. Aliſo when he 
Dot asketh God for that which he can- 
be not abide ſhould. be given him , 
trol or when he prayeth for that in 
omſ his Cloſet, that he ' cannot abide 
id,Jin his houſe, nor his life. | 
oull #ourthly, Then alſo a man is 
_ Jevilty of Cloſet-iniquity, when he 
ity] defireth that the ſound of the de» 
h I] votion he doth there, may be heard 
acy.{Þy them without in the houſe; 
-alkJthe ſtreet, or of 'thoſe that dwell 


tollby. For a Cloſet is only for the Mat. 6. 6, 
orefman, and God, todo things in ſe- 7 


oldpcretly. 
the] Theſe things let the profeſſor 
hatIdeware of, leſt he add to his ini. 
myſſquity, fin ;-untill he, and it comes 
higjto be loathſlom. The Cloſet is 
en :;jÞy God appointed for men to 
If [wait upon him in, and to do it 
orfſwithout hypocriſie. To wait there 
to H A. for 
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for his mind, and his will, and alſaſq, 
for grace to perform it.. And howſqc 
can a man that went laſt time outÞnj 
of his Cloſet to be nought, haveſ;h 
the face to come thither again?]þa 
If I regard iniquity 12 my. heart ,ry 
the Lord will not hear my prayer3[yj 
and if ſo, then he will not meeth;h, 
me in my Cloſet ; and if ſo, thenjyj 
I ſhall quickly be weary thereof , th, 
being left to my ſelf, and the vaeſca 
nity of ny mind. the 

Itis a great thing to be a CloſetsG; 
Chriſtian, and to hold it-: -he muſtſh; 
be a Cloſe-Chriſtian, that will be ajhis 
Clofet=Chriſtian. When I ſay, ahve 
Cloſe-Chriſizan , 1 mean one that yi; 


ſo in- n part, and-thatſ/,,. 
alſg' walks with God. Many therehhe 
bexhat profeſs Chriſt, who doe 


oftener ( in London ) frequent theſhx 
Coffee-houſe than their Cloſer 5 andþar 
that ſooner-in a morning run to makek4h 
dargains., than to pray unto God for 
andq begin the day with him.  Butſe1y 
for thee, who profeſſeſt the name ofhh | 
Chriſt, do thou depart from aller 
theſe things; do thou make conJhg; 
icieace of reading , and PR nd 
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ſo[do thou follow after righteouſneſs; 
Whido thou make conſcience of begin=- 
whining the day with God : for he 
Veithat begins it, not with him, will 
n?Jhardly end it with him. He'that 
T,fruns from God in the morning , 
T5] will bacdly find him at the cloſe of 
ectithe day: Nor will he that begins 
[elwith the world and the vanities 
f ,[thereof, in the firſt place, be very 
Va-Kcapable of walking with God all 
the day after. 'Tis he that finds 
et-IGod in his Cloſet, that will carry 
wſththe ſavour of him into his houſe , 
Ee aJhis ſhop, and his more open con- 
» Arerſation : when Moſes had been 


| Whwith God in-the Maunt, his face Exo. 34: 


-haty/hove 3 he brought of that glory into 
eltthe Camp. - : 


doe S;x:hly, I add again , let thoſe Anſw.s. 


tithat name the name of Chriſt, de> 
andhart from the iniquity that cleav- 
Jakekth to opinions. This is a ſad age 
30dFor that 4 let opinions, in them= 
Bulſelyes, be never ſo good , never 
e Olfo neceſſary , never ſo. innocent, 
| Alfet there are ſpirits in the world 
conghat will entail iniquity to them , 
_ nd will make the vanity fo inſe- 


H 2 parable 
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merits in the remiſſion of fins. Thuy 
iniquity joyneth it ſelf with thq' 
great and moſt ſubſtantials of thq . 


- parable with the opinion, that *cis 
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almoſt impoſlible with ſome to 
take in the opinion and leave out 
the iniquity, that by craft and fubtil. 
ty of Satan, isjoyned thereto. Nor 
is this a thing new, and of yeſterday, 
It has been thus almoſt in all ages of 
the Church of God, and that not only 
in things ſmall, and indifferent, but 
in things fundamental, and moſt 
ſubſtantial, TI need inſtance in 
none other for proof hereof, but 


the doftrine of faith, and holineſs, 
If faith be preached as that which 
Is abſolutely neceſſary to 7uſtification; 
then faitk-fantaſtical, and looſneſs 
and remiſneſs in life (with ſome ) 
are joyned therewith, If holineſ; 
of life be preached, as neceſlary tc 
ſalvation, then faith is undervalued, 
and ſet below its place ; and work; 


as to juſtification with God ſet uy 


and made co-partners with Chri 


Goſpel, and 'tis hard to recelve an) 
goud Opinion, what ever, bur in! 
quity will joyn it felf theretc 

Wicket 
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Wicked ſpirits do not only tempt 
men to tranſgreſs the moral law , 
but do preſent themſelves in heavens 
ly things,” working there, and la- 
bouring in them, to wrelſt the judg- 
ment, and turn the underſtanding 
and conſcience awry in thoſe high 
and moſt important things. Where- 
fore, I ſay, we muſt be the more 
watchful, and careful leſt we be 
abuſed in our notions and beſt prin- 
ciples, by the iniquities that joyn 
themſelves thereto. 

*Tis ſtrange to ſee at this day, 
how, notwithſtanding all the threat- 


Inings of God , men are wedded to 


their own opinions , beyond what 
the law of grace and love wil] ad. 
mit. _ Here's a Presbyter, heres an 
Independent, an Anabaptiſt, 10 Joyne 
ed each man to his own opinton.that 


they cannot have that communion 
.one with another, as by the teſta- 
4-ment of the Lord Jefus, they are 


commanded and injoyned. What 


I is the cauſe ? Is the Truth? No! 
| God is :he author of- no confuſion. 
in the Church cf God, It is then | cox, x4. 
becauſe every man makes too. much 23. 
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_ of his own opinion, abounds too 
much in his own ſence, and takes not 
care fo ſeparate his opinion from the 
1n1quity that cleaveth thereto. That 
this confuſion 1s in the Church of 
Chriſt, am of Paxl,l of Apollo,I of Ce- 
' 8has, & 1 of Chriſt,is too manifeſt.But 
what unbecoming language is this 
for the Children of the ſame Father, 
members of the ſame body, and heirs 


—_— - 


of the ſame glory to be accuſtomed 


to?whether it is Pride, or Hypocriſie, 
or Jenorance, or Self, or the Devil, 
or the Jeſuite, or ail theſe joyntly 
working with the Church , that 
makes and maintains theſe names 
of diitinqtion. This diſtance, and 
want of love, this contempt of 


one another; theſe baſe and under-' 


valuing thoughts of brethren, will 
be better ſeen, to the ſhame and 
confuſion of fome, in the Judg- 
ment. 

In the mean time. F adviſe thee with 
whom I am at this time concern- 
ed, to take heed of this mixture, 
this ſinfol mixture of trut!. and ini- 
quity together, And to help thee 


in this thing : keep thine eye much 
upon | 


| 
| 


| 
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upon thine own baſe ſelf, labour 


alſo to be ſenſible of the imper- 
fcdtions that cleave to thy belt 
performances, be clothed with humt- 
lity, and prefer thy brother before 
thy ſelf: and know that Chriſtianity 


- licth not in ſmall matters, neither be- 


fore God, nor underſtanding men. 
And it would be well if thoſe that io 
ſtickle by their private and ur- 
ſcriptural notions (which only is 
iniquity cleaving to truth) : 1 fay 
It. would be well if ſuch were more 
ſound in faith, and morals, and it 
by. their lives they gave better coi 
viction to the world, that the 
truth and grace 'of Chriſt is in 
them. 

- Sometimes, ſo much iniquity is 
mixed with good. opinions that It 
prevails , not only to hurc men in 
this world, but to drown them in 
miſery evcrlaſting. *Twas good 
that the F.ws did own and allow 
the ceremonies of the. law, but 
ſince the iniquity that joyned it ſelf 
thereto, did prevail with them to 
make thoſe ceremonies copartners 
with Chriſt in thole watters that 
H 4 PEC- 
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pertained to Chriſt alone: there- 
iore they periſhed in them, The 
Galatians alſo with many ofthe Co- 
rinthians had like to have been over- 
thrown by theſe things. Take heed 
therefore of that iniquity that ſeek- 
eth to ſteal, with the truth, into 


thy heart, thy judgment and un- | 


derſtanding. | | 
Nor doth one iniquity come with- 
out another, they are linked toge- 


\ ther, and come by companies, and 


| Hab.| 2:4. 


Therefore uſually they that are 
{uperſtitions in one thing, arecor- 
rupted in ſeveral other. The more 


a man ſtands upon his points to 
juſtifie himſelf, and to condemn his, 


noly brethren: the more danger he 
is in of being overcome of diyers 
evils. Andit is the wiſdom of God 
to let it be ſo, that fleſh might 
notglory in his preſence. Hrs ſoul, 
that 8; lified up; to wit, with his 
good doings, with his order, and 


methods in religion, his foul is not - 
uprignt 12 him. 1 have often ſaid 


in my heart, what 15 the reaſon 
that ſome of the brethren ſhould be 
{o ſhy of holding communion, with 

| thoſe 


Cd 
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thoſe every whit as good, if nct 
better, than themſelves ? Is it bc=- 
cauſe they think themſelves ur- 
worthy of their holy fellowſhip ? 


45 


No yerily : it is becaule they exalt - 


themſelyes, they are leavened with 
ſome iniquity that hath mixed it 
ſelf with ſome good opinions that 


they hold, and therefore it is that 
they ſay to others, . fand by thy ſelf, 


come not near me, for I am holier than 
thou:But what is the ſentence of God 
concerning thoſe ? Why, theſe are 
a-\moke in my noſe, a fire that 
burneth all the day. Wherefore, 
as I faid before, ' ſo I ſay now again, 
take heed of the iniquity that clea- 
veth to good opinions. The which 
thou wilt in. no wiſe be able ro 


65. Yo 


ſhun, unleſs thou beeſt clothed with 


humility. But, 


Seventhly, Let them that name 
the name of Chriſt , depart .from 


Hy pocriſies. This exhortation is - 
as the firſt, general; for hypocri- 
ſies are of- that nature, that they 


ſpread themſelves ( as the leproſie 


. of the body) all over ; not the fa- 


culties of the ſoul only, but all the 


Anſw. To | | 


H x5 duties. 
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Col. 2. 
23. 

Mat. 6. 2» 
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duties of a man. So that here is 
a great injquity to be parted from, 
an over-ſpreading -iniquity. This 
ſin will get 1ato all thy profeſſion, 


. Into every whit of it, and will make 


the whole of it a loathſome ſtink 
in the noſtrils of God. Hypocrilte 
will be in the Pzlpir, in Conference, 
in Cloſets, in Communion of Saints, 


- in Faith, in Love, in Repentance, 


in Zeal, in Humility, in Alms, in 


" the Priſon, andin all duties. So 


that here is, for the keeping of thy 
joul upright and ſincere, more than 
ordinary diligence to- be uſed. Hy- 
pocrifie is one of the moſt abomi- 
nable of iniquities. It isa fin that 
dares it with God. Teis a fin that 
faith, God is ignorant, or that he 
delighteth in-iniquity, It is a fin that 
flattereth , that difſembleth,” that 
offereth to hold God, as it were , 
fair in hand about that which is 
neither purpoſed nor intended. It 
is alſo aſin that puts a man upon 
ſtudying and contriving to beguile, 
and deceive his Neighbour, as to 
the bent and intent of the heart, and 
allo as to the cauſe and end of att 
QNSs. | 
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ons. It isa ſin that perſwadeth a 
man to make a ſhew of Civility , 
Morality, or Chriſtian religion, as 
a cloak, a pretence, a guiſe to de- 
celve. withal. It will make a man 
preach for a place,and praiſe, rather 
than to glorifie God and fave ſouls ; 
It will put a man upon talking that 
he may be commended ; It will make 
a man, when he 1sat prayer 1n his 
Cloſer, ſtrive to be heard without 


doors; [It will make aman ask for that. | 


he deſireth not,. and ſhew zeal in 
duties, when his heart is.as cold, 
as ſenſeleſs, and as much without 
ſavour, as a clod: It will make a man 
pray to be ſeen and heard of men, 
tather than to be heard of God. It 
will make a man ſtrive to weep , 


when he repenteth not, and to. 


pretend much friendſhip, ' when he 
doth not loye. It will make a man 
pretend to experience, and fandti- 
fication ,, wien he has nene , .and 
to faith and. ſincerity, . when-. he 
knows not what they are... There 


is oppoſed to-this- fin, ſimplicity, 12> - 
nocency, and godly ſmcerity, without 


which three graces, thou wilt.bean 


Hypo:, 
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: Hypocrite , :let thy notions, thy 

knowledge, thy profeſſion, and com. 

| Pro.16. 2. mendations from others be what 

qr *t:.* they will. Helps againſt this ſin there | 

15, are many, ſome of which I ſhall now 
preſent thee with. 

1. Believe that Gods eye is always 
upon thy heart to obſerve all the 
ways, all the turnings, and Op 
of- ir. 

2. Believe that he obſerveth all 
thy ways, and marks thy ations, 

Pro.g. 21. The ways of man are before the eyes 
of the Lord, and he pondereth all his 
£0mgs. 

3. Believe that there is a. day 
of jndgment a coming , and that 
then all things ſhall be revealed and 

Lak, 12. 2, diſcovered as they are. For there 
36 zs nothing covered that fhall not be 
revealed, nor hid, that ſhall not be 
known. Therefore whatſoever ye have 
ſpoken in darkneſs, ſhall be heard in 
hight, and that which ye have ſpoken 
in the ear in Cloſets, ſhall be proclaimed 
ppon the houſe tops. 
4. Believe that an Hypocrite , 
wich the cunning and ſhronds for 


his bypocrifie-,- can go unſeen no 
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farther than the grave, nor can he 
longer flatter himſelf with thoughts 


of life. For the triamphing of the wicked Job 20.5, 
55 ſhort, the joy of the Hypocrite but for a 5» T1 8: 


moment .T hough his exellency reach up to 
the heavens, and his head reacheth unts 
the clonds :>yet he (hall periſh for ever 
like hs own dung, they which have ſeen 
him, (hall ſay where is he ? He ſhall fly 
away as 4 dream and not be found 5 
yea, he ſhall be chaſed away as a v+- 
fron of vhe might. 


5- Believe that God will not Luk, 26. 
| ſpare an Hypocrite,in the judgment; 47. 


no nor puniſh him neither with 
ordinary damnation : but as they 
have here ſinned in a way by them-= 
ſelves, ſo there they ſhall receive 
greater damnation. 

Of all ſins, the fin of Hypocriſie 
beſpeaks a man moſt in love with 
ſome luſt, becauſe he diſlembleth 
both with God and man to keep. 
it. 

For a concluſion upon this ſeyen- 
fold anſwer to the queſtion above 
propounded ; let me adviſe thoſe 
that are tender of the name of Chriſt, 
to have regard tothele things. 

, Firſt, 


Go. - 


- —_—— ——x 
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Firſt, Be well - acquainted wit! 
the word, and with the general, 
rules of holineſs; to wit, with the 
moral: law , the want of this is a 
cauſe of much unholineſs of conver» 
ſation. Theſe licentious and evil 
times, wherein we live, are full 
of iniquity , nor can we (though 
we never ſo much love God ) do 
our duty as we are injoyned, if 
we do not know it. The law is 
caſt behind the back of many, when 
it ſhould be carried in the hard , 
and heart,that we might do it to the 
end, the Goſpel, which we profeſs, 
might be glorified in the world. 
Let then the law be with thee to 
love it, and doit in the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel , that thou be not unfruir- 
ful in thy life. Letthe law, Ifay, | 
be with thee, not as it comes from 
Moſes, but from Chriſt; for though 
thou art ſet free from the law, as 
a Covenant forlife, yet thou ſtill 
art under the law to Chriſt, and 
it is to be 'received by thee, as 
out of his hand, to be a rute for - 
thy converſation in the world. What * 
then thou art about to do, — 
| cave 
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teave- it undone as thou ſhalt find 
It approved, or forbidden by the 
law. And when ought ſhall come 
into thy mind to be done, and 
thou art at a ſtand, and at a loſs 
about the lawfulneſs,or unlawfulneſs 


' thereof, then betake thy ſelf to the 


law of thy God, which is in thy 
hand, and ask if this thing be 
good, or to be avoided. 

If this were practiſed by pro- 
feſſors, there would not be ſo much 
iniquity found in their Beds, their 
Houſes, their Shops, and their con- 
verſations as there 1s. 

Secondly, As thoy mult be careful to 
find out the lawfulneſs or unlawful- 
neſs of a thing before thou putteſt 
forth thy hand thereto: ſo thou muſt 


| alſo conſider again, whether that 
which is lawful is expedient. Athing 


may be lawful in ir ſelf, and may 
yet; be unlawful to thee, to wit; if 
there be - an inconveniency, Or 
an inexpediency attending the do- 
ing of 1t. 


then 


% 


All things are lawful for 1 Cor. 6. 
' me,ſays the Apoſtle, but all things are 12: 
| mot expedient : all. things are lawful chap. Io. | 

for me , but allthings edifie not. This ©*' | 
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then thou muſt conſider, and this 
allo thou muſt praCtiſe, 

But this is a hard leſſon,and impol- 
ſible to be done except thou art 
addicted to ſelf-denial. - For this 
Text, and ſo the practice of what 
1s contained therein ,- has reſpect 
chiefly zo another, to wit, to thy 
neighbour, and his advantage and 
edification 5 and it ſuppoſeth, yea, 
1njoyneth thee, if thou wilt depart 


from iniquity, - to forbear alſo ſome 
things that are lawful, and conſe- 


quently profitable to thee, for 
the ſake of, and of love to thy 
neighbour. But how little of this 
is found among men? Where is 


tke man that will forbear ſome law- 


ful things, for .fear of hurting the 
weak thereby. 
are there that this day profeſs, that 
will not forbear palpable wickeds 


neſs : No, though the ſalvation of 
their own ſouls are endangered 


thereby 3 and how then ſhould theſe 
forbear things that are lawful,even 
of godly tenderneſs to the weakneſs 


_ of their neighbour ? 


| Thus 


Alas! how many - 


{ 
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Thus much have I thought good to 
| ſpeak, inanſwer to this queſtion , 

what iniquity ſhould we depart from, 

that religiouſly name the name of Chriſt : 

and now we will make ſome uſe of 

what hath b:en ſpoken. 

And the firſt ſhall be an uſe of ex- Uſe. 1. 

amination, Art thou a profeſſor ? 

Dolt thou religiouſly name the 

name of Chriſt? If ſo, 1 ask, doſt 

thou according to the exhortation 

here, Depart from iniquity." 1 ſay, 
examine thy ſelf about this matter, 

and be thou faithful in this work : 

for the deceit in this will fall up- 

on thine one pate. Deceive thy 

ſelf thou maieſt, but beguile God * 

thou ſhalt not. Be zot deceived, God Gal, 6, 7; 
is not mocked, for what a man ſoweth, 

that ſhall he reap, Wherefore let 

no man deceive himſelf, either in 
profeſſing, while he lives wiciouſly 3 

Or in examining whether his pro- | 
feſſion of this name, and his life and - || 
converſation do anſwer one another. | 
What departing from iniquity Is, 
I have already ſhewed, in the for- 
mer part of this book : Wherefore 
I ſhall not here handle that poinr 


farther, 


Deut, 
I 9, 


Jer. 17+ 9+ 


Pro. 28, 
26. 
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farther, only preſs upon thee, the 
neceſſity of this exhortation, and 
the danger of the not doing of it 
faithfully, The neceſlity of it is ur- 
ged 

y From the deceitfulneſs of mans 
heart, which will flatter him with 
promiſes of peace and life; both 
now and hereafter, though he 
live in iniquity, while he profeſſeth 
the name of Chriſt, For there are 
that ſay in their hearts, or that have 
their hearts ſay unto them, 7 ſhall 
have peace, though I'walk_ in the ima- 


gination of my. heart, to add drunk- 


enneſs to thirſf, And what will bee 
come of them that ſo do, you may 
ſee by that which followeth in the 
Texts, The heart therefore is not 
to be truſted, for it will promiſe a 
man peace in the way of death and 
damnation. I doubt not but many 
are under this fearful judgment to 
this day. What means elſe their qui- 
etneſs of mind, their peace and boaſts 
of Heaven, and glory, though eve- 
ry ſtep they-take, as to life and 
converſation, is an apparent ſtep to 
Hell and Damnation ; theſe ſayings, 

| , The 


/ 


"day of Judgment. 
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The beart is deceitful : and, he that 


truſts his heart is a fool, were not 
written without a cauſe. Let as 


, Many therefore as would examine 
'themſelves about this matter have 


a jealouseye over their own heart, 
and take, heed of being beguiled 
thereby : let them mix hearty prayer 
with this matter, unto God, that 
he will help them to be faithful »to 
themſelves, in this ſo great a matter, 
yeaglet them compare their lives with 
the holy Commandment, and judge 
by that rather than by the fleſhly 
{ondnelſs, that men naturally are apt 
to haye for, and of their own aRi- 
ons. For by the Verdi of the 
word , thou mult ſtand and fall, 
both now, at Death, and in the 
Take heed there- 
fore of thy Heart, thy carnal 
heart, when thou goeſt into thy 
Life, to make a ſearch for iniqui- 
ty. Take the word with thee, and 
by the word do thou examin thy 
ſelf. 

2. It is urged from the cunning of 
Satan. Wouldeſt thou examin thy ſelf 


faithfully as to this thing, then take 


heed 
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heed of the flatteries of the Devil : 


Can he help it, thou ſhalt never find 


out the iniquity of thy heels. He 
will labour to blind thy mind, to 
harden thy heart, to put ſach ver= 
tuous names upon thy fouleſt vices, 
that thou ſhalc never, unleſs thou 
ſtoppeſt thine ear to him; after a 
godly ſort, truly examin and try 
thy ways, according as thou art 
commanded. Wherefore take heed 
of him, for he will be ready at thy 
fide when thou goeſt about this 
work. Now for thy help in this 
matter, ſet God, the Holy God, 
the All-ſeeing God,the ſin-revenging 
God, before thine eyes; for our 
God is a conſiming fire, And be- 


upon thy heart, alſo that ne pon- 
dercth all thy goings, and that thy 
jadgment, as to thy faithfulneſs, or 
unfaithfulneſs, in -this work, mult 
proceed out of the mouth of God. 
This will be thy help in this thing, 
that is, if thou uſeſt it faithfully ; 
alſo this will be thy hindrance, if 
thou ſhalt neglect ir, and ſuffer thy 
ſelf to be abuſed by the Devil. 


lieve that he hath pitcht his eyes 1 
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3.It is urged from the dangerouſ. 
neis of the latter days. Wouldeſt thoa 


examin thy ſelf, then make not the 


lives of others any rule to thee in 
this matter. *Tis propheſied long 


ago, by Chriſt and by Pax/,concern- Mat. 24+ 
ing the latter times, that iniquity Þ*; 


ſhall abound, and be very high a» 


be a rare thing to find an exempla- 
ry life among profeſſors. Where- 
fore ceaſe from man, and learn of the 
word, try thy Ielf by the word, re- 
ceive conviction from the word ; 
and to take off thy ſelf from ta» 
king of incouragemnt from others, 
ſet the judgment before thine eyes, 


and -that account that God will de- 


mand of- thee then ; and know that 


it will be but a poor excuſe of thee 


to ſay, Lord ſuch an one doth ſo, 


_ didſo, would doſo: and they pro- 


feſled, &c. Whether thou wilt hear 


me, or not, 1know not, yet this I P10v-9.12» 
| know, If thou be wiſe, thou ſhalt be 


wiſe for thy ſelf : but if thou ſcorneſt, 
thou alone ſhalt bear it. 


Therefore 1t will ;, 6 


Let 
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Let me then, to preſs this uſe far- 


ther upon thee, ſhew thee in a few | 


particulars, the danger of not doing 
of it, that is of not departing from 
iniquity, fince thou profeſleſt. | 

Firſt, The iniquity that cleaveth 
to men that profeſs, if they caſt it 
not away, but countenance it, will 
all prove Nettles and Bryers to 
them: And I will aſſure thee, yea, 
thou knoweſt, that Nettles and 
Thorns will ſting and ſcratch but 
ill-fayouredly. I went, faith Solo. 
mon, . by the field of the ſlothful, and 


by the vineyard of the man woid of 


underſtanding. And to, it was all 


grown over with Thorns, and Nettles 


hed covered the face thereof , and the 
ſtone wall thereof was broken down. 
Suppoſe a-man were, after work 
all day, to be turned into a bed of 
Nettles at night : or after a man 
had been about ſuch a buſineſs , 
ſhould be rewarded with chairtiſe- 
ments of Bryers and Thorns : 
this would for work be but little 
kelp, relief, or comfort to him; why 
this is the reward ofa wicked man, 
of a wicked profeſſor, from God; 
| Nettle; 
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p 
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Nettles and Thorns are to cover over 
the face of his Vineyard, his Field, 
his Profeſſion, and that at the laſt 
of all; for this covering over the 
face of his Vineyard , with MWertles 
and Thorns, 1s to ſhew what fruit the 
fllovenly, flothful, careleſs, profeſ- 
ſor will reap out of his profeſſion, 
when reaping time ſhall come. 

Nor can he whoſe Vineyard,whoſe 
profeſſion is covered over with theſe 
Nettles and Thorns of iniquity,eſcape 
| being afflicted with them in his con- 
{ctence : For look as they covyer the 
face of his Vineyard through his 
Goth now,-ſo will they cover the face 
of his conicience, in the day of 
judgment. For profeſſion and con- 
ſcience cannot be ſeparated long : 
If a man then ſhall make profeſſion 
without conſcience of Gods honour 
in his converſation, his profeſſion 
and conſcience will meet in the day 
of his yiſitation» Nor will he, 
whoſe condition this ſhall be, be a- 
| ble to ward off the guilt, and ſting 
of a flothful and bad converſation, 
from covering the face of his con- 
{cience, by retaining 1a his _— 

on 
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fion the name of Jeſus Chriſt : For 
naming, and profeſſing of the name 
of Chriſt, wil, inſtead of ſalving ſuch 
a conſcience, put venom, ſting , 
and keenneſs into thoſe Vettles, an 

Thorns, that then ſhall be ſpread o- 


ver the face of ſuch conſciences. Thigh 


will be worſe than was that cold 
wet cloth that Hazae! took ' and 
ſpread over the face of Benhadad, 
that he died. This will ſting worſe, 


tear worſe , torment worſe, killſ 


worſe. Therefore look to it. 

2. Nor may men ſhift this danger 
by their own neglect of inquiring in- 
to the truth of their ſeparation from 


iniquity, for, that.God himſelf will} 


ſearch them. 7 ſearch the reins and 
the heart, ſaith he, to gave unto 


every one of you according to his| 


"The 
There are many that wear the name}; 


of Chriſt for a Cloak, and ſo make 
their advantages by- their iniquity ; 
but Chriſt at death and judgment, 
will rent this Cloak from off ſuch 
ſhoulders, then ſhall they walk na- 
ked, yea, the ſhame of their naked- 


neſs ſhall then-appear. Now ſince 
| no. 


)y 
Ee 
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God, and fo, not his judgment.: it 
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no man can eſcape the ſearch of 


will be thy wiſdom to ſearch thine 

own ways, and to: prevent judge- 

ment by. judging of thy ſelf. _ 
3, Chriſt will deny thoſe to be 


'his that do not depart from iniqui- 


ty, though they ſhall name-his name 

among the reſt of his people. De- 1x. 14. 
part from me, faith he, all you that 25,20, 27s 
departed not from iniquity. Yea,they 

that ſhall n»me his name religioully, 

and not depart from iniquity, are 
denyed,by him all along. 

2. He alloweth them not zowto x vx 6.45, 
call him Lord, Ard why. call ye | 
me-Lord, Lord, ſaith he, and do not 
the things which I ſay ? He cangoc 
abide ro be reputed the Lord of 
thofe that prelume to proteſs his q, ., 
name, and do not depart: from ,, 
iniquity. .;1 he reaſon, is, for' that 
ſuch do but profane his name, and 
{tave others off from falling in love gn, ,. 
with him and his ways. Hence he 24. 
lays again, Behold I have ; ſworn Jer- 44+ 
by my great name, ſaith the Lord, ** 
that. my name (ball no, more be 2a: 


f 


med inthe mouth of any man of Tudah. 
u% I 
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2. He regardeth not their prayers. | 


If 1 regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Lord will not hear my prayer. And 


if ſo, then what ever thou haſt at] 


the hand of God, thon haſt it, not 
in mercy, but in judgment, and to 
work out farther thine everlaſting 
miſery. | 

3. He will not regard their ſoul, 
but at the laſt day will caſt it from 
him, as a thing abhorred by him, 


As is evidently ſeen by that thir- 


- thee again to examin thy ſelf, iff 


teenth of Zzke, but now noted in 
the margent. 


=y 


Wherefore from theſe few hints, 
thou, whoever thou art, maieſt well 
perceive what an horrible thing tt is 
to make a profeſſion of the name 0 
Chriſt, and not to depart from ini. 
quity. Therefore let me exhort 


thou haſt , and-doſt, (fince thoy 
profeſſeſt that name ) depart from 


1niquity. | 
And here I would diſtinguiſh, for] 


there is two parts In iniquity, to 
wit, the guilt, and filch. As for 
the guilt, that is contracted by int 
quity, 1 perſwade my ſelf, no _ 

| who 
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| who knows it, needs to be bid to 


deſire to depart from that; nay, I 


| do believe that the worſt Devil in 
| Hell would depart from his guilc, 


if he could, and might but this 
is it, to wit, to depart from the 
ſweet, the pleaſure, and profi. of 
iniquity. There are that cal] evil 
good, iniquity good, ard that 
of profeſſors too ; this'is that to be 
departed from, and theſe are they 
that.are exhorted to foriake it upon 
the pains 'and penalties before 
threatened. Therefore, as I faid, 
let ſuch. look to it, that they ex- 
amin themſelves if they depart from 
iniquity, And come, now tiou art 
going about this work, let me help 


.| thee in this matter, 


1. Ask thy heart, what evil dot 


thou ſee in fin ? 


2. How {lick art thou of ſin ? 

3, What means dot thou ule to 
mortifie thy fins ? 

4. How much haſt thou been grie- 
ved to ſee others break Gods 
Law, and to find temptations in thy 
ſelf to do It. 


2 For 
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For the Firſt, 1- There is a _ſoullcoj 

polluting evil in Tniquity , _ of 

2. There is a God-provokingTt 

evil in -injquity. eaf 

3. There isa (oul-damning evil mit : 

_ Iniquity. And untill thon comeſtithe 
experimentally to know theſe thingsan 

thou wilt have neither liſt, nor will,fthe 

to depart. from iniquity. - [dif 

For the Second, | mean not fick]An 

with guilt, for, ſo the damned in[An 

hell are ſick, but I mean ſick offfire 
Numb.11. the filth , and- polluting nature olftha 
I4, 15 it, Thus was ffs lick of ſin, thus|ma 
x Chro.4. &,þ,- was ſick of ſin, *and thus was[the 
| Rom. 95, Paul flick of lin. _ 1doj 
a For the Third. You know thatlcyr 
2 Cor.s.I, thoſe that are ſenſible of a ſickneſs,ſth-x 
Philip. 2. Will look out after the means tojpa 
10,1112, berecovered, there is a means alſoſhe 
13, 14, for this diſeaſe, and doſt thou knowſha, 
what that means is, and hait thouthj 
indeed a def{ire toit? Yea, could-|anc 
eſt thou be willing even now toſth; 
-partake of the means -that would|yiy 
help. thee to that means, that canſho, 
cure thee of this diſeaſe ? There areſhe: 
-No means can cure a man that is ſick |mj; 
.of {in,but glory 3. and the means' to [frq 
| come 


w=4 


þ 
* 


_- Meg” 
I 1231). 


ullcome by that#Chrs#, and to go out 
| of this world by the faith of bim. 
10g There-1s no grace can cure this dif- 
 ſeaſe; yea,grace doth rather encreaſe. 
Timfic : For the more grace any man has, 
eſi]the more is he ſick of fin; the greater 
8$Sfan oftence is iniquity to him. So 
iUlfthen, there is nothing can curethis 
© Jdiſcaſe. bar glory;but immortal glory, 
ck And doſt thuu deſire this Medicine, , Cor.s 4. 
| InjJAnd doth God teſtifie that thy de- = 
Olflire 1s true, not feigned. I know 
Clſthat thereare many things that do 
ws|make ſome even wiſh to die: but 
vaSIthe queſtion is not whether thou 
. doſt wiſh'to die -* for death can 
iaticure many diſeaſes : but 1s this that 
{8,|that noveth thee to deſire to dee 
lOlpart; to wit, that thou mighteſt 
{Oſbe rid, quite rid, and ſtript of a 
Wibody of death, becauſz nothing on 
Oulthis ſide the grave can rid thee 
d-Jand ſtrip thee off it. And is hope, 
LOlthat this day is approaching, a re- 
viving cordial to thee? And.doth the 
nſJhope- of this ſtrike arrows into the 
Feſheart of thy luſts, and draw off thy 
KImind, and affeftions, yet farther, 
0 ffrom iniquity. 
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To the Fourth. How much haſt 


. thou becn grieved to ſee others 


break Gods Law, and to had tem- 
ptations in thy ſelf to doit? Thee 
held the tranſerefſors and was gricved, 
ſaid David, becauſe men kejt not thy 
word, The ſame alſo had Paul, 


berovſe 'of that body of ſin and 


death which was in him. Profcſſor , 
I beſcech thee be thou ſerions about 
this thins, becauſe it will be found, 
when Go.i comes to judge, that thoſe 
that profeſs Chriſt, and yet abide 
with their iniquity, are but wooden, 
earthy proleſiors, and none of the 


 filver or golden ones : and ſo cons 


ſequently {uch as ſhall be Veſlels, 


not to honour, but to diſkonour ; 


not to glory, but to ſhame. 
Secondly, My next ſhall be a «ſe 
of terror, Has God commanded 
by the mouth of his holy Apoſtles 
and Prophets, that thoſe that name 
the name of Chriſt, ſhould Yepart 
from iniquity : Then what will be- 
come of thoſe that reb<l againſt his 
word. Where the word ofa King 
is. t'.cre is power; and if the wrath 
cf a Kiig be as the roaring of a 
F. * 
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aft | Lyon, what is, and what will be the 

ers | wrath of God, when with violence 

m- | it falls upon the head of the wick» 

be. | ed ? | es 

-4, | Sirs, I beſeech you conſider this, 

{;y | namely, that the man that profeſ- 

al, | ſeth the name of Chriſt, and yer 

ad | liveth a wicked life, is the greateſt 

r , | enemy that God has in the world, 

ut | and conſequently, oge that God, in 

d, |a way moſt eminent, wil! ſet his 

)ſe | face againſt. Hence he threatnerh. 

de | ſuch ſo hotly, ſaying, And the de- 

n, | fruftion of the tranſoreſſors, and of 4.1.28. 
he | the ſinners (hall be together \, and that _ © 35 
n- | they that forſake the Lord (ball be ® 

ls, | conſumed. But what finners are 

r ; | theſe ? why, the ſinners in Zion, the 
hypocrites inthe Church. So again, 

iſe | The Lord ſhall purge out from among Ezck. 20. 
ed | you the Rebels, and them that tranſ. 3*: 

es | greſs againſt bim. All the ſinners of Og ”" 
ne | my people ſhall 'die with the ſword, © 

rt | which ſay, the evil ſhall not overtake 

e- | nor prevent us. For though ſuch do 
is | think that by profeſling of the name 
g | of Chriſt.they ſhall prevent their go- 
h | ing do#n to-heli, yet they ſhall go 
down thither, with thoſe that have 
I 4 lived 
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| Niall be to fach, the ſavour of death 


. comm effects. 
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Iived openly wicked and profane : 
Egypt, and Fudah, the circumciſed 
with them that are not; for it is not a 
profefſion- of faith that can ſave 
them. 
faich God ? wherein art thou ber. 
tered by the profefiion, than the 
wicked ? eo down, and be thou laid 
wi h the nncircumciſed. 

This in general: But more par- 
cularly, the wrath of God maniteſt- 
eth it {c]F againſt ſuch kind of pro- 
fellors. 


In that the Goſpel, and means 


of lalvation ſhall. rot be effeCtual. 


For their 1a41.05/00; but. that it ſhall 


work rather quite contrary effects. 
It (hall bring forth, as I ſaid , quite 
As, 


The preaching of the word 


unto death,and that's a ſearful thing. 
2. TEN Chriſt Jeſus himſelf ſhall 


' be fo far off from being a Savour 
unto them, that he ſhall be a ſnare, . 
- atrapand a gin to catch them by the 


heel withal ; 


That they may go and 
fall backward, 


and be broken, and 


3. The 


ſnared, and. taken. 


Whom aoft thor paſs in beauty, | 


/ 
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3. The Lord alſo will choſe out chap. 65. 


ſich deluſions for ſuch, as will beſt 
ſuire with the workings of-their 


tleſh, as will effectually bring them 


down, with the Bullocks and with the 
Bulls to the ſlaughter: yea, he will 
lead ſuch forth with the work- 
ers of iniquity. | 

4. Such, above all, 
to the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 


that unpardonable fin, that muſt. 


never be forgiven. For alas, it 


1s not the poor ignorant world, but- 
the enlighrened profeſſor that com- 
mitteth the ſin that ſhall never be. 


forgiven. 


I fay, 'tis - one inlightened, one Heb. 6. 4- 
that has taſted the gocd- word of- 


God, and ſomething of the pow- 


ers of the world tocome ; *tis one: 


that was counted a brother , that 
was with us in our profeſſion : *cis 
{ach an one that is in danger of com- 
mitting of that moſt black and 
bloody fin. But yet all and every 
one of thoſe that are ſuch, are not 
in danger of this; bur thoſe amonz 


theſe that take. pleaſure in'unrig} re- 2 Theſ. 2: 
ouſneſs, and that rather than thes £2 1 1,12s- 


Is Will 


tie open. 
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will loſe that pleaſure, will com- 
mit it preſumpuouſly. Preſumptu- 


eufly, chat 1s, againit light, againſt 


convictions, againſt warnings , as 
gainſt: mercies. Or thus, a preſum- 
ptuous ſin is ſuch an one as is 
committe-i in the face of the com- 
mand, in a deſperate venturing to 
run the hazzard, or in a preſuming 
upon the mercy of God, through 
Chriſt to be ſaved notwithſtanding ; 
Thisis aleading fin to that which is 
unparconable, and will. be found 
with ſuch profeſiors that do hanker 
after iniquity. 1 ſay, it is defigned 


bythe Devil, and ſuftcred by the juſt 


Jadgment of God,to catch and over- 
throw the lool: & cainil Goipelers. 
And hence it is that David crics unto 
God, -that he would hold him back 
from theſe ſort of ſins.Cleanſe thou me 


from my ſucret faults, lays he. And 


then adds, keep back thy- ſervant alſo 
from preſumptuons ſons. let hem Not have 
domunion over mes then ſhall 1 be wp- 
right, and I ſhall be smnnecent from the 


great tranſgrefſon, 


If | 
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If there'were any. dread of God, 
or of. his word, in the hearts of the 
men: of this generation, the conſi- 
deration of this one Text is enough 
to ſhake them in pieces: I ſpeak of 
thoſe thet name the.name of Chriit, 
but do. not depart from iniquity. 
But the word of God muſt be ful- 
filled; In thelaſt days, iniquity muſt 
abound ;- wherefore theſe days will 
be perilous and dangerous to pro- 


fellors. 1s the laſt days perilous times war. 24. 
ſhall come, for men (hall be lovers of 12. 
their own ſelves, Coverous, boaſters , 2 11M 3: 


proud, blaſpheemers, dijobedient to pa- 
rents, unthankful, unholy. I do the 
oftner harp upon this Texr at this 


time, becauſe ze 5s 4 prediftion of Verl. 5. 
whar ſhall bein the latter days, to 


wit, what a Sea and Deluge of 
Iniquity, ſhall in the latter days 0- 
ver-{pread and drown thoſe that 
then ſhall have a form of godlineſs, 
and of Religion. So that this day 
1s more dangerous than were the 
days that have been before us. 
Now iniquity, eyen imimerality,ſhall 
with profcilors be in' faſhion, be 
pleaded for, be Icved and more 
eſteemed, 
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Verſ. 3-. eſteemed, than holineſs it ſelf. Now 


| Ref 


Anjſw. 


ſtall we 


godlineis, and ſelf-denyal ſhall be 


little ſet by ; eventhoſe very men 


that have a form of godlinefs,  bate 
the life, and power thereof ; yea, 
they ſhall deſpiſe them that are 
go00d. Now therefore Miniſters 
muſt nor think that what. they ſay 
of the Doctrine of ſelf denial among 
profeſſors, will be much, if at all 
regarded. I ſay, regarded, fo as to be 
loved and put in practice by them 
that name thename of Chrilt. For 
the ſtrong hold that iniquity ſhall 
have of their affections, will caute 
that but little, effeCtualneſs to this 
end - will be found to attend the 
preaching of the word unto them, 


But what will theſe kind of men- 


ct0, when God that.is juſt, God that 


1s holy, and God thar- is ſtrong to- 


execute his word, ſhall call them to 
an account-for theſe things? 
Now ſome may ſay , | But what 


quity ? 

] anſwer, 1. Labour to ſee the odi- 
01 ſgeſs and unprofitableneſs there- 
cf z. which thou maicſt do bythe 


do to depart from is. 


rue: 
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ttneknowledge of the excellent na- 
lure of the holineſs of God: ' For 
until thou ſeeſt a beauty in holineſs, 
thou canſt not fee odioulſneſs in fin 
and iniquity. Danger thou maieſt 
ſee in ſin before, bat od5ouſneſs thou 
canſt not. 1 

2, Be muck. in the conſideration 
of the Power, Juſtice, and Faith 
fulneſs of God to revenge him- 
ſelf on the workers of iniqul- 
LY. 

: 3, Be much in the conſideration 
of the greatneis and worth of thy 
{oul. | : 

4.. Be often asking of thy ſelf, 
what: true profit did | ever get by 
the commiſſion of any fin. ry 

5. Bring thy laft day often to thy 
bediide. | ; 

6. Be often thinking of the cries, 
and roarings of the damned 1n 
. MeL | 

7, Beoften conſidering the laſt- 
ingneſs of the torments of H:1. 

8. Be often thinking what would 
thoſe thar are now 1n Hell give, - 
that th:y might live tveir lives over 
again. 
9+ Conle 
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7. Conſider often of the frailty:of 
thy life, and that there is no repen» 


tance to be found in the Grave, 


whither thou goeſt. 


10.-- Conſider that Hell is a dole- 


ful place, and that the Devils. are 
but uncomfortable companions. . 

11. Again, Conſider together with 
theſe, how the patience of God has 
been abuſed by thee; yea, how. all 
his Attributes haye been deſpiſed by 
thee, who art a profeſſor, that does 
not depart from iniquity. 

12. Moreover, I would ask with 
what face thou canſt look the Lord 


Jeſus in the face, whole name- 
- thou haſt profaned' by thine inl« 


quity? | 

13. Alſo; how thon wilt look-on 
thoſe that are truly godly, whoſe 
hearts thou haſt grieved, while they 


have beheld the dirt. and dung that 


hath cloven to thee and to thy pro- 
fcflion, | 

14. But cſpecially conſider with 
thy ſcli, how thou wilt bear, toge- 
ther with thine cwr, the guilt of 
the damnation of cth'rs, For as 
I have often faid, a Þ oicſſor, if he 
pcriſhes, 
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periſhes, ſeldom periſhes alone, but 


caſteth others down to hel] with him- 
ſelf : The reaſon is, becauſe others, 
both weak profeſſors, and carnal 
men, are ſpectators, and obſervers 
of his ways. Yea, and will pre- 
ſume alſo to follow him ſpecially in 
evil courſes, concluding that he is 


right. Weread that the Tas! of Rev. 12.4. 
the Dragon, or that the Dragon by 114. 9. 14, 
his Tail, did draw, and caſt down ** 

abundance - of the Stars of heaven 


to the earth: The Tail, The pro- 
phet that ſpeaketh lies, he 2s the 
Tail, The Prophet that ſpeaketh 
lies, either by opinion or practice, 


he is the Tail, the Dragons Tall, Ifa. 9. 14, 
the Serpentin Tail of the Devil. 15: 


And ſoin his order, every profeſ- 
ſor that by his iniquity draweth 
both himſelf and others to hell, he 
z5s the Tail. The Tail, ſays the 
holy ghoſt, 4/aws them down : draws. 
down cven the Stars of heaven. But 
whither doth he draw them? The 
anſwer is, from Heaven, the throne 
of God; to earth, the ſeat of the 
Dragon. For he 1s the God of this 
woild. The profcllor then that is 
diſh0. 
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7. Conſider often of the frailty-:of 
thy life, and that there is no repen-» 


tance to be found in the Grave, 


whither thou goelſt. 


10.-Conſtder that Hell is a dole- 


ful place, and that the Devils. are 
but uncomfortable companions. - 

11. Again, Conſider together with 
theſe, how the patience of God has 
been abuſed by thee; yea, how. all 
his Attributes haye been deſpiſed by 
thee, whoarta profeſſor, that does 
not depart from iniquity. 

12. Moreover, I would ask with 
what face thou canſt look the Lord 
Teſus in the face, 


quity? | 

13. Alſo; how thon wilt look-on 
thoſe that are truly godly, whoſe 
hearts thou haſt grieved, while they 


have bekeld the dirt and dung that '] 
hath cloven to thee and to thy pro- 


fc ilion, 

14. But eſpecially conſider with 
thy {clf, how thou wilt bear, toge- 
ther with thine cwr, the guilt of 
the damnatio7 of cth:rs, For as 
I have often faid, a Þ oieſſor, if he 
pcriſhes, 


ets: 


whole name 
- thou haſt profaned by thine ini« 


as a © 20 


right. 
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periſhes, ſeldom periſhes alone, but 
caſteth others down to hell with him- 
ſelf : The reaſon is, becauſe others, 
both weak profeſſors, and carnal 


men, are ſpectators, and obſervers 


of his ways. Yea,. and will pre- 
ſume alſo to follow him ſpecially in 
evil courſes, concluding that he is 
We read that the .T ar! of Rev. 12.4. 
the Dragon, or that the Dragon by 11 9- 14, 


his Tail, did draw, and caſt down *'* 


abundance - of the Stars of heaven 


to the earth: The Tail. The pro- 
phet that ſpeaketh lies, he # the 
Tail, The Prophet that ſpeakerh 


Þ lies, either by opinion or practice, 
he is the Tail, the Dragons Tail, Ifa. 9. 14, 
the Serpentin Tail of the Devil. 15: 


And ſoin his order, every profe(- 
ſor that by his iniquity draweth- 
both himſelf and others to hell, he 
ws the Tail. The Tail, fays the 
holy ghoſt, draws them down : draws. 
down even the Stars of heaven. But 
whither doth he draw them? The 
anſwer is, from Heaven, the throne 
of God; to earth, the ſeat of the 
Dragon. For he 1s the God ot this 
woild. The profcſlor then that is 
diſh0. 
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diſhonourable in his profeſſion, he is 


. the Tail. The antient and honenrable, 


he 3s the Head ; and the Prophet that 
ſpeaketh lies, hessthe Tail. Nor can 
Satan work ſuch exploits by any, 
as he can by unrighteous. profeſſors. 
Theſe he uſeth in his hand, as the 
Giant uſeth his Club ; hegas it were, 
drives all before him with it, ( 'Tis 
faid of Behemoth, that he moveth his 
Tail like a Cedar : Behemoth 1s a 
Type of the Devil, but behold how 
he handleth his Tail, even asif a 


man ſhould ſwing about a Cedar. ) 


This is ſpoken to ſhew the hurtful: 
neſs of the Tail: as it is alſo ſaid 
in another place. Better no pro- 


feſſor than a wicked profeſſor : bet-. 


ter open profane, than a hypocriti- 
cal namer of the name of Chriſt : 
And leſs hurt ſhall ſuch an one do 


to.his own ſoul, to the poor igno- : 


rant world, tothe name of Chriſt, 
and to the Church of God. 

Let profeſlors therefore take heed 
to themſelves, that they j>yn to their 
naming of the nawe of Chriſt,an holy 
and godly converſation; for away 
they muſt go elie With the. workers 


mb ww k_ od If pod Pry WV 
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of iniquity to the pit, with more. 
guilt, and_bigger load, and more 
torment by far thin others. Burt, 


rs | 


Thirdly, My next word ſhall be Uſe 3. 


to thoſe that deſite to be trur, (incere 
profeſiors of the name of Chriſt. 
Firſt, Do you bleſs God, fur 


that he has put not only his name Mark9.4., 


igto your-ltps, but grace into your 
hearts, that thereby that prof: flion 
which thon makeſt of him, may be 
ſeaſoned with that ſalt; Every fa- 
crifice ſhal] be ſeaſoned with ſalt. 
Now naming of the name of Chriſt 
1s a ſacrifice, and a facrifice accep- 
table, when the falt of the "Covye- 


, ff 1 A 241. wa "$0 
nant Ot thy Gou is 39% 12ckine. but 4, 


mixed therewith. Therefore 1 ſay, 


mouth to profeſs the ſame, and 
grace into thy heart to ſeaſon that 
profeſſion with ſuch carriage , ſuch 


* behaviour, ſuch life, and luch con- 


verfation as doth become the ſame: 
thou haſt great cauſe to thank God. 
A man into whoſe mouth God has 
put the name of Chriſt to profeſs 
it, is asa man that is to act his part 
upon a ſtage in the Market-place 3 
it 


I 5. 
I 3. 


n T2. 


ſinge God has put his name into thy Levir. 2. 
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Joh. 15. 8. 
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if he doth it well, he brings praiſe 
both to his Maſter and himſelf : but 
if he doth ir ill, both are brought 1n- 
ro contempt. No greater praile can 
by man be brought to God, than by 
joyning to the profeſſion of the name 
of Chriſt a fruitful life and conver ia- 
tion, Herein, faith Chriſt, # my my Fa- 
ther glorified,that ye bear much fruit, ſo 
ſhall ye be my Deſciples. Fruuful lives 
God <xpecteth of all that profeſs 
the name of Chrilt, And, let every 
one that nameth the name of Chriſt, 
depart from iniquity. Bleſs God 
therefore. if he bath kept thee from 
blotting, and blemiſhing of thy pro» 
feſſion ; if thy converſation has not 
been ſtained with the blots and 
evils of the times, What thou 
ſceleſt, fighteſt with, and groaneſt 


under by reaſon of the, working of 


thine inward corruptions, with that 


] meddle not, nor is thy converſa- 


ticn the worſe for that, if thou 
keepeſt them from "breaking out. 
'Thoo alſo ſhalt be counted holy 
unto God through Chriſt, if thou 
be of an upright converſation : 
though plagued every day with _- 
work. 
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working of thine own corruption. 
As Gods grace is the ſalt of Saints, 

ſo Saints are the ſalt of God. The Mat-s: 13: 
one is the ſalt of God in the heart, ; 
and the other is the ſalt of God 

in the world. Te are the Salt of 

the earth : that Is, the ſalt of 

God in the earth. For the earth ; 
would be wholly corrupt, and 

wouid altogether ſtink , if profeſ- 

ſors were: not 1n it: But now if the 
profeſſor, which is the ſalt, ſhall ine 

decd loſe his ſayour, and hath no- 

thing in his converſation, to ſeaſon 

that part of the earth, in which God 

has placed him, wherewith ſhall ic 

be Teaſoned ?- The place where he 

dwels, as well as his profeſſion, will 

both ſtink odiouſly, in the noſtrils 

of the Lord: And io both come to 

ruin and deſolation. 

Indeed, as I have ſhewed, the 

' profeſſor will come to the worſt of 

It: for that God doth deny farther - 

to give him ſalt. If the ſalt has loft 5K 74+ 
its ſavour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? ww} 
wherewith ſhall the ſalt be ſalted ? 

with nothing, Therefore it is 
thenceforth good for nothing : No, 
not 
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out, and troden under foot of men. 
He tha: bath cars to hear, let him hear. 

How much thereſore, is the ten- 
der hearted, and he that Iaboureth 


ro beautifie his profcſſion with a 


Goſpel converſation, bound to bleſs 
God for the falt of his grace, by the 
which his heart is ſeaſoned, and 
from his heart, his converſation, 
Seconaly, As ſuch Chriſtians ſhould 
bleſs God, fo let them watch, Il-t 
them ſtill watch, let them ſt11] watch 
and pray, watch againſt Satan, and 
pray yer for more grace, that they 
may yet more and more beautifie 
their profeſſion of the worthy name 
of Chriſt, with a ivitable converſati- 
on. Bleſſed is he that watcheth and 
keepeth his garmeng ; that 1s, his 


converſation clean, nor is their any 


thing, ſave the oyerthrowing of our 
Faith, that Satan ſeeketh more '0 


deſtroy. He knows holineſs in 
them that rightly, as to doctrine, 


name thename of Chriſt, is a maul 
and deſtruction to his Kingdom , 
an allurement to the ignorant, and 
a cutting off thoſe occaſions to 


ſtumble 
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ſtumble, that by the dirty life' of a Levir. 19. 

profeſſor is laid in the way of the #4: 

blind. He knows that holinels of lives, 

when they ſhine in thoſe that profeſs 

the name of Chriſt; doth cur off his 

lies that he ſeeketh to make the 

' world believe;and rhe ſlandersthat he 

ſeckerh to faſten upon the profeſſors 

of the Goſpel. Wherefore as you have 

begun to glorifie God in your body 

and in your ſpirit, which are Gods:fo 

I beſeech you doit more and more. C | 
Thirdly, To thisend, ſhnn thoſe , Tim.'s. ? 

prof<ſlors that are looſe of life and s. 

converſation : From ſuch withdraw 2 T1. 2: 

thy ſelf, faith Paul, and follow righre- © 

oninels, faith, charity, peace with 

them that call on the Lord out of a 

pare heart, If a man, if a good 

man takes not good heed to him- 

ſelf, he ſhall ſoon bring his ſout tn- 

to a ſnare. Looſe profeſſors are 

| defilers, and corrupters; a man ſhall 

get nothing but a blot by having 

company with them. Beſides, as a 

man ſha!! get a blot by. having much 

todo with ſuch ; fo, let him beware 

that his heart learn none of their 

ways. Let thy company 'be the ex- 

cclient 


Tia. 1. 46 
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- buta little before them, ſuffered for 
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cellent in the earth; even thoſe 
that '-are excellent for knowledge 
and convyeriation. He that walketh. 
with wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe; but a 
_ of fools ſhall be deſtroy- 
EA. . 
Be content- to be counted ſingu- 
ler, for ſo thou ſhalt, if thon ſhalt 
follow after righteouſneſs, &c. in 
gocd earneſt, for holineſs is a rare 
thing now in the world. I told 
thee before that it is foretold by the 
word, that in the laſt dayes, peri. 
lous times ſhall come, and that men 
ſhall walk after their own luſts, yea, 
profeliors, to their deſtruftion. Nor 
will it be eaſie to keep thy ſelf there- 
from. But eyen as when the Peſti. 
lence is come into a place, it infe- 
&eth, and caſteth down. the health- 
ful : So the iniquity of the laſt times 
will infe&t and pollute the godly. I 
mean the generality of them. Were 
but our times duly compared with 
thoſe that went before, we ſhould 
ſee that which now we are ignorant 
of Did we but look back to the 
Puritans, but ſpecially to thoſe <that 


the 
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the word of God, in the Marian 


days, we ſhould ſee another life 


than is now among men, another 
manner of converſation, than now is 
among profeſſors. _ But 1 ſay, pre- 
dictions and. prophecies muſt be ful- 
filled, and ſince the word ſays plain- 
ly, that in the laſt days there ſhall 
come ſcoffers, walking after their own 
Iafts;, and ſince the Chriſtians ſhall be 
endangered thereby, let us look to 
it, that we quit our ſelves like men, 
ſeeing we know theſe things before 3 
leſt we being led away with the er- 
ror-of the wicked , fall from our 
own ſtedfaſtneſs. 

Singularity in godlineſs, if it be 1n 
godlineſs, no man ſhould be aſham- 
edof. For that is no more than to be 
more godly, than to walk more 
bumbly with Gcd than others : and 


for my part, | had rather be a pat- * 


tern, and example of piety : I had ra- 
ther that my life ſhould be initrutting 
to the Saints, and condemning to 
the world, with Noah, and Ly ; 
than to hazard my felt among the 
multitude of the droſlie. 
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I know that many. profeſſors will 
fall ſhort of Eternal life, and my 


judgment tells me, that they will be 
'of the flovenly ſort ot profeſſors, 
thar ſodo, 
Tather run with the foremoſt and 


Acad for my part, I had 


win the prize, than come behind, 
and loſe that, and my labour and 
all. If a'man zalio ſtrive for maſteries, 
yet is he not crowned, «except he 
ſtrive lawfully. And when men 


have aid all they can, they are the 


truly redeemed, that are zealous of 


 £aod works. 


Not that works do ſave us, but 
faith, which laieth hold on Chriſts 
righteouſneſs for juſtification, ſanCti- 


| ties the. heart, and makes wen deſi 


of many, and. 


will the faith of Devils. 


rous to hve in this world, to the 
glory ' of that Chriſt, who died, in 
this world to ſave us from death, 
For my part I doubs of the faith 
on that it will prove 
day of God, than 
For that 
it ſtandeth in- bare ſpeculation, and 


no better at th 


1s - without life and ſoul: to thar 


which is good. Where is the man 
that walketh with his Croſs upon 
his 
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his ſhoulder ? Where is the man that 
is zealous 'of moral holineſs ? In- 


nothing of theCroſs of the Purſe,or of 
the Croſs of the Belly,or of the Croſs 


of-the Back, or of the Croſs of the 


Vanityiof houſhold affairs ; for thoſe 
things- 1: find: we'have many , and 
thoſe very bufie ſticklers* but other 
wiſe,the 
rity in-life and converſation is almoſt 
quite out-of doors among profeſſors. 
Bat man cof-God, : do then 'be 'fin- 


gular” as totheſe, ' and as to-their Ephed 5-7: 


converſation. *i Be not therefore phrta= 
ker 103th chew, "in-any of their ways, 
but 'keep thy ſoul diligently ;” for if 
dammage happeneth to thee, thou 
aloge-muſtbear it. 
Bug he that will depart from ini- 
quity,; *maſt be well: foctified' with 
of "God," for iniquity has its - beau» 
ty-ſpots,. and'its advantages attend- 


ing/:en4t: hence it/ is compared : to Zech. 5.7, 
a Woman; for it allureth greatly, 8- 
Wherefore, I ſay;ohe that'will: dee 


n [that being it _ will help: him 


part: therefrom had heed have faith, 


co 


deed, for: thoſe things that have 


ſs,ſelf-denial,charity,pu- 


'the' love 
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to ſee beyond it; and that-will ſhew 
him more in_things that are ;inyiſi. 
2 Cor. 4- ble, than can be found infin, . were 
mw it ten thouſand times more -intang- 
ling than'it is. --He has need of pas 

tience alſo to hold out in thigwork of 
departing from iniquity. -»For- in 

deed to depart from hiagiis to day 
my'mind: off from! that, ! which will 

follow me with. cofitinual ſolicita- 

tions. Samſon withſtoodihis' Ds: 

lah for a while, but; The: :got: the 

mallery of him at_the laſt; :why ſo:? 

Judg.16. ; Becauie he 'wanted,.;patirnce;:! 
15» 16,17- prew. angry : and- Was. voxett;vR 
could- withftand - her folivitatienns 

longer, \ Many there he: alfo-\that 

Can well enough be contented to 
ſhut fin out of doors.46r! a: while! ; 
Pro. 7. 21, 286 hecaule:fintas/muoh'fainſpeeth, 
© * thereforait, overcomes at daſt; Hop 
- fin andiniquity willaowbe! catilyriffid 

Jer. 3- nay: It is likeiher of whom:youcead, 
' ſhe hasa Whores fore-liead,, and Te- 

- fuſes to - be aftiamed;:-;! Wherofgre 

- departing” from'iniqunty 13 :4ueVtk 

for, length, as Jong as life: fall laſt, 
Awork, did-1 ſay? \tis njWary a 
continual combate: Wherefore -— 
that 
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that will adventure to ſet upon this 
work muſt needs be armed with 
Faith and Patience. a daily exerciſe 
he will find! himſelf put. upon, by 
the continual' attempts: of iniquity 
to be putting forth it ſelf, This is 
called an enduring to the end, a 
continuing in the; word of Chrilt , 
and alſo a keeping of the 'word-of 


| his patience. Burt what man in the 


world: can'do this,, whoſe heart: is 
not ſeaſoned with the love of God , 
and the love of Chrift ? Therefore he 
that will exerciſe himſelf in this 
work, muſt be often conſidering' of 
the love of God to- him in Chriſt : 
for the more ſenſe, or apprehenſi- 
on a man ſhall have of that, the 
more: eaſie - and pleafant - will this 
work be to hiin. - Yea, though the 
doing thereof ſhould coſt him. his 
hearts blood. 'Thy loving kindneſs is 
before mine eyes (lays David!) and 
I have walked'in thy ercth. Nothing 
like theſenfe; fighr or belief of thar, 
to the man of God, to make him 
depart-from iniquity. 
lt s " 
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Mat. 24. 


13. 
Revel. 3. 
1 Os 


Pal. 26.1, 
23 3s 


Object. 


Anſw. 
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But what ſhall do, T cannot des 

part therefrom as I ſhould? 
Keep thine- eye upon all - thy 

ſhortneſles , or upon all thy failures, 


for that is profitable; for thee. 
1. The fight of this will make 


thee-baſe.in thine own eyes: 


2. It will give thee occaſion to ſee 
the need, and cxcellency of ot 
tance. 

3. It will put thee upon - - prayer 
to God for help, and pardon. 

- 4+ It will make thee weary of this 
world. 

5. It will wake grace to perſevere 
the more deſirable inthineeyes. 

Alſo:it will help thee in the things 
which follow. 

1. It will maketheeſee the need of 
C_ righteouſneſs, 

. It will make thee ſee the need 
of Chriſts interceſſion. 
..3. It-will makethee ſee thy need 


+ -* of Chriſts adyocateſhip. - 


4. It will make thee ſee the riches 
of Gods patience. 

5. And *fwill make Heaven and 
eternal life the ſweeter to thee 
when thou comeſt there. : 

ut 


——— 
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- 'But: ta the queſtion. Get more 


grace, For the more grace. thou - 
haſt, the further is thing. heart: ſet 


oli 'of / iniquity; :the-,more ialſo (et 
againſt it,:and thebetter able to de» 
part from it;'when it cometh to thee, 
tempteth thee, and intreats thee for 
eptertainment. Now the way to 
hays: more grace, is to have more 


knowledge:of Chriſt, and to pray 


more- feryently in hisname : alſo to 
{ubjeft thy ſoul and thy luſts with 
all thy power to the authority of 
that grace thou haſt, and to judge 
and\candematby ſelf maſt heartily 
before God, for every ſecret incli- 


vation «that thou findeſt in thy fleſh 


to-fin-ward. Fs 


The improvement of what thou 


haſt, is that, as I may fay, by which 
God judges how thou wouldeſt uſe, 
if thou hadſtic, more ;' and accor- 


ding to that, - fo ſhalt thoy-have, or 
.not have, a: farther. meaſure.” He * 


that is faithful in that which is lealt, is 


faithful (and will be ſo) alſo in much, ]. 


and he that is unjuſt in the leaſt, . is 
( and will be )- unjuſt alioin much. 


i know. Chriſt ſpeaks” here about ' 
K 2 the: 
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\ Luk. 16. the unrighteous: Mammonz- but the 
10,11 12 ame: may: be- applied: alſo-unto' the 
thibg:iahand,): {39H 7 NGA 

'_ Andif ye have not beenfaithful in 

that 'whict is. another mans , who 

will commir' unto you that which 1s 

your own? - That is a remarkable 

place to. this purpoſe in the: Reve- 

lations.” '' Beboldy ſaitvhbe, - 1 have ſet 

before thet an open door ( that thou 

maieſt haye'what thong wilt,-as-was 

alſofaid to the improving Woman 

Reyel,z.8. Of Canaan) and noman can ſhut at : for 
Mat.15.28 thou haſt a little ſtrength, and haſt held 
faſt my word, and baft not \depyed my 

name. | ; 107-5052) -916!%0 
'|A good improvement of what we 
have of the you of God at preſent, 
Pleaſes God, and ingages him ro 


give us more : but an il! improve- 
ment of. what we at preſent! have, 
 Mat.- 25. will not do fo. | To.him that bath, 
24, 25,26, ( that hath an heart 'to improve what 


-p *”> he hath) ro him ſhall be even; but 


to him that hath not , from him 


ſhall be taken, even that which he 


hath. Well weigh the place and 
you ſhall find it ſo. | 


bps and BS Bang were er muy and A 


+? 
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I know that to depart: from inj- 
quity- ſo. as is:irequired, that'is. to 
the utmoſt degree/ of.ithe requires 
ment, 'no'man can:z/.for. it: isa copy 
too fair for mortal fleſh exattly to 
imitate, while we are in this world. 
But with good Paper, . good Ink, 
and a good Pen, a'skillfuland: wils- 
ling man may go'far«'r And/*ris well 
tor thee if thy complaint be ſincere; 
td wit, that:thouart: tedubled: that 
thou canſt not forſake iniquity, as 
thou ſhouldeſt:for God accepteti. of 
thy: deſign and deſire, .and?cis:cou 
ted by:him as:thy 
thy.complaint ia-this-matrer be true, 
thou wilt not reſt, : noricontent thy 


kindneſs; But 1 


N- 


ſelf in thy.complaints, but wilt, (as 
he-that is. truly hungry, or greatly 


burdened, uſeth all lawful means to 
| ſatisfie his hunger, and to. eaſe him. 
ſelf of bis burden ) uſeall thy skill 


and power to mortifie and keep 
them under by the word of God. 


Nor can It otherwiſe be, but that 


ſach a man muſt be a growing man. 


Every branch that beareth fruit, he Jy.15. 2. 
purgeth it, that it may tr:ng forth more. 


fruit. 


SUC.1 a man ſhall not be a 


K 4 


ſtumb- 


f Pro, 19.32 


2 ———_—_— tn > == oo TIRE, ch 
| | 4 
% 
. k 
. 


umbling] in Religion,nora fandal tO 
1s; inchis calling, but ſhall (according 


to Gods ordinary way with his peo- 


Ru be a fruitful and” flourifring 


And 1 would to God this were the 
ſickneſs of all then that profeſs: in 
this nation. - For then {ſhould we 
faon have:a new leaf turned over 
in moſt -corners' of this ' Nation : 
Then would - graciouſneis of heart; 
and life, and converſation be more 
- prized, more fought after, (and bet- 
ter: improved, and practiſed, than 
it 1s. Yea; then would the throats 
of ungodly men be- better . ſtopt, 
and their mouths faſter. ſhut vp, 


_ as 'to:their reproaching of religion, 


tA Pet.2. We 
| ©, zchapters. 


than they are. ' A Chriſtian man 
muſt be the object of the envy of the 
world ; but Tis better, if the will of 
God be ſo,that we be reproached for 
well doing, ' than for evil. If webe 
reproached for evil doing, 'tis our 
ſhame ; but if for well doing, *cis our 
glory. If we be. reproached for 
our fins, God cannot vindicate us; 
but if we be reproached for a 
vertuous life, God himſelf is con- 
cerned, 
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cerned, will eſpouſe our quarrel, 
and in his good time will ſhew our 
foes our righteouſneſs, and put them 


to ſhame and ſilence. 
godly life annexed to faithin Chriſt, 


Briefly., A 


is ſo'neceſlary that a man- that pro. 
*tcfles the name of Chriſt, is worſe 


than a beaſt without it. 
| But thou wilt fay unto me, Why 


do men © profeſs the name of Chriſt , 
that love not to depart ſrom iniquity ? 
. Tanſwer, There are many reaſons 


for it. 


1. The preaching of the- Goſpel, 
and fo, the publication of the name 


of Chriſt, is muſical and very ta- 
king. to the: children of men. A 
Saviour ! A-Redeemer ! A loving fin- 
pardoning Jeſus! What better words 
can come: from-man;? What better: 


melod: 


Cid God 


an be heard? Sou of man, 
to the Prophet, Zo thou: 


art to 'them:\as a very lovely _ Song , 
or as a Song, of loves, of one that hath 
a pleaſant voice, and can play well 
ou an inſtrument..  T he- Goſpel is' a 
>» | moſt melodious; note, and ſweet 
tane,. to any that are not- prepoſ- 
ſeſſed with ſlander, repro 


ach an1 


enmity 
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enmity againſt the profeſſors of it. 
Now-'its' melodious notes being fo 
ſweet, :ho'\ marvel, if it intangle 
ſome, even: of -then+(( that yee* will 
not :depart from iniquity )- to \take 
up and -profets ſo lovely a profeſſion, 
Bur, : 7. if 
2, Thereare a generationof men 
that' are and have been frightned 
withthe law. and terrified with fears: 
of-periſhing for' their fins; but yes 
have not grace to leave them. Now 
when the ſound of the Goſpel ſhall 
reach fuch mens'ears, becauſe there 
is by that made publick the willing- 
neſs of. Chriſt to.die for ſin, and 
of God to forgive theny for his lake; 
therefore they preſentlyireceive and 
profeſs. thoſe notions, as_the only 
ones that can rid them from their 
frights and terrors, falſely reſting 


. themſelves caqntent' with that-faith' 
thereof, which ſtandeth- in -naked: 


knowledge ; yea, liking of - that 


faith beſt, that will ſtand with their 


pride, Covetoulſneſs, and leachery, 

never deliring to hear of praCtical 

holineſs,becauſe it will diſturb them: 

wherefore they uſually caſt = = 
| uc 
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ſuch, calling them legal preachers. 
3. Here alſo is a deſign of Sitan 
ſet on foot.” For theſe carnal Gol 
pellers, are his Tares, the children of 
the wicked one. .Thoſe that he. hath 
— anon i wheat of pur= 


Pole, if that .that. M 
n by by behold and | r0= 0 : w 36 » 
t6Þelvile aftdifilthy ns of = = I, : © 


4. Anothct-thiſe hereof is this, 
prarinagtng beginitoprofets, 
Nr d We alzeady ina 


{thr Pa =_ 
noo ſel fe 


TIED 


ab, 1294. 


# form ne i —_ alio {_ SH 

the righteous judgment of > x 

"po through the anger that he has 
nceived againſt, fone men for their yy,c, re; 


Ir | ſins, will lift them up to Heaven, be- 20, 21,22, 

1g | fore he caſts them down to Hell, that 232 24 
[their fall may be the greater, and 

& [their puniſhment che more. intolera- 


ble. I have now done, when I have 
read to you my Text over again; 

y. [And let every one that nameth the 
al [:ame of Chriſt, depart from iniquity. 
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_ which it is hoped t e judicious 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Reader i is deſired to 

| take notice, that by the 
inconvenient -diftance - of . the 
Author,fome errors have crept 
into the foregoing - ſheets ; 


Reader will both diſcoyer. and 
ROSA" 21 | 3 af, 
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